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In this Friday, June 26, 2020 file photo, people wear masks while exercising at a
gym in Los Angeles. On Thursday, July 9, 2020, the World Health Organization
is acknowledging the possibility that COVID-19 might be spread in the air under
certain conditions—after more than 200 scientists urged the agency to do so.
(AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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The World Health Organization is acknowledging the possibility that
COVID-19 might be spread in the air under certain conditions—after
more than 200 scientists urged the agency to do so.

In an open letter published this week in a journal, two scientists from
Australia and the U.S. wrote that studies have shown "beyond any
reasonable doubt that viruses are released during exhalation, talking and
coughing in microdroplets small enough to remain aloft in the air."

The researchers, along with more than 200 others, appealed for national
and international authorities, including WHO, to adopt more stringent
protective measures.

WHO has long dismissed the possibility that the coronavirus is spread in
the air except for certain risky medical procedures, such as when
patients are first put on breathing machines.

In a change to its previous thinking, WHO noted on Thursday that
studies evaluating COVID-19 outbreaks in restaurants, choir practices
and fitness classes suggested the virus might have been spread in the air.

Airborne spread "particularly in specific indoor locations, such as
crowded and inadequately ventilated spaces over a prolonged period of
time with infected persons cannot be ruled out," WHO said.

Still, officials also pointed out that other modes of transmission—like
contaminated surfaces or close contacts between people in such indoor
environments—might also have explained the disease's spread.

WHO's stance also recognized the importance of people spreading
COVID-19 without symptoms, a phenomenon the organization has long
downplayed.
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https://academic.oup.com/cid/article/doi/10.1093/cid/ciaa939/5867798
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/modes-of-transmission-of-virus-causing-covid-19-implications-for-ipc-precaution-recommendations


 

WHO has repeatedly said such transmission is "rare" despite a growing
consensus among scientists globally that asymptomatic spread likely
accounts for a significant amount of transmission. The agency said that
most spread is via droplets from infected people who cough or sneeze,
but added that people without symptoms are also capable of transmitting
the disease.

"The extent of truly asymptomatic infection in the community remains
unknown," WHO said.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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