
 

Virus cases drop to zero in China but surge
in Latin America

May 23 2020, by Geir Moulson, Yuri Kageyama and Angela Charlton

  
 

  

Red tape blocks off some seats in an attempt to promote social distancing at a
movie theater which reopened on May 22, in Kyoto, western Japan, Saturday,
May 23, 2020. Japan has lifted the coronavirus state of emergency in Osaka and
the two neighboring prefectures of Kyoto and Hyogo while keeping the measure
in place in the Tokyo region and the northernmost island of Hokkaido. (Kyodo
News via AP)
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New coronavirus cases dropped to zero in China for the first time
Saturday but overwhelmed hospitals across Latin America – both in
countries lax about lockdowns and those lauded for firm, early
confinement. The virus hit a reopened church in Germany and possibly a
restaurant, too.

The pandemic's persistence stymied authorities struggling to keep people
safe and revive their economies at the same time, disrupting the
Memorial Day weekend in the United States and collective celebrations
around the Muslim world marking the end of the holy month of
Ramadan.

In countries with weak health care systems, impoverished populations
and not enough clean water, fighting the virus is increasingly difficult.

"I'm a mother, if I don't go out and sell, my children won't have food to
eat. I am obliged to go out and come here to sell the products despite the
danger that we are in," said Nagnouma Kante, a market vendor in the
capital of Guinea.

Turkey imposed its toughest lockdown measures yet starting Saturday
for the end of Ramadan, and Yemen's Houthi rebels urged believers to
use masks and stay inside as authorities around the Muslim world try to
contain infections at a time usually marked by days of multigenerational
feasting and collective prayer.

Elsewhere, many governments are easing restrictions as they face
historic recessions brought on by the global battle against the virus. In
just a few months, the pandemic has killed at least 338,000 people
worldwide and infected more than 5.2 million, according to a tally kept
by Johns Hopkins University.
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Dr. Rosa Lopez comforts her colleague Victor Cuba, an emergency room nurse
infected with COVID-19, inside the Guillermo Almenara hospital in Lima, Peru,
Friday, May 22, 2020. Despite strict measures to control the virus, this South
American nation of 32 million has become one of the countries worst hit by the
disease. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)

In Germany, which has drawn praise for its handling of the virus, seven
people appear to have been infected with the coronavirus at a restaurant
in the northwest of the country. It would be the first known such case
since restaurants started reopening in the country two weeks ago, with
precautions including a 2-meter (6½-foot) distance between tables,
masks for waiters and an obligation to take the name, address and phone
number of guests so that possible infections can be traced.
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And in the southwestern city of Frankfurt, a parish leader says that
several members of a congregation have tested positive for the
coronavirus after attending a church service on May 10. Six are
hospitalized, news agency dpa quoted the Evangelical Christian Baptist
congregation as saying. The church canceled all gatherings and is now
holding services online.

Religious services have been allowed in the region since May 1, with
conditions that include a 1.5 meter (5-foot) distance between
worshippers and the provision of disinfectant.

  
 

  

A baby with a face shield waits to board a plane at an airport in Wuhan, central
China's Hubei Province Saturday, May 23, 2020. China on Saturday reported no
new confirmed cases or deaths from the new coronavirus. (Kyodo News via AP)
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The new infections are not seen as a threat to Germany's overall virus
strategy, and Chancellor Angela Merkel said Saturday that the country
had "succeeded so far in achieving the aim of preventing our health
system being overwhelmed."

As deaths and infections surge across Latin America, experts note the
limits of government action in a region where millions have informal
jobs and many police forces are weak or corrupt and unable to enforce
restrictions.

Brazil and Mexico reported record numbers of infections and deaths
almost daily this week, fueling criticism of their presidents for limited
lockdowns. But infections also rose and intensive-care units were
swamped in Peru, Chile and Ecuador, all countries lauded for imposing
early and aggressive business shutdowns and quarantines.

In the U.S., some regions were opening more quickly than others, despite
pressure from President Donald Trump to move faster. California is
preparing its wineries for visitors next week, and Las Vegas casinos
could reopen as soon as June 4.
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A cleaning woman eyes the camera through her fogged up goggles, inside the
intensive care unit for COVID-19, at the Guillermo Almenara hospital in Lima,
Peru, Friday, May 22, 2020. Despite strict measures to control the virus, this
South American nation of 32 million has become one of the countries worst hit
by the disease. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)

As Americans honor their military on the long Memorial Day weekend,
some families plan to visit beaches or national parks for the first time
since the virus hit. U.S. Interior Secretary David Bernhardt is scheduled
to visit the Grand Canyon on Saturday, and the White House coronavirus
task force offered guidance on how to designate utensils at picnics or
mark tennis balls to enjoy Memorial Day outings safely.
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The U.S. has been the hardest hit country, with more than 96,000 deaths
among 1.6 million confirmed cases, followed by Russia and Brazil,
according to the Johns Hopkins count.

