
 

Nation's capital could move to phase 2
reopening next week

June 17 2020, by Ashraf Khalil

  
 

  

District of Columbia Mayor Muriel Bowser speaks to the media as
demonstrators gather to protest the death of George Floyd, Wednesday, June 3,
2020, near the White House in Washington. Floyd died after being restrained by
Minneapolis police officers. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

Washington, D.C., officials are targeting next Monday for the start of
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phase two of reopening the nation's capital after months of social
restrictions due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Mayor Muriel Bowser said Wednesday that she would make a final
decision and announcement on Friday. But if the numbers continue
"trending in the right direction," Bowser said she expects to launch phase
two next week.

Playgrounds, libraries, gyms and nail salons would be able to reopen on a
limited basis. All nonessential businesses would be allowed to let
customers inside up to 50% capacity. Restaurants will be able to seat
diners indoors, also at 50% capacity.

"We always have the ability to turn up or turn down our reopening,"
Bowser said. "This virus is not gone. It is still here. It is still spreading."

Theaters, cinemas and concert venues would remain closed but they can
apply for a special waiver from the District government. Public pools
would be reopened on a limited basis, although Bowser said it may take a
few weeks to properly prepare the facilities.

Indoor gatherings of up to 50 people would be allowed. Houses of
worship would be able to hold services for 100 people or 50%
capacity—whichever number is smaller. However, Bowser said the city's
health department is recommending that area churches do not allow their
choirs to perform yet.
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Hair stylist Zak Moukhtabir works on the hair of Cheyenne Foster at the
Georgetown Salon & Spa in Washington, Monday, June 1, 2020. Barbershops
and salons have been reopened in Washington. They can serve customers by
appointment only and "no waiting inside the shop" is allowed Mayor Muriel
Bowser said. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)
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District of Columbia Mayor Muriel Bowser speaks Monday, June 1, 2020, in
Washington, during a news conference to announce a new 7 p.m. curfew for the
city for the next two nights. Across the United States people gathered to protest
the death of George Floyd, who was killed in police custody in Minneapolis on
May 25. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)

"That's what the health people call a super-spreader activity," Bowser
said.

District of Columbia health officials originally laid out a dire prediction
model that saw the virus peaking sometime in July and as many as
100,000 Washingtonians infected by the end of the year. As of
Wednesday, the total number of positive infections in Washington stood
at 9,847 with 523 deaths.
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Bowser credited several months of stay-home orders and social
distancing with helping avoid that fate.

"We know that we have been able to blunt the curve in DC," she said.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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