
 

NYC virus deaths exceed 3,200, topping toll
for 9/11 attacks

April 7 2020, by Marina Villeneuve and Lori Hinnant

  
 

  

In this combination of photos, the flag-draped remains of a Sept. 11 victim are
carried by New York firefighters during a recovery operation March 8, 2002,
left, and at right, a body is unloaded from a refrigerated truck in New York
during the coronavirus outbreak on March 31, 2020. New York City's death toll
from the coronavirus officially eclipsed the number of those killed at the World
Trade Center on 9/11, health officials said Tuesday, April 7, 2020. (AP Photos)

New York City's death toll from the coronavirus eclipsed the number of
those killed at the World Trade Center on 9/11, health officials said
Tuesday. In Britain, Prime Minister Boris Johnson was in intensive care
with the virus.

At least 3,202 people have died in New York from COVID-19,
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according to the count released by the city. The deadliest terror attack on
U.S. soil killed 2,753 people in the city and 2,977 overall, when hijacked
planes slammed into the twin towers, the Pentagon and a Pennsylvania
field on Sept. 11, 2001.

New York state recorded 731 new coronavirus deaths, its biggest one-
day jump yet, for a statewide toll of nearly 5,500, Gov. Andrew Cuomo
said.

"Behind every one of those numbers is an individual. There's a family,
there's a mother, there's a father, there's a sister, there's a brother. So a
lot of pain again today for many New Yorkers," he said.

But in an encouraging sign, Cuomo reported that hospital admissions and
the number of those receiving breathing tubes are dropping, indicating
that measures taken to force people to keep their distance from one
another are succeeding.

And alarming as the one-day increase in deaths might sound, the
governor said that's a "lagging indicator," reflecting severely ill people
who had been hospitalized before this week. Over the past several days,
in fact, the number of deaths in New York appeared to be leveling off.
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Patients are brought into Wyckoff Heights Medical Center by staff wearing
personal protective gear due to COVID-19 concerns, Tuesday, April 7, 2020, in
the Brooklyn borough of New York. The new coronavirus causes mild or
moderate symptoms for most people, but for some, especially older adults and
people with existing health problems, it can cause more severe illness or death.
(AP Photo/John Minchillo)

"You see that plateauing—that's because of what we are doing. If we
don't do what we are doing, that is a much different curve," he said. "So
social distancing is working."

Across the U.S., the death toll topped 11,000, with around 370,000
confirmed infections. Some of the deadliest hot spots included Detroit,
New Orleans and the New York metropolitan area, which includes parts
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of Long Island, New Jersey and Connecticut.

In London, the 55-year-old Johnson, the world's first head of
government known to have fallen ill with the virus, was in stable
condition and conscious at a hospital, where he was receiving oxygen but
was not on a ventilator, said his spokesman James Slack. Foreign
Secretary Dominic Raab was designated to run the country in the
meantime.

"We're desperately hoping that Boris can make the speediest possible
recovery," said Cabinet minister Michael Gove, who is among scores of
British officials in self-isolation.

  
 

  

A man reads a newspaper with the headline: 'PM in intensive care', outside St
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Thomas' Hospital in central London as British Prime Minister Boris Johnson is in
intensive care fighting the coronavirus in London, Tuesday, April 7, 2020.
Johnson was admitted to St Thomas' hospital in central London on Sunday after
his coronavirus symptoms persisted for 10 days. Having been in hospital for tests
and observation, his doctors advised that he be admitted to intensive care on
Monday evening. The new coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptoms for
most people, but for some, especially older adults and people with existing health
problems, it can cause more severe illness or death.(AP Photo/Kirsty
Wigglesworth)

Elsewhere around the world, Japan's prime minister declared a state of
emergency for Tokyo and six other regions after a spike in infections,
but it was a stay-at-home request—not an order—and violators will not
be penalized. Japan has relatively few infections and deaths but has the
world's oldest population, and the elderly have proved especially
vulnerable to the virus.

In some European hot spots, as in New York, authorities saw signs that
the outbreak was turning a corner, based on slowdowns in new deaths
and hospitalizations.

In Spain, one of the hardest-hit countries, new deaths Tuesday rose to
743 and infections climbed by 5,400 after five days of declines, but the
increases were believed to reflect a weekend backlog. Authorities said
slowing the contagion will be a long process and were confident in the
downward trend.
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Medical workers in protective suits entering a building under lockdown in
downtown Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on Tuesday, April 7, 2020. The Malaysian
government issued a restricted movement order to the public to help curb the
spread of the new coronavirus. The new coronavirus causes mild or moderate
symptoms for most people, but for some, especially older adults and people with
existing health problems, it can cause more severe illness or death. (AP
Photo/Vincent Thian)

Italian health authorities appealed to people ahead of Easter weekend not
to lower their guard and to abide by a lockdown now in its fifth week,
even as new cases dropped to a level not seen since the early weeks of
the outbreak.

"Finally it seems we are beginning to see a lessening of new cases" after
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a plateau phase, said Giovanni Rezza, director of the infectious-disease
division of Italy's national health institute.

''Don't ever forget even for an instant that this invisible, strong and
unknown virus has taken 16,523 lives through yesterday,'' said
Domenico Arucuri, Italy's commissioner for fighting the virus, reciting
the figure repeatedly. ''I beg you, in the next hours and days, do not
cancel this number from your memory.''

New cases were also slowing in France and Portugal. To keep up social
distancing, Paris banned daytime jogging just as warm spring weather
settled in.

