
 

Experts say virus could kill up to 240,000
Americans

April 1 2020, by Nick Perry and Karen Matthews

  
 

  

A security officer talks to a woman walking on a street in Hanoi, Vietnam,
Wednesday, April 1, 2020. Vietnam on Wednesday starts two weeks of social
distancing to contain the spread of COVID-19. The new coronavirus causes mild
or moderate symptoms for most people, but for some, especially older adults and
people with existing health problems, it can cause more severe illness or death.
(AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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As the number of coronavirus deaths continues to surge in the U.S.,
officials are warning the disease could kill between 100,000 and 240,000
Americans, even if people continue to stay home and limit their contact
with others.

Experts made the prediction at a Tuesday media briefing with President
Donald Trump. But they said they hope the figure won't soar that high if
everyone does their part to prevent the virus from spreading.

"I want every American to be prepared for the hard days that lie ahead,"
said Trump, who also extended social distancing guidelines until April
30. "We're going to go through a very tough two weeks."

The U.S. recorded a big daily jump of 26,000 new cases, bringing the
total to more than 189,000. The death toll leaped to over 4,000,
including more than 1,000 in New York City.

In Italy, where more than 12,000 people have died from the virus, the
most of any nation, officials reported that the infection rate appears to
be leveling off and new cases could start declining, but that the crisis is
far from over. Spain, meanwhile, was struggling to fend off the collapse
of its hospital system. China, where the outbreak began, on Wednesday
reported just 36 new COVID-19 cases.

In Cuba, authorities canceled the island's iconic May Day parade, which
often draws hundreds of thousands of people to the Plaza of the
Revolution in Havana. The country also tightened travel restrictions that
already bar tourists.
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In this March 30, 2020, file photo, a message demanding the people to go home
is sprayed on the ground of Alexanderplatz square in Berlin, Germany. Labs
were quick to ramp up their testing capacity and now experts say up to 500,000
tests can be conducted in Germany per week. That quick work, coupled with the
country's large number of intensive care unit beds and its early implementation
of social distancing measures, could be behind Germany's relatively low death
toll. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)

Worldwide, more than 850,000 people have been infected and over
42,000 have died, according to a tally kept by Johns Hopkins University.
Italy and Spain accounted for half of all the deaths.

Some people have chosen to ignore social distancing guidelines. In
Louisiana, buses and cars filled a church parking lot on Tuesday evening
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as worshippers flocked to hear a pastor who is facing misdemeanor
charges for holding services despite a ban on gatherings.

A few protesters also gathered at the Life Tabernacle Church, including
one who held up a sign that read: "God don't like stupid."

The projections presented at the White House media briefing suggested
that, if no social distancing measures had been put in place across the
country, between 1.5 million and 2.2 million people would have died.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, who is helping to lead the U.S. effort, said, "As
sobering a number as that is, we should be prepared for it."

  
 

  

In this March 9, 2020, file photo, people line up in front of a new set up test and
information center for the new coronavirus at the district Prenzlauer Berg in
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Berlin, Germany. Germany has seen a steady rise in the number of new
coronavirus infections, but so far deaths have been low compared to many of its
European neighbors. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)

New York was the nation's deadliest hot spot, with about 1,550 deaths
statewide. Most of those were in New York City, which braced for
things to get much worse in the coming weeks. Refrigerated morgue
trucks were parked on the streets to collect the dead.

A 1,000-bed emergency hospital set up at the mammoth Javits
Convention Center began taking non-coronavirus patients to help relieve
the city's overwhelmed health system. And a Navy hospital ship with
1,000 beds was expected to accept patients soon.

The indoor tennis center that is the site of the U.S. Open tournament is
being turned into a hospital as well.

