
 

PM: Canada's first wave of cases won't end
until the summer
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Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau addresses Canadians on the COVID-19
pandemic from Rideau Cottage in Ottawa, Ontario, Wednesday, April 8, 2020.
(Sean Kilpatrick/The Canadian Press via AP)

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said Thursday Canadians will
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need to stay at home and practice physical distancing for months as the
first wave of COVID-19 cases in the country won't end until the summer
and Canada won't return to normal until there is a vaccine—which could
take a year and a half.

Trudeau's starkest comments to date about the pandemic came as
Canada's top public health officer predicted it could cost at least 4,500
lives and a government agency announced the Canadian economy lost
1,011,000 jobs in March.

Trudeau said the country is in the early stage of the outbreak because the
virus came to Canada later than to some other nations and he said the
first wave won't reach its peak until late spring. Trudeau called it the
"challenge of our generation."

"This is the new normal, until a vaccine is developed," Trudeau said. "It
will take months of continued, determined effort. We'll need to keep
practicing physical distancing, staying home and washing our hands."

Once Canada gets through the first wave, some economic activity will
start up again, he said.

"It's important that people understand that we will have to be vigilant for
a year or year and half. There will be things we are not able to do,"
Trudeau said.

He said that even after the first wave ends, smaller outbreaks are likely
until there is a vaccine. Canada had more than 19,774 confirmed cases
and 461 deaths as of Thursday. The country has conducted more than
373,000 tests.

Health officials said they expected the number of Canadians killed by
the disease to double over the next week said that without controls in
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place, models show as many as 80% of Canada's population could
become infected, and as many as 350,000 could die.

"These stark numbers tell us we must do everything we can now to
remain in that best-case scenario," said Dr. Theresa Tam, Canada's chief
public health officer.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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