
 

Iraq faces full local lockdowns as virus cases
jump
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Mustafa al-Kahdimi, Iraqi Prime Minister-designate speaks to members of the
Iraqi parliament in Baghdad, Iraq, Thursday, May 7, 2020. Iraq's former spy
chief was sworn in early Thursday as the prime minister by lawmakers after
weeks of tense political negotiations as the country faces a severe economic
crisis spurred by the coronavirus pandemic. The parliament approved the
government of al-Kahdimi after long wrangling over his proposed Cabinet. (Iraqi
Parliament Media Office, via AP)
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Iraq will impose a complete lockdown on some areas of the capital, the
country's new health minister said on Monday, amid an uptick in
coronavirus cases in recent weeks since curfew hours were relaxed.

The new government under Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi was
sworn into power just two weeks ago following a five-month leadership
vacuum. Responding to the pandemic and a severe economic crisis
brought on by falling oil prices is foremost on its agenda.

Areas of Baghdad believed to play a role in spreading the virus will face
a full lockdown as of Wednesday for a period of two weeks, Health
Minister Hassan al-Tamimi said in a statement.

The areas lie in Baghdad's peripheries and are mostly impoverished and
over-crowded. They include Sadr City, Habibia, Hurriya, Shula, Ameria,
and Kamalia.

Al-Tamimi said in the statement the measures were taken in view of the
rising number of cases in recent weeks and to stem the spread of the
virus, according to the statement.

At least 123 people have died among 3,404 confirmed cases of
coronavirus in Iraq, according to Health Ministry statistics. The number
of confirmed cases per day has risen since curfew hours were relaxed
during the holy month of Ramadan from 5 p.m. to 5 a.m. On Sunday, for
example, 144 cases were recorded. Before curfew hours were relaxed,
only between 22-30 new infections were being reported daily.
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People shop in preparation for the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan, in
Baghdad, Iraq, Tuesday, April 21, 2020. Ramadan begins with the new moon
later this week, Muslims all around the world are trying to work out how to
maintain the many cherished rituals of Islam's holiest month. (AP Photo/Hadi
Mizban)

Sudan's health emergency committee also said it will extend the
lockdown of its capital, Khartoum, and the surrounding province for two
weeks, starting on Tuesday.

The strict order was renewed as the number of known infections jumped
to 2,591 in the country, stoking fears that more cases will overwhelm the
state's dilapidated health system. The curfew bars citizens in Khartoum
from visiting families in far-flung provinces and potentially bringing the
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virus with them during Eid al-Fitr, the three-day festival that marks the
end of the Islamic holy month of Ramadan.

Meanwhile, the U.N. special envoy for Syria on Monday said the
pandemic "has so far not hit Syria at the scale initially feared – but also
fears that it still could do so."

Geir Pedersen told the U.N. Security Council that the officially reported
number of cases is 64 in Syria, of which 58 are in government-controlled
areas and 6 are in the northeast, but he cautioned that testing has been
limited. No cases have yet been reported in the northwest, the last rebel-
held stronghold, he said.

  
 

  

People shop in preparation for the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan, in
Baghdad, Iraq, Tuesday, April 21, 2020. Ramadan begins with the new moon
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later this week and Muslims all around the world are trying to work out how to
maintain the many cherished rituals of Islam's holiest month during the
coronavirus pandemic. (AP Photo/Hadi Mizban)

  
 

  

People shop in preparation for the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan, in
Baghdad, Iraq, Tuesday, April 21, 2020. Ramadan begins with the new moon
later this week and Muslims all around the world are trying to work out how to
maintain the many cherished rituals of Islam's holiest month during the
coronavirus pandemic. (AP Photo/Hadi Mizban)

Pedersen called for unimpeded humanitarian access across conflict lines
to deliver assistance, including to prevent and protect against the
outbreak in government-controlled areas, in the northwest, and in the
northeast "where gaps in medical supplies have widened."
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He again urged the Syrian government and all other combatants to follow
the example of other governments in the region and elsewhere and
initiate the release of detainees held by both sides in the conflict.

Pedersen also said the virus crisis "has added a new layer to Syria's grave
and worsening economic predicament," pointing to the continuing
depreciation of the Syrian pound in recent weeks which is affecting the
purchasing power of ordinary Syrians.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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