
 

South Africa surpasses the UK in confirmed
coronavirus cases
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Undertakers in protective personal equipment prepare for a Muslim burial at
Johannesburg's main Westpark Cemetery, Tuesday, July 14, 2020. Graves are
being prepared across the country as it faces a possible shortages of COVID-19
beds and oxygen supply as the country heads towards its coronavirus peak. (AP
Photo Denis Farrell)
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South Africa on Tuesday surpassed the U.K. in its number of confirmed
coronavirus cases as the country's president warns of "the gravest crisis
in the history of our democracy."

South Africa now has the world's eighth-highest number of cases at
298,292, which represents nearly half of all the confirmed cases on the
African continent. That's according to a Health Ministry statement and
data compiled by Johns Hopkins University researchers, which showed
the U.K. with 292,931 confirmed cases.

The pandemic is now spreading swiftly in parts of the African continent
of 1.3 billion people as the world's most poorly funded health systems
begin to face what experts have warned all along: They would be rapidly
overwhelmed.

South African President Cyril Ramaphosa this week said many more
virus infections have gone undetected despite the country conducting
more than 2.2 million tests, by far the most of any African nation.

A strict lockdown had delayed South Africa's surge in cases but it has
been loosened under economic pressure. Now, what the president calls
the "storm" has arrived, and it is already "stretching our resources and
our resolve to their limits."

Shortages of medical oxygen have been reported as the number of
COVID-19 patients seeking help in breathing grows. Public hospital
beds across the country could fill up within the month.
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A grave is prepared for a Muslim burial at Johannesburg's main Westpark
Cemetery, Tuesday, July 14, 2020. Graves are being prepared across the country
as it faces a possible shortages of COVID-19 beds and oxygen supply as the
country heads towards its coronavirus peak. (AP Photo Denis Farrell)
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A masked man rides on an escalator in a mall in Johannesburg, Tuesday, July 14,
2020. The government has ruled it compulsory for people to wear face coverings
in a bid to control the spread of COVID-19 as the country heads towards its
coronavirus peak. (AP Photo Denis Farrell)
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Diners eat lunch in a usually busy eatery in a mall in Johannesburg, Tuesday, July
14, 2020. The government has ruled it compulsory for people to wear face
coverings in a bid to control the spread of COVID-19 as the country heads
towards its coronavirus peak. (AP Photo Denis Farrell)

South Africa grapples with the pandemic in the dead of winter, with
temperatures in the outbreak epicenter, Gauteng province and
Johannesburg, forecast to drop below freezing overnight. That makes
ventilation a challenge especially in small, crowded homes for the poor.

While public health officials in the United States and elsewhere in the
Northern Hemisphere warn that fall and winter could be a severe test,
South Africa is already demonstrating some of the dangers to come.
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© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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