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Europe grapples with Easter sun, next steps;
US deaths rise

April 11 2020, by Geir Moulson and Joe McDonald
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Signs on the gates reminding people to 'social-distance' at Victoria Park, in east
London, after it was reopened with reduced opening hours and new control
measures in place during the coronavirus outbreak, Saturday April 11, 2020. The
park was closed on 25 March after the "failure of some visitors to follow social-
distancing guidance", but the local council has now reopened the facility. The
highly contagious COVID-19 coronavirus has impacted on nations around the

globe, many imposing self isolation and exercising social distancing when people
move from their homes. (Jonathan Brady / PA via AP)
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European countries sought Saturday to keep people from traveling in
sunny Easter weather and grappled with how and when to start loosening
weeks-long shutdowns of much of public life. The United States' death
toll from the coronavirus outbreak approached that of Italy, the world's
biggest so far.

In Asia, South Korea announced plans to strap tracking wristbands on
people who defy quarantine orders. The Japanese government appealed
to the public nationwide to avoid bars, clubs and
restaurants—broadening a measure announced earlier for seven urban
areas including Tokyo.

Most European countries have gone well beyond that over recent weeks,
imposing lockdowns of various severity. Beautiful weather across much
of the continent provided an extra test of people's discipline on a long
Easter weekend like none before.

In Italy, checks were stepped up—particularly around the northern
Lombardy region, which has borne the brunt of the COVID-19 outbreak.
Roadblocks were set up on main thoroughfares in and out of the regional
capital, Milan, and along highway exits to discourage people from
seeking escape on the holiday weekend.

"This year we cannot gather" for Easter, said the head of Italy's national
health institute Silvio Brusaferro. "Even if the season is nice and we are
tempted by all of our traditions and customs, this is something we need
to try to control."
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A hare runs along grounded Lufthansa planes at the airport in Frankfurt,
Germany, Saturday, April 11, 2020. Due to the coronavirus Lufthansa had to
cancel 95 percent of its flights. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)

Spanish police set up thousands of roadblocks around the country to
ensure that Spaniards with second residences don't take unauthorized
trips during the holiday.

In Britain, police were urged to keep a close watch on gatherings in
parks and at the seaside on what was set to be the hottest day of the year.
On Saturday, a motorcycle rider had his bike seized by police after he
failed to stop while making making a nonessential journey in central
England.
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The Easter holidays coincide with mounting hope in Europe of a light at
the end of the tunnel as rates of infection slow in many cases.

Some countries are already planning small first steps out of the
shutdown. Austria aims to reopen small shops on Tuesday.

Spain is preparing to start rolling back the strictest of its measures on
Monday, when authorities will allow workers of some nonessential
industries to return to work at factories and construction sites after a
nearly complete two-week stoppage of industry.

Amid coronavirus concerns, a healthcare worker takes the temperature of a
visitor to Essentia Health who was crossing over a skywalk bridge from the
adjoining parking deck, Friday, April 10, 2020, in Duluth, Minn. (Alex
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Kormann/Star Tribune via AP)

Health Minister Salvador Illa said the government will distribute reusable
masks at subway stations and other public transportation hubs on
Monday and Tuesday.

"We think that with these measures we will prevent a jump in
infections," Illa said Friday.

Despite mounting pressure from industry, Italy has continued to include
all nonessential manufacturing in the extension of a national lockdown
until May 3. But Premier Giuseppe Conte held out hope that some
industry could re-open earlier if conditions permit.

"If we give in now, there is the risk of needing to start all over again,"
Conte said in a Friday evening address. "It is necessary to maintain a
high level of attention also for Easter."

German officials are set to consider on Wednesday how to proceed after
several weeks of restrictions on public life, currently due to expire April
19. Officials have been careful to insist they will be cautious, pointing to
the risk of undoing the gains the country has made.
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The Rev. Nicolas Sanchez points while talking about the diversity of families
who sent their pictures to decorate pews at St. Patrick's Catholic Church in Los
Angeles on Friday, April 10, 2020. COVID-19 measures also have changed the
way people worship, with churches and synagogues closed and many Passover
and Easter services streamed online. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)

"A second shutdown would be hard to cope with, economically and
socially," Winfried Kretschmann, the governor of Baden-Wuerttemberg
state, told the daily Sueddeutsche Zeitung.

Meanwhile, in Africa, where virus cases are on the rise, there is fear that

the poor health care facilities and a lack of help from developed nations
facing their own health crises could lead the virus to spread unchecked.
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In Congo, corruption has left the the population largely impoverished
despite mineral wealth, and mistrust of authority is so entrenched that
health workers have been killed during the Ebola outbreak that is not yet
fully defeated.

For most people, the coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptomes,
such as fever and cough. But for others, especially older adults and
people with health problems, it can cause severe symptoms like
pneumonia.

Known as The Lighted Cross Church, Excelsior Lutheran Church near Wilson,
Kan., is dark, Friday, April 10, 2020. The church is not holding their normal
Good Friday service during the coronavirus outbreak. (AP Photo/Orlin Wagner)
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Confirmed infections rose above 1.7 million, according to a tally by
Johns Hopkins University. There have been over 102,000 deaths, and
over 377,000 people are reported to have recovered.

