
 

Britain's death toll from the coronavirus
rivals Italy's

May 5 2020, by Jill Lawless, David Rising and Nick Perry

  
 

  

Pedestrians walk along side closed shops during the coronavirus lockdown in
London, Tuesday, May 5, 2020. Whilst a few European countries relax the
COVID-19 lockdown, Britain still remains under lockdown without an exit
strategy yet.(AP Photo/Frank Augstein)

1/18



 

Britain on Tuesday became the first country in Europe to confirm more
than 30,000 coronavirus deaths, and infections rose sharply again in
Russia, even as other nations made great strides in containing the
scourge. China marked its third week with no new reported deaths, while
South Korea restarted its baseball season.

In the U.S., some states took continued steps to lift the lockdown
restrictions that have thrown millions out of work, even as the country
recorded thousands of new infections and deaths every day.

Underscoring the stakes, New York state reported 1,700 more people
died in nursing homes than it had previously counted.

President Donald Trump, meanwhile, planned to fly to Arizona to visit a
Honeywell factory that makes respirator masks, in what could be a
return to more regular travel for the president.

Britain appeared set to surpass Italy as Europe's hardest-hit nation, even
as the rate of deaths and hospitalization declined and the government
prepared to take tentative steps out of lockdown.

The British government said about 28,700 people with COVID-19 had
died in hospitals, nursing homes and other settings, while Italy reported
close to 29,100 fatalities. Both figures are almost certainly
underestimates because they include only people who tested positive,
and testing was not widespread in Italian and British nursing homes until
recently.
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Dario Goga, left, and Neri Goga, owners of Goga Cafè restaurant in Milan, sit at
a table with a plexiglass partition between tables during a demonstration for the
media for solutions for preventing the spread of COVID-19 virus, a day after
Italy emerged from a two-month coronavirus shutdown, in Milan, Italy, Tuesday,
May 5, 2020. Around the country, construction sites and manufacturing
operations resumed, and restaurants and gelaterie scrubbed their floors in
preparation for take-out service. Sit-down service in bars and restaurants, as well
as the reopening of commercial shops and hairdressers is still several weeks off
and dependent on the implementation of social distancing and hygiene measures.
(Claudio Furlan/LaPresse via AP)

Yet official British statistics released Tuesday on people who died with
suspected COVID-19 put the country's toll at more than 30,000 as of
April 24, or one-third higher than the government count at the time. A
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comparable figure for Italy was not available.

In Russia, the number of infections rose sharply again, with Moscow
reporting more than 10,000 new cases for three days in a row.

At the same time, many European countries that have relaxed strict
lockdowns after new infections tapered off were watching their virus
numbers warily.

"We know with great certainty that there will be a second wave—the
majority of scientists are sure of that. And many also assume that there
will be a third wave," said Lothar Wieler, the head of Germany's national
disease control center.

Italy this week allowed 4.4 million people to go back to work and eased
restrictions on personal movement for the first time in two months.

  
 

  

A woman wears a mask to protect against the coronavirus as she passes a sign in
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the window of a hairdressing salon in London, Monday, May 4, 2020, as the UK
enters a seventh week of lockdown to help stop the spread of coronavirus. The
highly contagious COVID-19 coronavirus has impacted on nations around the
globe, many imposing self isolation and exercising social distancing when people
move from their homes. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)

The coming weeks are essentially an "experiment" to see how the
infection curve reacts to the easing of the West's first lockdown, the
head of infectious diseases at Italy's Superior Institute of Health told the
La Repubblica newspaper.

"We are not out of the epidemic. We are still in it," said Dr. Giovanni
Rezza. "I don't want people to think there's no more risk and we go back
to normal."

Widely seen as a success story, South Korea reported only three new
cases of the virus, its lowest total since Feb. 18. Schools will reopen in
phases starting with high school seniors on May 13, but the highlight
Tuesday was the baseball season, which began with no spectators
allowed.

Cheerleaders danced beneath rows of empty seats, and umpires wore
face masks as one of the world's first major professional sports returned
to action in games broadcast around the globe. Players and coaches were
subjected to fever screenings before entering stadiums.
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A TV cameraman walks through the spectators' seating which are covered with
pictures of fans, before the start of a regular season baseball game between
Hanwha Eagles and SK Wyverns in Incheon, South Korea, Tuesday, May 5,
2020. South Korea's professional baseball league start its new season on May 5,
initially without fans, following a postponement over the coronavirus. (AP
Photo/Lee Jin-man)

With major league baseball in the U.S. still mulling plans on what to do
about its own season, American sports network ESPN signed a contract
to broadcast six South Korean games per week, starting with Tuesday's
season opener between Daegu's Samsung Lions and Changwon-based
NC Dinos, which the Dinos won 4-0.

The country's professional soccer leagues will kick off Friday, also
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without spectators.

In China, it has been three weeks since any new deaths have been
reported in the country where the pandemic began late last year. Just one
new case of infection was confirmed, and fewer than 400 patients are
still being treated for COVID-19, health officials said.