"I've practiced emergency medicine for a long time, and I'm seeing
things that I never could have imagined in terms of the things this virus
can do to all ages, including people who were previously healthy," said
Dr. Eric Wei of the city's hospital agency.
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A member of the military wearing full protective gear sprays disinfectant at a
Hindu temple to help curb the spread of the new coronavirus in Naypyitaw,
Myanmar, Wednesday, April 1, 2020. The new coronavirus causes mild or
moderate symptoms for most people, but for some, especially older adults and
people with existing health problems, it can cause more severe illness or death.
(AP Photo/Aung Shine Oo)

Meanwhile, two ships carrying passengers and crew from an ill-fated
South American cruise are urging Florida officials to let them dock.
Dozens aboard have reported flu-like symptoms, and four people have
died. Two of the deaths have been blamed on COVID-19, and nine
people have tested positive.
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Gov. Ron DeSantis says Florida's health care resources are already
stretched too thin. Trump said he would speak with DeSantis and "do
what's right."

In Italy, there was a glimmer of hope. Dr. Silvio Brusaferro, the head of
Italy's institutes of health, said that three weeks into a nationwide
lockdown, the country was seeing the rate of new infections level off.

"The curve suggests we are at the plateau," he said. But "arriving at the
plateau doesn't mean we have conquered the peak and we're done. It
means now we should start to see the decline if we continue to place
maximum attention on what we do every day."

  
 

  

A man wearing a face mask walks on a quiet street in Hanoi, Vietnam,
Wednesday, April 1, 2020. Vietnam on Wednesday starts two weeks of social
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distancing to contain the spread of COVID-19. The new coronavirus causes mild
or moderate symptoms for most people, but for some, especially older adults and
people with existing health problems, it can cause more severe illness or death.
(AP Photo/Hau Dinh)

With the country's health care system buckling under the pressure, a 
field hospital, built in just 10 days, was unveiled at the Milan
fairgrounds.

"We made a promise and we kept it," said the head of the project,
former civil protection chief Guido Bertolaso, who ended up catching
the virus while on the job and had to work from his hospital bed.

In Russia, lawmakers approved harsher punishments, including prison
sentences of several years, for violating quarantine rules and spreading
misinformation. The chief doctor at Moscow's top hospital for
coronavirus patients said he tested positive, a week after shaking hands
with Putin.

