
 

Wuhan to test all residents after handful of
new infections

May 13 2020, by Chris Blake and Lauran Neergaard

  
 

  

A street food seller stands behind a plastic devider sheet in Bangkok, Thailand,
Wednesday, May 13, 2020. Thai government continue to ease restrictions related
to running business in capital Bangkok that were imposed weeks ago to combat
the spread of COVID-19. (AP Photo/Gemunu Amarasinghe)

Authorities in the Chinese city where the coronavirus pandemic began
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were moving forward Wednesday with efforts to test all 11 million
residents for the virus within 10 days after a handful of fresh infections
were found there.

The U.S. government's top infectious disease expert, meanwhile, issued
a blunt warning that cities and states could see more COVID-19 deaths
and economic damage if they lift stay-at-home orders too quickly—a
sharp contrast to President Donald Trump, who is pushing to right a free-
falling economy.

"There is a real risk that you will trigger an outbreak that you may not be
able to control," Dr. Anthony Fauci warned a Senate committee and the
nation Tuesday as more than two dozen states have begun to lift their
lockdowns.

The tension in balancing people's safety from the virus against the severe
economic fallout is playing out in many other countries, too. Italy
partially lifted lockdown restrictions last week only to see a big jump in
confirmed coronavirus cases in its hardest-hit region. Pakistan reported
2,000 new infections in a single day for the first time after the easing of
its lockdown saw crowds of people crammed into markets throughout
the country.

China, the first nation to put a large number of its citizens under
lockdown and the first to ease those restrictions, has been strictly
guarding against any resurgence.
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Construction workers wearing face masks travel in a back of a crew cab in
Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, May 13, 2020. Thai government continue to
ease restrictions related to running business in capital Bangkok that were
imposed weeks ago to combat the spread of COVID-19. (AP Photo/Gemunu
Amarasinghe)

District health commissions and neighborhood committees in the city of
Wuhan have been told to develop a plan to test all residents in their
jurisdictions, local media reports said. The directive also said the testing
should focus on the elderly, densely populated areas and places with
mobile populations.

A person who answered the mayor's hotline in Wuhan on Wednesday
said local districts had been given 10 days to carry out the tests. The
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official declined to give his name because she was not authorized to
speak to reporters.

The first cases of the new coronavirus were found in Wuhan in
December, and by the end of January the government had placed the
entire city and the surrounding region, home to more than 50 million
people, under a strict lockdown.

A cluster of six new cases was recently found in one part of the city, the
first local infections the government has reported in Wuhan since before
the lockdown was eased in early April.

  
 

  

A man wearing a face mask to protect against the spread of the new coronavirus
walks a bicycle past a shop selling fruits and vegetables in Yokohama near
Tokyo, Wednesday, May 13, 2020. Japan is still under a coronavirus state of
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emergency, which was extended this week until the end of May, though there
have been no hard lockdowns. (AP Photo/Koji Sasahara)

It wasn't clear how many people would actually still need to be tested, as
one expert at Wuhan University told the Global Times newspaper that up
to 5 million residents of Wuhan have already been tested since the
outbreak began.

Worldwide, the virus has infected more than 4.2 million people and
killed over 291,000—with more than 82,000 deaths in the U.S. alone,
the world's highest toll. Experts say the actual numbers are likely far
higher.

Progress was being made in many places, including New Zealand, which
reported no new cases on Wednesday. It was the second day in a row
without any and the fourth such day since early last week.

Director-General of Health Ashley Bloomfield said it was encouraging
news as New Zealand prepares to ease many of its lockdown restrictions
on Thursday. Most businesses, including malls, retail stores and sit-down
restaurants, will be able to reopen. Social distancing rules will remain in
place and gatherings will be limited to 10 people.
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House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., speaks about the so-called Heroes Act,
Tuesday, May 12, 2020 on Capitol Hill in Washington. Pelosi unveiled a more
than $3 trillion coronavirus aid package, a sweeping effort with $1 trillion for
states and cities, "hazard pay" for essential workers and a new round of cash
payments to individuals. (Graeme Jennings/Pool via AP)

"The sense of anticipation is both palpable and understandable,"
Bloomfield said.

