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Kenya said Wednesday it had documented a record 123 cases of
coronavirus in the past 24 hours, a "staggering" figure although one also
explained in part by wider testing.

"Today, I come to you with sombre news," Health Minister Mutahi
Kagwe said.

"Our figures today are staggering. Out of the 3,077 samples tested, we
have 123 positive cases. For the first time we have hit a triple digit.
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"This is the highest number of positive cases we have ever recorded in a
single day since we recorded the first case on March 13."

A total of 1,471 cases of COVID-19 have been recorded in Kenya since
the start of the epidemic. Of these, 55 have been fatal.

The tally of infections has doubled since mid-May but the country has
also tripled its number of daily tests, from less than 1,000 to nearly
3,000, which has helped unearth more cases.

Kagwe sounded a warning about the vulnerability of crowded slums in
the capital Nairobi, which leads the list of new cases followed by the
port city of Mombasa.

"There is a raging number of infections in these areas," he said, adding:
"No-one should have a false sense of security about their immunity to
COVID-19."

Among its anti-coronavirus measures, Kenya has a national 7pm-5am
curfew, which is currently in force until June 6, and has a ban on
entering or exiting the cities of Nairobi, Mombasa, Kilifi, Kwale and
Mandera.
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