Spain reported more than 840 new deaths, pushing the toll above 8,000
and forcing Madrid to open a second temporary morgue after an ice rink
pressed into service last week became overwhelmed.
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In this March 23, 2020, file photo, medical employees demonstrate testing, at a
coronavirus test center for public service employees, during a media presentation
in Munich, Germany. Labs were quick to ramp up their testing capacity and now
experts say up to 500,000 tests can be conducted in Germany per week. That
quick work, coupled with the country's large number of intensive care unit beds
and its early implementation of social distancing measures, could be behind
Germany's relatively low death toll. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)
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In this March 25, 2020, file photo, an Italian Air Force plane carrying two
patients from Italy believed to have COVID-19, lands at Leipzig Airport,
Germany. In the rare position of having beds to spare, German hospitals have
taken in dozens of patients from Italy and France. (Hendrik Schmidt/dpa via AP,
File)
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In this March 23, 2020, file photo, medical employees wait to carry out tests at a
coronavirus test center for public service employees, during a media presentation
in Munich, Germany. Germany has seen a steady rise in the number of new
coronavirus infections, but so far deaths have been low compared to many of its
European neighbors. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)
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A woman walks her dog through an empty boulevard during a frosty morning in
Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, April 1, 2020. The Russian capital has woken up
to a lockdown obliging most people in the city of 13 million to stay home. The
government ordered other regions of the vast country to quickly prepare for the
same as Moscow, to stem the spread of the new coronavirus. The new
coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptoms for most people, but for some,
especially older adults and people with existing health problems, it can cause
more severe illness or death. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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In this March 30, 2020, file photo, the Pariser Platz square in front of the
German landmark Brandenburg Gate is deserted in Berlin, Germany. Labs were
quick to ramp up their testing capacity and now experts say up to 500,000 tests
can be conducted in Germany per week. That quick work, coupled with the
country's large number of intensive care unit beds and its early implementation
of social distancing measures, could be behind Germany's relatively low death
toll. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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In this March 25, 2020, file photo, a patient with COVID-19, flown in an Italian
Air Force plane from Italy is admitted to the Helios Klinikum in Leipzig,
Germany. In the rare position of having beds to spare, German hospitals have
taken in dozens of patients from Italy and France. (Hendrik Schmidt/dpa via AP,
File)
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A woman walks past a closed cafe in Hanoi, Vietnam, Wednesday, April 1,
2020. Vietnam on Wednesday starts two weeks of social distancing to contain
the spread of COVID-19. The new coronavirus causes mild or moderate
symptoms for most people, but for some, especially older adults and people with
existing health problems, it can cause more severe illness or death. (AP
Photo/Hau Dinh)
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A motorcyclist drives on a quiet street in Hanoi, Vietnam, Wednesday, April 1,
2020. Vietnam on Wednesday starts two weeks of social distancing to contain
the spread of COVID-19. The new coronavirus causes mild or moderate
symptoms for most people, but for some, especially older adults and people with
existing health problems, it can cause more severe illness or death. (AP
Photo/Hau Dinh)
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A surfer walks out of the ocean on Oahu's North Shore near Haleiwa, Hawaii,
Tuesday, March 31, 2020. The state of Hawaii is reporting its first death of an
individual who tested positive for the coronavirus. The state Department of
Health says the individual was an older male resident of Oahu. He had been
hospitalized recently with multiple medical issues but it's not clear what his cause
of death was. He did test positive for the disease and had been exposed to
someone who had tested positive. (AP Photo/Caleb Jones)
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People surf on Oahu's North Shore near Haleiwa, Hawaii, Tuesday, March 31,
2020. Hawaii Gov. David Ige is further tightening travel restrictions to limit the
spread of the coronavirus by ordering people moving between islands to adhere
to a 14-day self-quarantine. The order takes effect at midnight on Wednesday. It
won't apply to essential workers like health care workers traveling to other
islands. The order comes a week after the governor ordered everyone arriving in
the state from other states or overseas to follow the same two-week quarantine.
He's also ordered everyone in the state to stay at home for the next month. (AP
Photo/Caleb Jones)

  
 

18/21



 

  

A surfer rides a wave on Oahu's North Shore near Haleiwa, Hawaii, Tuesday,
March 31, 2020. Hawaii Gov. David Ige is further tightening travel restrictions
to limit the spread of the coronavirus by ordering people moving between islands
to adhere to a 14-day self-quarantine. The order takes effect at midnight on
Wednesday. It won't apply to essential workers like health care workers traveling
to other islands. He's also ordered everyone in the state to stay at home for the
next month. (AP Photo/Caleb Jones)
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A woman walks on an empty beach on Oahu's North Shore near Haleiwa,
Hawaii, Tuesday, March 31, 2020. Hawaii Gov. David Ige is further tightening
travel restrictions to limit the spread of the coronavirus by ordering people
moving between islands to adhere to a 14-day self-quarantine. The order takes
effect at midnight on Wednesday. It won't apply to essential workers like health
care workers traveling to other islands. The order comes a week after the
governor ordered everyone arriving in the state from other states or overseas to
follow the same two-week quarantine. He's also ordered everyone in the state to
stay at home for the next month. (AP Photo/Caleb Jones)

Dozens of hotels across Spain have been turned into recovery rooms, and
authorities are building field hospitals in sports centers, libraries and
exhibition halls.
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In Israel, the Defense Ministry said it has converted a missile-production
facility into an assembly line for ventilators.

For most people, the coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptoms,
such as fever and cough. But for others, especially older adults and
people with existing health problems, it can cause severe symptoms like
pneumonia.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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