
 

Signs of hope in Germany, France but virus
strains hospitals

November 12 2020, by Geir Moulson

  
 

  

A flight attendant stands in front of the entrance of a new Lufthansa corona
quick test center at the airport in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Nov. 12, 2020.
Lufthansa starts the first test runs for comprehensive Covid-19 antigen rapid
tests on selected routes between Munich and Hamburg. (AP Photo/Matthias
Schrader)
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The surge of new coronavirus cases appears to be slowing in Germany
and France, generating hopes that the two European heavyweights are
beginning to regain control over the pandemic. But authorities said
Thursday that hospitals are crowded and are likely to face further strain
in the coming weeks.

Countries across Europe have implemented lockdown measures of
varying intensity in recent weeks as they try to tamp down a second wave
of the pandemic, with numbers of confirmed cases hitting records. They
have largely overwhelmed contact-tracing efforts even in Germany,
which was credited with handling the pandemic's first cases well and is
still in better shape than most of its neighbors.

One death in four in France is now linked to COVID-19, and there were
more virus patients in French hospitals as of Thursday than there were
during the peak of the country's first epidemic in the spring, Prime
Minister Jean Castex said.

But the number of people infected per 100,000 has been dropping for 10
days, and the number of virus patients is hospitals is expected to peak
early next week, French officials reported.

"That's good news, but not sufficient" to lift lockdowns just yet, Castex
said.

Germany's health minister told his compatriots to brace for a long
winter, regardless of whether a partial shutdown succeeds in bringing
down the caseload.
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An employee of German airline Lufthansa waits for passengers in terminal 2
besides the check-in counter at the deserted airport in Munich, Germany,
Thursday, Nov. 12, 2020. Bavaria has been in a partial lockdown for over a week
due to the corona crises. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)

"This doesn't mean that things can really get going again everywhere
from December or January, and that we can have wedding parties or
Christmas celebrations as if nothing were happening—that won't work,"
Jens Spahn told RBB Inforadio.

"I don't see having events with more than 10 or 15 people this winter."

Germany embarked Nov. 2 on its four-week "lockdown light."
Restaurants, bars, sports and leisure facilities have closed, but schools
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and shops remain open.

Neighboring France, which has confirmed more infections since the
pandemic started than any other European country, is two weeks into a
tougher monthlong lockdown that has left most adults confined to their
homes for all but one hour a day, although schools remain open.

On Thursday, the Robert Koch Institute, Germany's national disease
control center, said 21,866 new cases were recorded in the past 24 hours
in the nation of 83 million. That's short of a record of 23,399 set on
Saturday, but nearly 2,000 more than a week earlier.

  
 

  

An employee of a new Lufthansa corona quick test center takes a test of a
passenger at the airport in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Nov. 12, 2020.
Lufthansa starts the first test runs for comprehensive Covid-19 antigen rapid
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tests on selected routes between Munich and Hamburg. (AP Photo/Matthias
Schrader)

The institute's head, Lothar Wieler, said he is "cautiously optimistic"
because "the curve is rising somewhat less steeply, it is flattening." But
he said "we don't yet know whether this is a stable development" and it's
too early to assess what effect the new restrictions are having.

At the same, he pointed to an increasingly strained situation in hospitals
as infections once again spread to older and more vulnerable people. As
of Wednesday, there were at least 3,127 COVID-19 patients in intensive
care in Germany.

"That is already more cases in intensive care than in April, and the cases
have doubled in the past two weeks," Wieler said. He said that nearly
half of hospitals responding to health authorities are reporting "limited
availability" of ventilator places, principally because of staffing issues
caused by infections or quarantine.
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A doctor speaks to a patient in a retractable field hospital used to free up beds
dedicated to COVID-19 patients in the hospital main building, in Bayonne,
southwestern France, Thursday, Nov.12, 2020. The field hospital can be set up in
20 minutes and can host 18 patients. France has confirmed more virus infections
in the pandemic than any other European country, and positive cases had been
rising steadily since July. But over the past 10 days, the number of cases per
100,000 people has been dropping. (AP Photo/Bob Edme)

"We must be prepared for the situation to worsen in the coming weeks,"
he said. "Some hospitals could reach their limits. It is possible that
patients won't be able to be given optimal care everywhere. So we must
prevent the situation escalating further."

In France, the prime minister warned that people should not be planning
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any big Christmas or New Year's parties. However, he said that if
hospitalization rates start to slow, the government can start allowing
stores selling non-essential goods to reopen Dec. 1 after a month of
forced closure. Either way, restaurants, bars, gyms and tourist sites will
remain closed until further notice.