Other places in the Asia-Pacific region have also suppressed outbreaks,
including Hong Kong, Taiwan, Vietnam, Thailand, Australia and New
Zealand, which has reported no new cases for two days. But experts said
India, a nation of 1.3 billion people, has yet to see the peak of its
outbreak.

  
 

  

A woman shops at an open air market which reopened today in Saint Jean de
Luz, southwestern France, Tuesday, May 5, 202. France prepares to lift its strict
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nationwide lockdown on May 11. (AP Photo/Bob Edme)

In Britain, which unlike other European nations remains in lockdown, a
trial began Tuesday of a mobile phone app that authorities hope will help
contain the outbreak. The app, which warns people if they have been
near an infected individual, is being tested on the Isle of Wight, off
England's southern coast. The government hopes it can be rolled out
across the country later this month.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson plans to soon detail a route out of the
nationwide lockdown that began March 23 and runs through Thursday.
Critics say Johnson's Conservative government responded too slowly
when COVID-19 began to spread, failed to contain the outbreak by not
widely testing people with symptoms, then failed to trace and isolate the
contacts of those infected.

Countries that did that, including South Korea and Germany, have
recorded much lower death rates than those that did not.
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The bridal couple Janine and Philip wait on a stage for mayor Thomas Geisel,
right, at their wedding at a Drive-in cinema in Duesseldorf, Germany, Tuesday,
May 5, 2020. The Drive-in theater started to register official marriages on a
stage, allowing all relatives and friends to attend in their cars, as weddings at the
registry office are limited due to the coronavirus pandemic. (AP Photo/Martin
Meissner)

The British government's chief scientific adviser, Patrick Vallance,
acknowledged, "If we'd managed to ramp up testing capacity quicker, it
would have been beneficial."

In France, scientists released a study saying they may have identified a
possible case of the coronavirus dating back to December, about a month
before the first cases were officially confirmed in Europe. Outside
experts said the study was interesting but not conclusive.
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Governments around the world have reported 3.6 million infections and
more than a quarter-million deaths, including nearly 69,000 in the
United States. Deliberately concealed outbreaks, low testing rates and
the severe strain the disease has placed on health care systems mean the
true scale of the pandemic is undoubtedly much greater.

Several states have been moving to relax restrictions even as daily new
infections in the U.S. exceed 20,000 and daily deaths are well over
1,000, according to figures from Johns Hopkins University.

  
 

  

Health workers wearing protective suits immunize small children against measles
from their vehicle during an enhanced community quarantine to prevent the
spread of the new coronavirus in Manila, Philippines on Tuesday May 5, 2020.
(AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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French President Emmanuel Macron wears a protective face mask as he speaks
with schoolchildren during a class at the Pierre Ronsard elementary school
Tuesday, May 5 2020 in Poissy, outside Paris. Starting from May 11, all French
businesses will be allowed to resume activity and schools will start gradually
reopening. (Ian Langsdon, Pool via AP)
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Health officials escort an elderly women back home under hot sun after she had
a coronavirus test at a wet market in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on Tuesday, May
5, 2020. Malaysia's government says all foreign workers must undergo
mandatory virus testing as many business sectors reopen in parts of the country
for the first time since a partial virus lockdown began March 18. (AP
Photo/Vincent Thian)
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A man wearing a face shield and mask to protect against coronavirus travels on a
metro during a gradual lifting of a lockdown to prevent the spread of the
coronavirus, COVID-19, in Brussels, Tuesday, May 5, 2020. Belgium began
relaxing some of its lockdown measures on Monday. Business-to-business
companies can open their offices to employees again and those taking public
transport must wear a mask. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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Dishes are set on tables with a safe distance of at least one meter, ahead of a visit
of the French President President Macron at the Pierre Ronsard elementary
school Tuesday, May 5 2020 in Poissy, outside Paris. Starting from May 11, all
French businesses will be allowed to resume activity and schools will start
gradually reopening. (Ian Langsdon, Pool via AP)
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A man wears full protective equipment to protect against the coronavirus as he
shops in London, Monday, May 4, 2020, as the UK enters a seventh week of
lockdown to help stop the spread of coronavirus. The highly contagious
COVID-19 has impacted on nations around the globe, many imposing self
isolation and exercising social distancing when people move from their homes.
(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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Mercedes Mejia, left, and Coralia Hernandez pose for a selfie in front of the still-
closed courtyard of the TCL Chinese Theatre, Monday, May 4, 2020, on
Hollywood Blvd. in Los Angeles. Shutdown orders continue in California due to
the coronavirus pandemic. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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People keep their social distance as the sun sets along Ocean Beach, Monday,
May 4, 2020, in San Diego during the coronavirus pandemic. (AP Photo/Gregory
Bull)

When and how to ease lockdowns will remain a key policy question for
governments and cities for months, if not years.

After India relaxed some lockdown restrictions on Monday, thousands of
people turned up at liquor stores without following social distancing
recommendations. Police used batons to disperse the crowds. On
Tuesday, Indian authorities imposed a special tax of 70% on liquor
purchases.
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© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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