In China, where the pandemic began in December, the government
reported three deaths and 46 additional cases in the 24 hours through
midnight Friday. The number of new daily cases has declined
dramatically, allowing the ruling Communist Party to reopen factories
and stores.

The epicenter of the pandemic has long since shifted to Europe and the
United States, which now has by far the largest number of confirmed
cases, with more than 500,000. As of Saturdays, its death toll of more
than 18,700 was only just short of Italy's.

"I understand intellectually why it's happening,"” said Gov. Andrew

Cuomo of New York, where deaths rose by 777, to more than 7,800. "It
doesn't make it any easier to accept.”
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A child plays with his soccer ball along a deserted street in Tokyo, Saturday,
April 11, 2020. Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe declared a state of
emergency last Tuesday for Tokyo and six other prefectures to ramp up defenses
against the spread of the coronavirus. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

New York officials said the number of people in intensive care dropped
for the first time since mid-March and hospitalizations were slowing:
290 new patients in a single day, compared with daily increases of more
than 1,000 last week.

Cuomo said if that trend holds, New York might not need the overflow
field hospitals that officials have been scrambling to build.

President Donald Trump said he will not lift U.S. restrictions until
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conditions are safe but announced an "Opening Our Country" task force
and said, "I want to get it open as soon as possible."

The head of the World Health Organization, Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, warned that easing restrictions prematurely could "lead to
a deadly resurgence."

Britain on Friday reported a one-day high of 980 new deaths—bigger
than any seen in Italy or Spain, which on Saturday reported a daily death
tally of 510, its lowest in nearly three weeks.

A police officer asks a man on a scooter to wear a face mask during the

imposition of large-scale social restriction, at a checkpoint in Jakarta, Indonesia,
Saturday, April 11, 2020. Authorities in Indonesia's capital kicked off a stricter
restriction on Friday to slow the spread of the new coronavirus in the city where
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deaths from the virus has spiked in the past week.(AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)

Employees from Hennepin Healthcare's physical therapy department cheer as
their co-worker Alex Lee, an administrative assistant there, surprised his new
wife, Kelsey, with a drive-by reception, Friday, April 10, 2020, in Minneapolis.
The wedding did not go exactly as they planned; there were only two witnesses
and the officiant in attendance. Instead of a banquet, Alex Lee picked up take-
out and they drove home to their apartment in Hopkins. (Elizabeth Flores/Star
Tribune via AP)

11/20



MedicalZpress

Pastor Marc Lickins, top left, of the Harvest Baptist Church in Harrison, Pa.,
gathers with his family, from left to right, Cruz, 2, Willow, 3, Evennan, 5, wife
Maggie, and Deacon, 6 months, in the front of their minivan to watch the first
screening of an Easter service, produced by the church, at the Riverside Drive-In
theater in Park Township, Pa., at sunset Friday, April 10, 2020. The service will
be screened each night through Easter Sunday. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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A police officer questions a man who doesn't wear a face mask during the
imposition of large-scale social restriction, at a checkpoint in Jakarta, Indonesia,
Saturday, April 11, 2020. Authorities in Indonesia's capital kicked off a stricter
restriction on Friday to slow the spread of the new coronavirus in the city where
deaths from the virus has spiked in the past week.(AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)
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Kelsey and Alex Lee jumped out of their car to share a toast with co-workers
from the Hennepin Healthcare's physical therapy department on the sidewalk
after they were married, Friday, April 10, 2020, in Minneapolis. The wedding
did not go exactly as they planned; there were only two witnesses and the
officiant in attendance. Instead of a banquet, Alex Lee picked up takeout and
they drove home to their apartment in Hopkins. (Elizabeth Flores/Star Tribune
via AP)
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Signs displaying directions for maintaining social distancing due to COVID-19
concerns are posted on a supermarket as customers wait outside, Friday, April
10, 2020, in New York. (AP Photo/John Minchillo)
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Known as The Lighted Cross Church, Excelsior Lutheran Church near Wilson,
Kan., is dark, Friday, April 10, 2020. The church is not holding their normal
Good Friday service during the coronavirus outbreak. (AP Photo/Orlin Wagner)
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A cross is silhouetted as the sun sets on Good Friday, April 10, 2020, in
Tomball, Texas. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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The Rev. Nicolas Sanchez takes a phone call from a parishioner after live-
streaming the Good Friday Mass at St. Patrick's Catholic Church in Los Angeles
on Friday, April 10, 2020. The COVID-19 measures also have changed the way
people worship, with churches and synagogues closed and many Passover and
Easter services streamed online. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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Dina Hannah, left rear, and her husband David, right rear, dance as they are led
down the sidewalk by musician Alcedric Todd, of the Mississippi Bastard
Project, as he plays a dixieland-styled tune with his trumpet for David's birthday
in Dallas, Friday, April 10, 2020. David was surprised by the performance that
was arranged by his wife. Dina said they are big fans of the city of New Orleans
and because of the COVID-19 health crisis, she couldn't think of a better way to
surprise David on his birthday. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)

At the same time, data suggest that the number of hospital admissions in
Britain shows signs of flattening out.

Health Secretary Matt Hancock said Saturday that the government

requires more evidence before it can start making changes to its
lockdown measures.
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