
 

WHO: Countries complaining about contact
tracing are 'lame'
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In this Thursday, June 25, 2020 file photo, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
Director General of the World Health Organization (WHO), attends a press
conference, at the World Health Organization (WHO) headquarters in Geneva,
Switzerland. The head of the World Health Organization dismissed complaints
from countries complaining that contact tracing is too difficult to implement as a
control strategy for the pandemic as "lame." The U.N. health agency has
repeatedly advised countries that shutting down their COVID-19 outbreaks
requires having a strong contact tracing program in place, a labour-intensive
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process of tracking down contacts of people with coronavirus to ensure those at
risk isolate themselves. (Salvatore Di Nolfi/Keystone via AP, File)

The head of the World Health Organization on Monday dismissed
complaints from countries complaining that contact tracing is too
difficult to implement as a control strategy for the coronavirus pandemic
as "lame."

The U.N. health agency has repeatedly advised countries that shutting
down their COVID-19 outbreaks requires having a strong contact tracing
program in place, a labor-intensive process of tracking down contacts of
people with coronavirus to ensure those at risk isolate themselves.

In recent months, countries with large outbreaks of COVID-19,
including Britain and the U.S., have said there are simply too many
contacts to trace for an effective system to be put into place.

Britain had vowed to have a "world-class" contact tracing system in place
earlier this month. But the U.K. ultimately ditched the digital app it
developed for that purpose and politicians have acknowledged the
program is not yet running at full strength despite recruiting thousands of
workers. In recent weeks, British health officials have said their contact
tracers are failing to reach about one quarter of people with the
virus—leaving thousands of people free to pass on COVID-19.

At a media briefing on Monday, WHO Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus pointed to his emergencies director Dr. Michael
Ryan as an example of someone willing to go to extraordinary lengths to
conduct contact tracing, citing Ryan's work—while wearing a
bulletproof helmet and vest—during an Ebola outbreak in a part of
Congo where armed groups had attacked and killed health workers.

2/4

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/armed+groups/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/health+workers/


 

"He believed he had to do everything to stop Ebola and to show that
saving lives actually requires that level of commitment," Tedros said.

Tedros said it wasn't acceptable that some countries claimed there were
too many contacts to trace and that the process itself was too difficult.
He has previously lauded the contact tracing programs adopted by
countries like South Korea, Singapore and China, which involved teams
of health workers tracing tens of thousands of people and ensuring that
those exposed to the virus were isolated.

  
 

  

Activists of Communist Party of India Marxist display placards on face shields
and shout slogans during a protest asking the state government to increase testing
and free treatment for all COVID-19 patients in Hyderabad, India, Monday, June
29, 2020. Governments are stepping up testing and warily considering their next
moves as the number of newly confirmed coronavirus cases surges in many
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countries. India reported more than 20,000 new infections on Monday. (AP
Photo/Mahesh Kumar A.)

Tedros said that well-resourced countries that aren't fighting wars have
little excuse for not carrying out good contact tracing.

"If contact tracing helps you to win the fight, you do it, even (when)
risking your life," he said. "If any country is saying contact tracing is
difficult, it is a lame excuse."

He noted that Tuesday would mark six months since WHO was first
informed by China of an unusual cluster of pneumonia cases, the first
sign of coronavirus' emergence. The disease has since sickened more
than 10 million people and killed about 500,000.

WHO said the pandemic was "accelerating," particularly in the
Americas.

"The hard reality is that this is not even close to being over," Tedros said.
"The worst is yet to come."

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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