
 

Brazil reports a record 1,349 virus deaths in
24 hours
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Brazil reported a record 1,349 coronavirus deaths in a 24-hour period
Wednesday, the health ministry said, as the pandemic continued to take
a grim toll on Latin America's hardest-hit country.
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The figure brought the total death toll from the new coronavirus in
Brazil to 32,548, with 584,016 confirmed infections—the second-
highest caseload worldwide, after the United States.

Brazil's death toll, which has doubled in 17 days, is currently the fourth-
highest worldwide, after the US, Britain and Italy.

Experts say under-testing in the country of 210 million people means the
real numbers are probably much higher.

President Jair Bolsonaro has fiercely criticized coronavirus isolation
measures, even as the number of infections and deaths continues to soar
in Brazil.

The far-right leader has urged business leaders to wage "war" on state
governors who order stay-at-home measures, arguing they are needlessly
hurting Latin America's biggest economy.

Bolsonaro, who famously compared the virus to a "little flu," appears to
have pinned his hopes on the drugs chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine
to stop it.

He has gone through two health ministers since the pandemic began,
firing one and reportedly falling out with the other over his insistence on
recommending hydroxychloroquine despite a lack of scientific
consensus on its safety and effectiveness against COVID-19.

The former number two under ousted health minister Luiz Henrique
Mandetta, Joao Gabbardo, told AFP that Brazil was now facing a
complex scenario with different trajectories of infection in different
regions.

"We have several curves," Gabbardo said, adding Brazil could face a
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similar situation to Italy, "which had a large number of deaths in the
north and not in the south."

Brazil has been hardest hit so far in the southeast—the business and
industrial corridor that includes Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro—the
impoverished northeast, and the north, including the Amazon region with
its vulnerable indigenous population.

The impact has been felt less in the south of the country so far.

However, Gabbardo warned that if the coronavirus starts to spread
rapidly in the south, which is about to hit cold winter temperatures and
peak season for respiratory infections, "there could be very high pressure
on the health system."

Mexico death toll surges

Underlining the pandemic's new epicenter in Latin America, Mexico
meanwhile reported more than 1,000 coronavirus-related deaths in a
24-hour period for the first time.

The daily death toll of 1,092 was more than double the 470 fatalities
reported the day before.

Health undersecretary Hugo Lopez-Gatell explained the stark jump by
saying that some of the deaths recorded on Wednesday had occurred
more than two weeks earlier.

The country of more than 120 million people has now recorded 11,729
deaths—the second-highest toll in Latin America, after Brazil—and
101,238 cases, the office said.

Despite the rapid rise in cases, President Andres Manuel Lopez
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Obrador's government began gradually reopening the economy this
week, in what he called a transition to "the new normal."

The Pan American Health Organization warned Tuesday of a possible
jump in infections in Latin America after some countries, including
Mexico, started relaxing stay-at-home measures.
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