
 

Struggles in India, Brazil, US show virus
fight far from won

May 6 2020, by Chris Blake

  
 

  

Relatives mourn at the roadside while waiting for funerary service workers to
pick up of the body of Arlen Laranjeira Bezerra, 39, a victim of the new
coronavirus who died after fleeing the emergency room of the Delphina Rinaldi
Abdel Aziz Hospital in Manaus, Amazonas state, Brazil, Tuesday, May 5, 2020.
Bezerra was admitted to undergo treatment for COVID-19 disease and after
escaping from the hospital at dawn, his body was found by family members
approximately 200 meters from it. (AP Photo/Edmar Barros)
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Even as countries moved forward Wednesday with easing their
coronavirus restrictions and restarting their economies, a large cluster of
infections linked to a market in India and the first lockdown of a major
Brazilian city highlighted that the battle against the pandemic was far
from won.

In the United States, President Donald Trump emphasized his
determination to see a quick return to normalcy with a visit to an
Arizona mask factory that was expected to kick off his regular travels as
the nation emerges from seven weeks of virus-imposed isolation. The
push to ease stay-at-home orders comes even as U.S. infection rates
outside the New York metropolitan area are rising.

In India, which partly eased its lockdown Monday, health authorities
were rushing to contain an outbreak of the virus at one of Asia's largest
markets for perishable goods. The market in the southern city of
Chennai, spread over more than 250 acres, had remained open
throughout the lockdown and is now tied to at least 1,000 cases.

Another 7,000 people connected to now-shuttered Koyambedu market
were being traced and quarantined, a huge task given that the facility is
critical to the food supply across Tamil Nadu and neighboring states.

The market cluster contributed to India's biggest single-day increase in
virus infections yet, with authorities on Tuesday reporting 3,900 cases
and 195 deaths. The health ministry attributed the spike to reporting
delays by state governments, but experts remain worried about a
potential health catastrophe in a country of 1.3 billion people and a
medical system strained even in the best of times.
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People wear masks to help stop the spread of coronavirus, while waiting in line
to enter a store on Fifth Avenue in Sunset Park, a Brooklyn neighborhood with
one of the city's largest Mexican and Hispanic communities, Tuesday, May 5,
2020, in New York. The annual street festival parade marking Cinco de Mayo
was canceled this year due to COVID-19. (AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews)

The capital of Brazil's tropical Maranhão state ground largely to a halt
Tuesday, becoming the first major city in the country to enter a
lockdown in the hopes of preventing the coronavirus from overwhelming
the health care system of one of the nation's poorest states.

Some 1.5 million people in São Luís and three neighboring cities have
been confined to their homes, except for a handful of essential tasks.
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The vast majority of businesses have been shuttered, as have schools and
public transport. Parks are closed, and residents cannot go out to
exercise.

The decree from the state governor will last 10 days to start and applies
to one-fifth the state's population. It comes despite President Jair
Bolsonaro's insistence that only the elderly and other high-risk
populations should stay home. The president and his followers have
repeatedly criticized local leaders who imposed more stringent
restrictions in the face of surging coronavirus cases.

  
 

  

President Donald Trump participates in a tour of a Honeywell International plant
that manufactures personal protective equipment, Tuesday, May 5, 2020, in
Phoenix, with Tony Stallings, vice president of Integrated Supply Chain at
Honeywell, right and White House chief of staff Mark Meadows. (AP
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Photo/Evan Vucci)

Elsewhere, Britain's official death toll, at more than 29,000, topped that
of Italy to become the highest in Europe and second-highest in the world
behind the United States. The official number of dead worldwide
surpassed a quarter-million, according to a count by Johns Hopkins'
University, though the true toll is believed to be much higher.

On his visit to Arizona, Trump acknowledged the human cost of
returning to normalcy.

"I'm not saying anything is perfect, and yes, will some people be
affected? Yes. Will some people be affected badly? Yes. But we have to
get our country open and we have to get it open soon," he said.

On Monday, a model from the University of Washington nearly doubled
its projection of COVID-19 deaths in the U.S. to around 134,000
through early August, with a range of 95,000 to nearly 243,000. Dr.
Christopher Murray, director of the institute that created the projections,
said the increase is largely because most states are expected to ease
restrictions by next week.
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Cars and trucks are driven on a relatively empty highway in Frankfurt, Germany,
Wednesday, May 6, 2020. Due to the coronavirus a lot less traffic is seen during
the day. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)

Trump, asked about the projections before traveling to Arizona, disputed
the accuracy of models in general and said keeping the economy closed
carries deadly costs of its own, such as drug abuse and suicide.

New confirmed infections per day in the U.S. exceed 20,000, and deaths
per day are well over 1,000, according Johns Hopkins figures. And
public health officials warn that the failure to lower the infection rate in
places could lead to many more deaths—perhaps tens of thousands—as
people are allowed to venture out and businesses reopen.

6/12



 

"Make no mistakes: This virus is still circulating in our community,
perhaps even more now than in previous weeks" said Linda Ochs,
director of the Health Department in Shawnee County, Kansas.

According to an Associated Press analysis, the numbers show that when
the New York metropolitan area's progress against the coronavirus is
taken out of the equation, the rest of the U.S. is moving in the wrong
direction.

  
 

  

Tara Van Wieren works on a Mother's Day flower arraignment at Relles Florist
in Sacramento, Calif., Tuesday, May 5, 2020. Florists are among the retail
businesses that Gov. Gavin Newsom said might be eligible to open before the
end of this week under upcoming state guidelines concerning the coronavirus.
(AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli)
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A woman walks in the "Villa 31" neighborhood during a government-ordered
lockdown to curb the spread of the new coronavirus in Buenos Aires, Argentina,
Tuesday, May 5, 2020. According to official data, the number of confirmed
cases of COVID-19 disease in this city's slum have increased in the past week,
putting authorities on high alert. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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An Indian traffic police man stops a motorist during nationwide lockdown in
Gauhati, India, Tuesday, May 5, 2020. India's six-week coronavirus lockdown,
which was supposed to end on Monday, has been extended for another two
weeks, with a few relaxations. Locking down the country's 1.3 billion people has
slowed down the spread of the virus, but has come at the enormous cost of
upending lives and millions of lost jobs. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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Forensic investigators look at the body of a man infected with the new
coronavirus who collapsed on the street and died, according to Police Captain
Diego Lopez, in Quito, Ecuador, Tuesday, May 5, 2020. (AP Photo/Dolores
Ochoa)
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An employee calls for a client to enter a fast food restaurant, during a
government lockdown restricting residents to essential shopping in the mornings
in an attempt to contain the spread of the new coronavirus, in La Paz, Bolivia,
Tuesday, May 5, 2020. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)

When the still-locked-down area is included, new infections in the U.S.
appear to be declining, according to the AP analysis. It found that the
five-day rolling average for new cases has decreased from 9.3 per
100,000 people three weeks ago on April 13 to 8.6 on Monday.

But subtracting the New York area from the analysis changes the story.
Without it, the rate of new cases in the U.S. increased over the same
period from 6.2 per 100,000 people to 7.5.
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While the daily number of new deaths in the New York area has
declined markedly in recent weeks, it has essentially plateaued in the rest
of the U.S. Without greater New York, the rolling five-day average for
new deaths per 500,000 people dropped slightly from 1.86 on April 20th
to 1.82 on Monday.

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo said the national debate over when to
reopen ultimately boils down to the value placed on people's lives.

"The faster we reopen, the lower the economic cost—but the higher the
human cost, because the more lives lost," he said. "That, my friends, is
the decision we are really making."

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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