One bright spot emerged Saturday: China, where the outbreak began late
last year, reported no new confirmed cases for the first time.

Japan's new cases have dwindled to double-digit figures each day and the
country is gradually reopening. Guidelines were released Saturday for
bar hostesses and other nightlife workers to wear masks, gargle every 30
minutes and disinfect karaoke microphones after each use. In South
Korea, more than 200 recent infections have been linked to clubgoers in
Seoul as the country began easing restrictions.
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Doctors meet inside the intensive care unit for COVID-19 patients at the
Guillermo Almenara hospital in Lima, Peru, Friday, May 22, 2020. Despite strict
measures to control the virus, this South American nation of 32 million has
become one of the countries worst hit by the disease. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)

  
 

  

Doctors and nurses attend to COVID-19 patients inside the intensive care unit at
the Guillermo Almenara hospital in Lima, Peru, Friday, May 22, 2020. Despite
strict measures to control the virus, this South American nation of 32 million has
become one of the countries worst hit by the disease. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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People wear face masks as they line up outside the California Donuts retro-style
bakery to purchase donuts in Los Angeles, Friday, May 22, 2020. Millions of
Californians are heading into the Memorial Day weekend with both excitement
and anxiety after restrictions to control the spread of the coronavirus were eased
across much of the state. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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Seniors spaced six feet apart take part in North Star High School's
commencement ceremony in Boswell, Pa., Friday, May 22, 2020, during the
coronavirus pandemic. (John Rucosky/The Tribune-Democrat via AP)
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A doctor pushes a COVID-19 patient in a wheelchair in the emergency area of
the Guillermo Almenara hospital in Lima, Peru, Friday, May 22, 2020. Despite
strict measures to control the virus, this South American nation of 32 million has
become one of the countries worst hit by the disease. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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Patients testing positive for COVID-19 breathe in oxygen in the emergency area
of the Guillermo Almenara hospital in Lima, Peru, Friday, May 22, 2020.
Despite strict measures to control the virus, this South American nation of 32
million has become one of the countries worst hit by the disease. (AP
Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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Virginia High Valedictorian Abigail Faith Dalton is the first student to receive
her diploma during the graduation ceremony at Bristol Motor Speedway, Friday,
May 22, 2020, in Bristol, Tenn. The 2020 Virginia High School class held a
special drive-thru graduation at the Bristol Motor Speedway on Friday night,
amid the coronavirus pandemic. (Andre Teague/Bristol Herald Courier via AP)
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Virginia High's Dymisha Johnson gets ready for the graduation ceremony at
Bristol Motor Speedway, Friday, May 22, 2020, in Bristol, Tenn. The 2020
Virginia High School class held a special drive-thru graduation at the Bristol
Motor Speedway on Friday night, amid the coronavirus pandemic. (Andre
Teague/Bristol Herald Courier via AP)
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Evangelist Mikallo Britow wears a face mask in Sea Point, Cape Town, South
Africa Friday, May 22, 2020. With dramatically increased community
transmissions, Cape Town has become the center of the new coronavirus
outbreak in South Africa and the entire continent. (AP Photo/Nardus
Engelbrecht)
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A city worker, dressed in protective gear, delivers a box of food during a
mandatory quarantine ordered by the government amid the new coronavirus
pandemic in Santiago, Friday, May 22, 2020. The Chilean government began
delivery of 2.5 million boxes of food and cleaning products for vulnerable
families. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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A sign warning that there is no bar seating to comply with social distancing
requirements is seen at Centro Cocina Mexicana restaurant in Sacramento,
Calif., Friday, May 22, 2020. As part of Sacramento County's extended Stage 2
reopening plan, dine-in restaurants and retail stores were allowed to open at noon
Friday after being closed for several months due to the coronavirus pandemic.
(AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli)
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A health care worker attends to a COVID-19 patient inside the intensive care
unit at the Guillermo Almenara hospital in Lima, Peru, Friday, May 22, 2020.
Despite strict measures to control the virus, this South American nation of 32
million has become one of the countries worst hit by the disease. (AP
Photo/Rodrigo Abd)

While some countries are already facing signs of a second wave of
infections, badly hit Russia is still struggling with its first.

"I just want to be in silence for a couple of days. I would like to go
somewhere in the mountains where there is no cell phone signal, so I can
sit quietly and have some air," said Dr. Osman Osmanov, an intensive
care physician at the end of yet another long shift in Moscow, the
epicenter of Russia's outbreak.
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"We're just hoping that soon it will all end, we will win and it will all be
fine."

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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