
 

China reports 1,300 asymptomatic virus cases
after public concern
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China on Wednesday said it has more than 1,300 asymptomatic
coronavirus cases, the first time it has released such data following
public concern over people who have tested positive but are not showing
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symptoms.

Health officials also reported the first imported case from abroad in
Wuhan—the epicentre where the virus first emerged late last
year—heightening fears of infections being brought into China from
other countries.

Of 36 new cases reported Wednesday, 35 were imported from abroad.

The National Health Commission (NHC) said 1,367 asymptomatic
patients were under medical observation, with 130 new cases added in
the last day.

The NHC announced Tuesday that it would respond "to public concerns"
by starting to publish daily data on asymptomatic cases, which it said
were infectious.

There were mass calls online calls for the information after authorities
revealed over the weekend that an infected woman in Henan province
had been in close contact with three asymptomatic cases.

Asymptomatic cases will not be added to the overall tally unless they
later show clinical symptoms.

Announcing the new figures on Wednesday seemed to do little to quell
fears.

Many on social media said they were terrified of the high number of
asymptomatic carriers, and some called for health officials to break
down the data by province.

"It's absolutely necessary to report the whereabouts of asymptomatic
cases, they're like stealth carriers, it's scary," read one popular comment.
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Experts agree that asymptomatic patients are likely to be infectious, but
it remains unknown how responsible they are for spreading the deadly
virus.

Beijing has announced a series of dramatic measures to control imported
cases—including testing people arriving from overseas—to determine
those who are infected but do not show symptoms.

China says all detected asymptomatic cases and their close contacts must
undergo 14-day quarantine.

Chinese respiratory expert Zhong Nanshan said in a state media
interview last week that asymptomatic carriers could potentially infect "3
to 3.5 people each".

Many other countries including South Korea and Japan count
asymptomatic cases in their national tallies of confirmed diagnoses.

There have now been 81,554 infections in China, with 3,312
deaths—mostly concentrated in the epicentre of Wuhan and surrounding
Hubei province.

There were seven more deaths Wednesday, six in Hubei province.

The first imported case confirmed in Wuhan on Wednesday was a
Chinese national studying in Britain, who arrived in the city last week as
it started to gradually lift travel restrictions imposed to control the
outbreak.

© 2020 AFP

Citation: China reports 1,300 asymptomatic virus cases after public concern (2020, April 1)
retrieved 23 June 2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-04-china-asymptomatic-virus-

3/4

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-04-china-asymptomatic-virus-cases.html


 

cases.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

4/4

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-04-china-asymptomatic-virus-cases.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

