
 

Puerto Rico extends coronavirus curfew,
reopens more places
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Puerto Rico's governor has extended a coronavirus curfew for three
more weeks, marking the longest such curfew in any U.S. jurisdiction
even as she authorized the re-openings of certain businesses and
government agencies.
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Everyone except essential workers has to stay indoors from 10 p.m. to 5
a.m. until July 22. In addition, face masks remain mandatory, and those
who disobey will be fined.

The initial curfew began in mid-March, and Gov. Wanda Vázquez
warned Sunday that stricter measures could return if she sees a spike in
cases, with several small outbreaks already reported in some towns that
health officials blame on those visiting or returning from the U.S.
mainland.

"Our priority is to keep our island healthy," Vázquez said.

The island of 3.2 million people has reported at least 153 COVID-19
deaths, along with more than 1,630 confirmed cases and more than
5,600 probable cases.

Health experts criticized the latest round of reopenings, saying it was
premature, especially given a lag in government statistics that don't
reflect the impact of major reopenings announced nearly a month ago,
including beaches, movie theaters and gyms.

"We could be entering a critical phase in this pandemic," Puerto Rican
epidemiologist Roberta Lugo said. "They shouldn't have rushed into
these decisions."

Lugo and others also note that the government has done too little testing,
and most of it using the wrong sort of tests to truly know the extent of
the pandemic in Puerto Rico. Adding to the concern is a worsening
drought that led the government to announce strict water rationing
measures on Monday in which nearly 140,000 clients will not have water
for 24 hours every other day starting July 2.

Vázquez said government agencies will reopen to the public starting July
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6, and certain public employees are expected to return to work on July 1.
In addition, people can now resume nearly all sports, with professional
sporting events restarting July 15 except those that require physical
contact, such as boxing.

Casinos were allowed to reopen, but at 75% capacity, and restaurants
and businesses can now operate at that capacity as well, up from 50%.
Concert venues and cemeteries also are reopening, but with social
distancing measures in place. In addition, natural reserves, state forests
and wildlife refuges are re-opening to the public on July 1.

Vázquez also asked that public and private schools start preparing their
reopening plans and coronavirus protocols for August.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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