
 

Health care workers are 10%-20% of US
coronavirus cases
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In this Saturday, March 28, 2020 file photo, medical and physician assistant
students wear personal protective equipment as they prepare to screen for
possible coronavirus cases at a makeshift camp for the homeless in Las Vegas.
Between 10% and 20% of U.S. coronavirus cases are health care workers,
though they tended to be hospitalized at lower rates than other patients, health
officials reported Tuesday, April 14, 2020. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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Between 10% and 20% of U.S. coronavirus cases are health care
workers, though they tended to be hospitalized at lower rates than other
patients, officials reported Tuesday.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported the first
national data on how the pandemic is hitting doctors, nurses and other 
health care professionals.

The data is important new information but not necessarily surprising,
said Dr. Anne Schuchat, who is running the federal agency's response to
the outbreak. Medical staff have also been hit hard in other countries:
Media reports said about 10% of cases in Italy and Spain were health
care workers.

As of the middle of last week, the CDC had reports of more than
315,000 cases in the U.S. The new report focused on about 49,000 for
which researchers had data on whether or not they worked in health care.
About 9,300, or 19%, of them were medical professionals. That included
27 who died.

But the data varied in how complete it was, researchers said. In 12 states
that did a better job reporting on whether patients worked in medicine,
around 11% of cases were health care workers.

Compared with U.S. cases overall, larger proportions of diagnosed health
care workers were women, were white, and were young or middle-aged
adults. That's consistent with the demographics of who works in health
care, researchers said.

About 10% of the health care workers were hospitalized with symptoms,
compared with 21% to 31% of overall cases. That may reflect the
younger age of the workers, as well as prioritization of testing for health
care employees, the report said.
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Slightly more than half of a group of infected health care workers
studied said their only known exposure to the virus was at work, but
researchers say it's hard to know for sure how different people caught
the bug.

A second report released Tuesday looked at three health care workers
who became infected after treating a patient in Solano County,
California, in what was one of the first instances of disease spread to
medical personnel in the U.S. Workers didn't initially know the patient
was infected with the coronavirus. All three did not wear eye protection
or some other forms of protective equipment at least part of the time
they were caring for the person, researchers said.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.

Citation: Health care workers are 10%-20% of US coronavirus cases (2020, April 14) retrieved
24 April 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-04-health-workers-coronavirus-cases.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/health+care/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-04-health-workers-coronavirus-cases.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

