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This transmission electron microscope image shows SARS-CoV-2 -- also known
as 2019-nCoV, the virus that causes COVID-19 -- isolated from a patient in the
US. Virus particles are shown emerging from the surface of cells cultured in the
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lab. The spikes on the outer edge of the virus particles give coronaviruses their
name, crown-like. Credit: NIAID-RML

The coronavirus pandemic has claimed more than 200,000 deaths
worldwide, nearly 90 percent of which were in Europe or the United
States, according to an AFP tally at 1900 GMT on Saturday based on
official figures.

In total, 200,736 deaths have been recorded including 122,171 in
Europe, the hardest-hit continent, since the virus appeared in China in
December.

The United States has seen the highest number of deaths with 53,070
fatalities, followed by Italy with 26,384 deaths, Spain 22,902, France
22,614 and the United Kingdom 20,319.
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