
 

Sierra Leone announces three-day lockdown
against coronavirus

April 1 2020

Sierra Leone has declared a three-day lockdown, the government said on
Wednesday, after authorities recorded a second coronavirus case in the
poor West African state.

Speaking at a press conference in the capital Freetown on Wednesday,
Sierra Leone's coronavirus response coordinator told reporters that the
stay-at-home order will apply from Sunday.

The announcement comes after health authorities announced a second
coronavirus case in the former British colony on Wednesday, in a doctor
working in a Freetown hospital.

"Health workers will be provided with face masks," said Defence
Minister Kellie Conteh, the coronavirus coordinator, who added that
citizens should strive to wear masks too.

Conteh did not respond to a question from AFP asking why the
lockdown will last for only three days, however.

Nigeria has locked down its megalopolis Lagos for two weeks, for
example, while South Africa has ordered people to stay at home for
three weeks.

There are fears that Sierra Leone—a poor country of some 7.5 million
people—is ill-equipped for a large outbreak.
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The country was already badly hit by the 2014-2016 West African Ebola
crisis, which killed almost 4,000 people in Sierra Leone.

Conteh, the defence minister, said that all religious gatherings would
now also be banned.

The government had already shut land borders and schools, and stopped
international flights in a bid to curb the virus.

© 2020 AFP

Citation: Sierra Leone announces three-day lockdown against coronavirus (2020, April 1)
retrieved 26 April 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-04-sierra-leone-three-day-lockdown-coronavirus.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-04-sierra-leone-three-day-lockdown-coronavirus.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

