
 

US sends Brazil malaria drug unproven for
COVID-19 treatment
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Fans of two distinct soccer clubs join forces for an anti-government protest in
Sao Paulo, Brazil, Sunday, May 31, 2020. Police used tear gas to disperse anti-
government protesters in Brazil's largest city as they began to clash with small
groups loyal to President Jair Bolsonaro. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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The U.S. has sent to Brazil more than 2 million doses of a malaria drug
touted by President Donald Trump as potentially protecting against and
treating the coronavirus, even though scientific evidence has not backed
up those uses.

No large, rigorous scientific studies have found the drug,
hydroxychloroquine, safe or effective for preventing or treating
COVID-19, and some smaller studies have indicated worse outcomes
from those taking the drug.

Brazil, now Latin America's hardest-hit country, continues to see a surge
in virus cases, and last week Trump announced that the U.S. was
restricting travel from the country to prevent travelers from spreading
the virus in the U.S.

In a joint statement with the Brazilian government on Sunday, the White
House said the doses of hydroxychloroquine had been sent to Brazil as a
prophylactic for front-line health workers and as a therapeutic for those
who may come down with the virus. The White House said it was also
delivering 1,000 ventilators to Brazil.

Trump revealed in May that he took a two-week course of the drug to
protect against the coronavirus, despite warnings from his own
government that it should only be administered for COVID-19 in a
hospital or research setting due to potentially fatal side effects.

Trump's announcement that he was taking the drug was criticized by 
medical experts who warned that his actions could encourage others to
take the drug outside of a medical setting.

Trump said he decided to take hydroxychloroquine after two White
House staffers tested positive for the disease.
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