Castex promised "massive economic support" for businesses forced to
close, after hundreds of billions already spent to keep people employed
and to keep businesses afloat. The French government opened a
counseling hotline for those suffering from the isolation of remote work.

  
 

  

A patient infected with the COVID-19, coming from saturated hospitals in the
Lyon region, is led to the Hautepierre hospital in Strasbourg, eastern France,
Thursday, Nov.12, 2020. France has confirmed more virus infections in the
pandemic than any other European country, and positive cases had been rising
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steadily since July. But over the past 10 days, the number of cases per 100,000
people has been dropping. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)

In Berlin, Hans Weigeldt, a senior doctor at the Bethel hospital in
suburban Lichterfelde whose 36-bed COVID-19 ward is already at
capacity, said that "we probably haven't yet seen the worst" at hospitals.

But although the "organizational efforts" will be a challenge over the
next few weeks, Weigeldt told news agency dpa that he doesn't expect
the kind of overcrowding seen in parts of Italy in the spring.

"My feeling is that we will make it," he said. "The partial lockdown will
show effects."

Amid heightened virus fears and the new round of European restrictions,
few people are traveling at present. Still, German airline Lufthansa
launched a test program that it hopes will ensure health on board and
encourage more to fly.

All passengers on a Munich-Hamburg domestic flight Thursday morning
took a so-called antigen test and were only allowed to board after the
quick results showed they were negative for the coronavirus. Passengers
weren't charged for the test but were told to arrive an hour earlier to
allow time for the results.
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A sign is pictured at the entrance of the COVID ward of the Hautepierre hospital
in Strasbourg, eastern France, Thursday, Nov.12, 2020. France has confirmed
more virus infections in the pandemic than any other European country, and
positive cases had been rising steadily since July. But over the past 10 days, the
number of cases per 100,000 people has been dropping. (AP Photo/Jean-
Francois Badias)
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From left, Senegal's President Macky Sall, head of the Peace Forum, Pascal
Lamy, International Monetary Fund Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva,
France's President Emmanuel Macron and President of the European Council
Charles Michel, pose for a photo prior to a meeting, at the Elysee Palace, in
Paris, Thursday, Nov.12, 2020. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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A patient infected with the COVID-19, coming from saturated hospitals in the
Lyon region, is led to the Hautepierre hospital in Strasbourg, eastern France,
Thursday, Nov.12, 2020. France has confirmed more virus infections in the
pandemic than any other European country, and positive cases had been rising
steadily since July. But over the past 10 days, the number of cases per 100,000
people has been dropping. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)
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France's President Emmanuel Macron, left, greets President of the European
Council Charles Michel, with an elbow bump prior to a meeting, at the Elysee
Palace, in Paris, Thursday, Nov.12, 2020. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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Shop owners and workers stage a protest against the government restriction
measures to curb the spread of COVID-19, in front of the Milan gothic
cathedral, Italy, Thursday, Nov. 12, 2020. Italy's day-to-day case load of
confirmed new COVID-19 infections climbed considerably higher on Thursday,
as did the number of coronavirus patients needing ICU beds, which doctors say
might not have enough specialists available to care for them. (AP Photo/Luca
Bruno)
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A medical staffer examines samples to test for coronavirus in the help center of
the charity group Binario 95 (Track 95), at Rome's Termini station, Thursday,
Nov. 12, 2020. Hundreds of homeless people and those who help care for them
are receiving free COVID-19 swab tests. The initiative is carried out with the
involvement of San Gallicano Institute, a hospital in the Italian capital, as well as
with assistance of a charity group called Binario 95. (AP Photo/Alessandra
Tarantino)
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Paramedic Alessandra works at the Intensive Care Unit of the Varese's Circolo
Hospital, in Varese, Italy, Friday, Nov. 6, 2020. During Italy's autumn pandemic
resurgence, concern is falling less on intensive care wards and more on regular
medical wards, as eight regions have seen the needle move alarmingly into the
red-alert zone with more than half of hospital beds dedicated to coronavirus
patients. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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An employee of a new Lufthansa corona quick test center shows the test device
into the camera at the airport in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Nov. 12, 2020.
Lufthansa starts the first test runs for comprehensive Covid-19 antigen rapid
tests on selected routes between Munich and Hamburg. (AP Photo/Matthias
Schrader)

"Successful testing of entire flights could be the key to reviving
international air traffic," airline executive Christina Foerster said.

Lufthansa did not immediately have details on how many passengers
were on board the first flight.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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