
 

Top coronavirus advisor warns US in 'new
phase' of pandemic
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The United States has entered a "new phase" of the pandemic, White
House coronavirus advisor Deborah Birx warned Sunday, with rural
areas just as threatened as major cities.
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Birx, who heads the White House coronavirus task force, told CNN's
"State of the Union" that local virus mitigation procedures were starting
to work, but added that "what we are seeing today is different from
March and April".

"It is extraordinarily widespread. It's into the rural as equal urban areas,"
she added. "To everybody who lives in a rural area, you are not immune
or protected from this virus."

"We are in a new phase," Birx said.

She added that sticking to health and safety guidelines—such as wearing
a mask, maintaining personal hygiene and observing social
distancing—was crucial.

As of Sunday, the US had tallied more than 4,665,000 cases of
COVID-19 and 154,834 deaths, according to Johns Hopkins University,
making it by far the hardest-hit country in the world.

The US notched 47,508 new cases on Sunday—a slight dip from the
previous five days, which had all recorded more than 60,000 new
infections.

© 2020 AFP

Citation: Top coronavirus advisor warns US in 'new phase' of pandemic (2020, August 3)
retrieved 20 April 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-08-coronavirus-advisor-phase-pandemic.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/rural+area/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/safety+guidelines/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/personal+hygiene/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-08-coronavirus-advisor-phase-pandemic.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

