
 

EU says first virus vaccinations possible by
Christmas

November 25 2020, by Lorne Cook and Virginia Mayo

  
 

  

This undated photo provided by the University of Oxford shows of vial of
coronavirus vaccine developed by AstraZeneca and Oxford University in
Oxford, England. AstraZeneca, Pfizer and Moderna have all reported promising
results with their vaccines, according to preliminary data, but it could be well
into 2021 before they're rolled out on a large scale. (University of Oxford/John
Cairns via AP, File)
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Vaccinations against the coronavirus could start in the 27 European
Union nations by Christmas and member countries must urgently
prepare their logistical chains to cope with the rollout of hundreds of
millions of doses of the vaccines, according to a top EU official.

Hailing the likelihood that "there's finally light at the end of the tunnel,"
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen told EU
lawmakers Wednesday that "the first European citizens might already be
vaccinated before the end of December."

The commission, the EU's executive arm, has agreements with six
potential vaccine suppliers and is working on a seventh contract. The
deals allow it to purchase over 1.2 billion doses, more than double the
population of the bloc, which stands at around 460 million people. Some
vaccines would require two doses to be effective.

On Tuesday, Brussels said it would sign a contract for up to 160 million
doses of the experimental coronavirus vaccine developed by Moderna,
which the company says appears to be 94.5% effective, according to its
preliminary data.

But von der Leyen said that while vaccines are important, "what counts
are vaccinations. "

"Member states must get ready now. We're talking about millions of
syringes, we're talking about cold chains, we're talking about organizing
vaccination centers, we're talking about trained personnel that is there.
You name it. All this has to be prepared," she warned.
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A worker waits as a truck pulls up to a temperature controlled warehouse at
Swissport Pharma Center in Machelen, Belgium, Wednesday, Nov. 25, 2020.
Safely delivering COVID-19 vaccines, once approval has been made, will be the
mission of the century for the global air cargo industry. The Swissport Pharma
Center, which opened in Oct. 2019, has a state of the art temperature controlled
warehouse space dedicated specifically to pharmaceutical shipments going out of
Brussels airport. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)

At Brussels Airport, Koen Gouweloose, the CEO of Swissport Cargo
Services, told The Associated Press during a tour of his company's
facilities that "what we expect is that there will be a huge volume coming
through."

Vaccine doses, from companies within Europe and from outside, will be
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temporarily stored in a refrigerated warehouse, and if necessary packed
in dry ice, before they're shipped out by road, rail or air.

"We are in the middle of Europe and we have connections to many parts
of the world," said Gouweloose, whose facility routinely handles
vaccines and was set up three years ago to help manage an Ebola virus
outbreak. "We are prepared, everything is done, tested."

Brussels Airport is also a major transport hub for Africa, and while von
der Leyen has said the commission's aim is to secure vaccines for
European citizens, she said it has helped to raise almost 16 billion euros
($19 billion) for tests, treatment and vaccines worldwide.

  
 

  

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen speaks during a plenary
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session at the European Parliament in Brussels, Wednesday, Nov. 25, 2020.
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen said Wednesday that it is
still uncertain if a deal on the future relationship between the EU and the UK
will be possible before the end of the year. (Olivier Hoslet, Pool via AP)

  
 

  

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen speaks during a plenary
session at the European Parliament in Brussels, Wednesday, Nov. 25, 2020.
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen said Wednesday that it is
still uncertain if a deal on the future relationship between the EU and the UK
will be possible before the end of the year. (Olivier Hoslet, Pool via AP)

  
 

5/7



 

  

In this May 4, 2020, file photo provided by the University of Maryland School of
Medicine, the first patient enrolled in Pfizer's COVID-19 coronavirus vaccine
clinical trial receives an injection at the University of Maryland School of
Medicine in Baltimore. Pfizer, Moderna and AstraZeneca have all reported
promising results with their vaccines, according to preliminary data, but it could
be well into 2021 before they're rolled out on a large scale. (AP Photo/Hans
Pennink, File)

Despite the cautious optimism as outbreaks in a number of European
countries start to plateau, Von der Leyen urged citizens to continue
respecting restrictions, even as the measures harm businesses, further
damage coronavirus-ravaged economies and put people through social
and mental hardship.
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"With nearly 3,000 deaths a day, COVID-19 was the number one cause
of death in the EU last week. Hospitals remain under stress, and in some
regions some intensive care units are overwhelmed," she said.

"We must learn from the summer and not repeat the same mistakes.
Relaxing too much is a risk for a third wave after Christmas," von der
Leyen said, adding that "this Christmas will be different, and yes, it will
be quieter."

Given its location in western Europe, bordering four EU countries, and
that it's host to a number of big pharmaceutical companies, Belgium is
set to become a hub for distributing the vaccines across the continent,
but also into Africa.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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