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"COVID-19 in Humanitarian Settings and Lessons Learned from Past
Epidemics" published in Nature Medicine, invokes a global response to
protect the most vulnerable during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The authors make the point that displaced populations, including
refugees and migrants, are often the first to be stigmatized and unjustly
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blamed for the spread of disease, yet they are also among the most 
vulnerable people during a pandemic—to both the virus itself and the
measures enacted to control it.

The paper draws on the collective field experience of Columbia
Mailman School of Public Health faculty in the Program on Forced
Migration and Health who are currently deployed in the field engaged in
the humanitarian response and health systems strengthening.

The authors, who comprise a multi-disciplinary group of academics and
practitioners, including physicians, epidemiologists and lawyers, aim to
share some of the lessons learned from past epidemics to inform a more
effective, inclusive COVID-19 response that addresses the needs of the
most vulnerable.

  More information: Ling San Lau et al, COVID-19 in humanitarian
settings and lessons learned from past epidemics, Nature Medicine
(2020). DOI: 10.1038/s41591-020-0851-2

Provided by Columbia University's Mailman School of Public Health

Citation: COVID-19 in humanitarian settings and lessons learned from past epidemics (2020,
April 8) retrieved 26 April 2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-04-covid-
humanitarian-lessons-epidemics.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/vulnerable+people/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/health+systems/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41591-020-0851-2
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-04-covid-humanitarian-lessons-epidemics.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-04-covid-humanitarian-lessons-epidemics.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