  
 

  

A member of the health staff team wearing a protective suit to protect against
coronavirus, transfers a patient into an ambulance at the Severo Ochoa hospital
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in Leganes, outskirts of Madrid, Spain, Tuesday, April 7, 2020. The new
coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptoms for most people, but for some,
especially older adults and people with existing health problems, it can cause
more severe illness or death. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)

U.S. Surgeon General Jerome Adams said that if Americans continue to
practice social distancing for the rest of April, "we will be able to get
back to some sense of normalcy."

"I want the American people to know there is a light at the end of this
tunnel, and we feel confident that if we keep doing the right thing for the
rest of this month, that we can start to slowly reopen in some places," he
said on ABC's "Good Morning America."

One lockdown exception in the U.S. was Wisconsin, which asked
hundreds of thousands of voters to ignore a stay-at-home order to
participate in its presidential primary Tuesday.

The lines were particularly long in Milwaukee, the state's largest city and
a Democratic stronghold, where just five of 180 traditional polling
places were open. Many voters across the state did not have facial
coverings in line with public health recommendations.
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Medical staff work in the Intensive Care Unit of the Bassini Hospital, in
Cinisello Balsamo, near Milan, Italy, Tuesday, April 7, 2020. Domenico Arcuri,
Italy's commissioner for fighting the COVID-19 virus, appealed to Italians ahead
of the Easter weekend to not lower their guard and to abide by a lockdown now
in its fifth week. The new coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptoms for
most people, but for some, especially older adults and people with existing health
problems, it can cause more severe illness or death. (Claudio Furlan/LaPresse via
AP)

The U.S. government's top infectious-disease expert, Dr. Anthony Fauci,
was cautiously optimistic, saying that in New York, "what we have been
doing has been working."

Stocks climbed in early trading on Wall Street as markets around the
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world piled on even more big gains following their huge rally a day
earlier. The S&P 500 index rose 3% in the first few minutes of trading
and added on to Monday's 7% surge, following encouraging signs from
some of the hardest-hit corners of the world.

China, the first country to go into lockdown and among the strictest,
reported no new deaths over the past 24 hours for the first time since it
began publishing statistics on the virus that emerged in December in the
city of Wuhan. Many experts, however, have been skeptical of China's
virus figures. The final travel restrictions in Wuhan are being lifted
Wednesday.

  
 

  

People wear face masks as they exit a subway station in Beijing, Tuesday, April
7, 2020. China on Tuesday reported no new deaths from the coronarivus over the
past 24 hours and just 32 new cases, all from people who returned from
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overseas. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)

  
 

  

Men sit spaced apart as a social distancing effort to help curb the spread of the
coronavirus in a train station waiting area, Tuesday, April 7, 2020, in Jakarta,
Indonesia. The new coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptoms for most
people, but for some, especially older adults and people with existing health
problems, it can cause more severe illness or death. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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A healthcare worker attends to a COVID-19 patient in an intensive care unit
(ICU) at the General University Hospital in Prague, Czech Republic, Tuesday,
April 7, 2020. The new coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptoms for most
people, but for some, especially older adults and people with existing health
problems, it can cause more severe illness or death. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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Children look out from the window of their house during a lockdown to help
curb the spread of the new coronavirus in Kabul, Afghanistan, Tuesday, April 7,
2020. (AP Photo/Rahmat Gul)
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People ride an escalator up toward a train station Tuesday, April 7, 2020, in
Tokyo. Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe declared a state of emergency on
Tuesday for Tokyo and six other prefectures to ramp up defenses against the
spread of the coronavirus. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Doctors interact with people at a slum area during lockdown to control the
spread of the new coronavirus in Mumbai, India, Tuesday, April 7, 2020. The
new coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptoms for most people, but for
some, especially older adults and people with existing health problems, it can
cause more severe illness or death. (AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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This photo taken Sunday April 5, 2020 shows the Trocadero square with the
Eiffel Tower in background during the nationwide confinement due to the
coronavirus outbreak in Paris. The new coronavirus causes mild or moderate
symptoms for most people, but for some, especially older adults and people with
existing health problems, it can cause more severe illness or death. (AP
Photo/Lesdronographes)
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A doctor speaks through a loudspeaker during a protest at Evagelismos hospital
during the World Health Day, in Athens, Tuesday, April 7, 2020. State hospital
doctors' union staged protests at several hospitals to demand more hiring and
mobilisation of private clinics. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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Customers wear face masks as they line up to enter a supermarket keeping social
distancing following the government's measures to help stop the spread of the
coronavirus, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, April 7, 2020. Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu announced Monday a complete lockdown over the
upcoming Passover holiday to control the country's coronavirus outbreak, but
offered citizens some hope by saying he expects to lift widespread restrictions
after the week-long festival. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)
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A worker cleans the pavement close to the Plaza Mayor square during the
lockdown to combat the spread of coronavirus in downtown Madrid, Spain,
Tuesday, April 7, 2020. The new coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptoms
for most people, but for some, especially older adults and people with existing
health problems, it can cause more severe illness or death. (AP Photo/Manu
Fernandez)

Worldwide, more than 1.3 million people have been confirmed infected
and over 75,000 have died, according to Johns Hopkins University. The
true numbers are almost certainly much higher, because of limited
testing, different rules for counting the dead and deliberate
underreporting by some governments.

For most people, the virus causes mild to moderate symptoms such as
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fever and cough. But for some, especially older adults and the infirm, it
can cause pneumonia. Close to 300,000 people have recovered
worldwide.

One of the main models on the outbreak, from the University of
Washington, is now projecting about 82,000 U.S. deaths through early
August, or 12% fewer than previously forecast, with the highest number
of daily deaths occurring on April 16.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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