Authorities in South Korea said Wednesday that they had no immediate
plans to revive strict social distancing rules despite a spike in cases
linked to nightclubs in Seoul.

In his Senate testimony, Dr. Fauci said more infections and deaths are
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inevitable as people again start gathering, but how prepared communities
are to stamp out those sparks will determine how bad the rebound is.

"There is no doubt, even under the best of circumstances, when you pull
back on mitigation you will see some cases appear," Fauci said.

Move too quickly and "the consequences could be really serious," he
added. It not only would cause "some suffering and death that could be
avoided, but could even set you back on the road to try to get economic
recovery."

  
 

  

People wearing face masks to protect against the spread of the new coronavirus
look at packs of sushi at a shopping area in Yokohama, near Tokyo, Wednesday,
May 13, 2020. Japan is still under a coronavirus state of emergency, which was
extended this week until the end of May, though there have been no hard
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lockdowns. (AP Photo/Koji Sasahara)

With more than 30 million people unemployed in the U.S., Trump has
been pressuring states to reopen.

A recent Associated Press review determined that 17 states did not meet
a key White House benchmark for loosening restrictions—a 14-day
downward trajectory in new cases or positive test rates. Yet many of
those states have begun to reopen or are about to do so, including
Alabama, Kentucky, Maine, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, Ohio,
Oklahoma, Tennessee and Utah.

Of the 33 states that have had a 14-day downward trajectory, 25 are
partially opened or moving to reopen within days, the AP analysis found.
Other states that have not seen a 14-day decline remain closed despite
meeting some benchmarks.

Fauci expressed optimism that eventually vaccines will arrive, along with
treatments in addition to the one drug that so far has shown a modest
effect in fighting COVID—19. But it would be "a bridge too far" to
expect them in time for fall, when schools hope to reopen, he said.
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Ember Kenyon holds a camera as bubbles float through the air, Tuesday, May
12, 2020, during a drive-up car parade to distribute caps and gowns to seniors
graduating from the Tacoma School District's School of the Arts High School,
which has been conducting classes online due to the coronavirus pandemic. All
high schools in the district will hold virtual graduation ceremonies, so the event,
which required students to stay in their cars, allowed them to be greeted by
cheering teachers and administrators one more time before graduation. (AP
Photo/Ted S. Warren)
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Senators listen as Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases, speaks remotely during a virtual Senate Committee for
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions hearing, Tuesday, May 12, 2020 on
Capitol Hill in Washington. Seated from left are Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-
Alaska, Sen. Mike Braun, R-Ind., center, and Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky. (Win
McNamee/Pool via AP)
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A cyclist wearing a mask passes a graffiti-covered wall in the Red Hook
neighborhood of Brooklyn, Tuesday, May 12, 2020, in New York. Warning that
the state isn't out of danger yet, Gov. Andrew Cuomo on Tuesday urged New
Yorkers to wear masks out of respect for the nurses and doctors who have died
to protect people from the coronavirus pandemic. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan)
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Salvador Guadarrama provides a farmworker a hand-sewn mask in a field as
they prepare for watermelon harvest in Edinburg, Texas, Tuesday, May 12,
2020. (Joel Martinez/The Monitor via AP)
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Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va. , questions witnesses during a virtual Senate Committee
for Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions hearing, Tuesday, May 12, 2020 on
Capitol Hill in Washington. (Toni L. Sandys/The Washington Post via AP, Pool)

Although Trump declared this week that "we have met the moment, and
we have prevailed" in increasing and improving virus testing, Republican
senators on the panel were noticeably less sanguine.

A lack of testing has dogged the U.S. response from the beginning, when
a test developed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ran
into numerous problems. Sen. Mitt Romney said the U.S. may finally
have outpaced testing leader South Korea but that country has far fewer
deaths because it started testing early.
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"I find our testing record nothing to celebrate whatsoever," said Romney,
a Republican from Utah.

Trump administration "testing czar" Adm. Brett Giroir said the U.S.
could be performing at least 40 million to 50 million tests per month by
September. That would work out to between 1.3 million and 1.7 million
tests per day. Harvard researchers have said the U.S. must be doing
900,000 by this Friday in order to safely reopen.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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