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Spain 'far from victory' in virus fight: PM

April 12 2020
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Spain is "far from victory" in its fight against the coronavirus, Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez warned on Sunday as the country's death toll
from the pandemic rose again after falling for three days in a row.

The nation registered 619 new deaths in the last 24 hours from
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COVID-19, bringing the death toll to 16,972, the health ministry said,
the highest in the world after the United States and Italy. The toll was
510 on Saturday, the lowest since March 23.

But the number of new infections continued its slow, rising by 4,167 to
166,019, a smaller increase than was recorded on Saturday.

Although health chiefs say the pandemic has peaked, they have urged
the population to strictly follow a national lockdown which was put in
place on March 14 in order to reduce the spread of the virus.

"We are still far from victory, from the moment when he will recover
normality in our lives," Sanchez said during a televised address.

"We are all keen to go back out on the streets... but out desire is even
greater to win the war and prevent a relapse,"” he added.

His comments come as Spain braced for the reopening of some sectors
of its economy, with some factory and construction workers set to return
to work on Monday.

The government on March 30 tightened the lockdown by halting all non-
essential activities for two weeks but this measure is now about to be
lifted, drawing criticism from some regional leaders and unions.

Police will hand out face masks at metro and train stations on Monday as
some companies re-open after this so-called "economic hibernation"
period.

'Gradual’ left of restrictions

The rest of the lockdown restrictions in the nation of around 47 million
people will remain in place until April 25 although the government has
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made clear it expects to announce another two-week extension.

They prevent people from going outside except to go to work if they can
not do so from home, buy food, seek medical care and briefly walk their
dog.

Sanchez warned on Sunday that Spain had not entered the "second
phase" in the fight against the coronavirus of a "de-escalation" of
lockdown measures "which will start at the earliest in two weeks and will
be very gradual and very prudent".

"Health will always be the priority," he added.

Earlier on Sunday Tourism Minister Reyes Maroto warned that rules on
social distancing will remain in place this summer "even on the beach".

"Until there is a vaccine nothing will be the way it was before," she
added in an interview published in daily newspaper El Pais.

Spain is the world's second-most visited country after France and
tourism is crucial for the domestic economy, making up nearly 12
percent of gross domestic product.
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