
 

Germany starts 'wave-breaker' shutdown as
Europe locks down

November 2 2020, by Geir Moulson

  
 

  

Teo man with face maskes cross the desrted Pariser Platz in front of the
Brandenburg Gate, a tourist highlight, in Berlin, Germany, Monday, Nov. 2,
2020. New measures to stop the spread of the coronavirus come into force today
in Germany. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)

Several European countries are tightening restrictions this week, starting

1/19



 

with a partial shutdown Monday in Germany, as authorities across the
continent scramble to slow a rapid rise in coronavirus infections that
threatens to overwhelm their health care systems.

Britain and Austria will follow suit later in the week, closing restaurants,
bars and many leisure activities. Italy, Greece and Kosovo also
announced new measures. In some places, the new rules—which vary in
strictness—are prompting violent protests by people frustrated at once
again having to forgo freedoms.

But in many, experts are saying they should have come weeks ago—a
reflection of the increasingly difficult balance many countries are
struggling to strike between controlling the virus and boosting already
damaged economies.

"We are aware of the frustration, the sense of loss, the tiredness of
citizens, also of the anger which is being manifested in these days, by
citizens who find themselves living with new limits to their personal
freedom,'' said Italian Premier Giuseppe Conte, as he defended his
government's decision to order new measures.

Restrictions have been slowly ramping up for weeks in many European
countries, but virus cases have continued to rise. There was a sign of
hope from hard-hit Belgium, however, where a leading virologist said
that "the high-speed train is somewhat easing up."
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A man passes a closed Ferris wheel in the city center of Essen, Germany,
Monday, Nov. 2, 2020. A one month long partial lockdown due to the
coronavirus pandemic becomes effective in Germany on Monday. (AP
Photo/Martin Meissner)

Overall, Europe has seen more than 270,000 confirmed virus-related
deaths, according to a tally by Johns Hopkins University. Experts say
case and death figures understate the true toll of the pandemic due to
missed cases, limited testing and other reasons.

In Germany, restaurants, bars, theaters, cinemas, gyms and other leisure
facilities closed in a four-week "wave-breaker" shutdown that seeks to
force daily new infections back down to manageable levels. Germans
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have been asked not to travel, and hotels are barred from
accommodating tourists.

In a worrying sign for a country long praised for its testing and tracing
abilities, German officials say they can't track the source of three-
quarters of new coronavirus cases. Health Minister Jens Spahn, who
himself caught the virus, says he doesn't know where he was infected.

  
 

  

Two people wearing face masks to prevent the spread of COVID-19, wait at a
bus station where an advertisement for a TV show is displayed, in Athens,
Monday, Nov. 2, 2020. The government announced new lockdown measures
Saturday to stem the rapid rise in new cases, among which are the closure of
bars, cafes, restaurants and gyms in large swaths of the country, will take effect
Tuesday through at least the end of November. (AP Photo/Yorgos Karahalis)
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Chancellor Angela Merkel said the number of COVID-19 patients in
intensive care has doubled in 10 days, and the government couldn't stand
by and watch.

"The virus punishes half-heartedness," she said of the new restrictions,
telling Germans that "everyone has it in their own hands" to make them a
success.

"We will do try to do everything politically so that this is limited to
November," Merkel told reporters in Berlin. But she stressed that "we
are very much dependent on the majority of people simply being
sensible and playing along, and so saving others' lives."

The new restrictions are still milder than the ones Germany imposed in
the first phase of the pandemic in March and April. This time, schools,
nonessential shops and hairdressers are staying open. Officials will
review the situation after two weeks.
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A sign reads 'Please keep distance' in front of a closed bar in the city center of
Essen, Germany, Monday, Nov. 2, 2020. A one month long partial lockdown due
to the coronavirus pandemic becomes effective in Germany on Monday. (AP
Photo/Martin Meissner)

England is headed for a tougher lockdown starting Thursday, with
nonessential shops and hairdressers closing for a month and people
allowed to leave home for only a short list of reasons including exercise.
Travel is also discouraged.

The lockdown is supposed to end on Dec. 2, but minister Michael Gove
told Sky News on Sunday that couldn't be guaranteed "with a virus this
malignant, and with its capacity to move so quickly."
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The plan, which needs lawmakers' approval, is facing resistance from
parts of Prime Minister Boris Johnson's own Conservative Party, which
worries about its economic impact. Still, passage is virtually assured
because of backing from the opposition Labour Party.

Austria is also introducing new restrictions this week. Starting Tuesday
and until the end of November, restaurants and bars are being
closed—except for deliveries and takeout, as in Germany and
England—and cultural, sports and leisure activities canceled. Residents
will be asked to stay home from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. They can go out to
exercise or to work, among other things, and nonessential shops will
remain open.

  
 

  

A commuter wearing a face mask to prevent the spread of COVID-19 enters a
metro station in Athens, Monday, Nov. 2, 2020. The government announced new
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lockdown measures Saturday to stem the rapid rise in new cases, among which
are the closure of bars, cafes, restaurants and gyms in large swaths of the
country, will take effect Tuesday through at least the end of November. (AP
Photo/Yorgos Karahalis)

In Spain, lawmakers last week approved an extension until May 2021 of
the country's state of emergency. The measure puts into place a national
nightly curfew and allows regions to impose more localized restrictions,
such as limiting movement outside city limits on weekends.

"These measures save lives," Catalonia police chief Eduard Sallent said.
"We are enforcing a measure that is meant to prevent deaths and the
collapse of our health care system."

Spain's curfew drew weekend protests in a dozen cities. Mostly young
protesters set fire to vehicles and trash cans, blocked roads and threw
objects at riot police.

Cabinet minister José Luis Escrivá told Antena 3 television Monday that
"this kind of behavior is to be expected" as people grow weary of
restrictions.

Countries including hard-hit Belgium, France, Poland and the Czech
Republic already have implemented shutdowns of varying strictness.
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A woman buys face masks from a street vendor in Athens, Monday, Nov. 2,
2020. The government announced new lockdown measures Saturday to stem the
rapid rise in new cases, among which are the closure of bars, cafes, restaurants
and gyms in large swaths of the country, will take effect Tuesday through at least
the end of November. (AP Photo/Yorgos Karahalis)

In Italy, Conte announced new restrictions including the closure of
shopping malls at weekends and of museums. Movement between
regions will be limited and a "late-evening" curfew introduced, Conte
said, without specifying a time or saying when the measures will take
effect.

Greece announced a localized lockdown in its second-largest city,
Thessaloniki, and the northern province of Serres.
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While cases have been rising and are well beyond governments' comfort
zones across the continent, data from the European Center for Disease
Prevention and Control show wide variations in the average number of
new cases per 100,000 residents reported over the past 14 days, with
Germany's figure of about 215 as of Monday less than half those of
Austria and the U.K. The country currently worst hit, Belgium, has 1,735
new cases per 100,000.

  
 

  

German Chancellor Angela Merkel arrives for a press conference in Berlin,
Germany, Monday, Nov. 2, 2020. (AP Photo/Michael Sohn)
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A woman passes stacked chairs and tables at the famous restaurant
'Hofbraeuhaus' downtown in Munich, Germany, Monday, Nov. 2, 2020. A one
month long partial lockdown becomes effective in Germany on Monday. (AP
Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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A man of a bike crosses the nearly deserted Fridrichstrasse one of Germany's
capital main shopping streets, in Berlin, Germany, Monday, Nov. 2, 2020. New
measures to stop the spread of the coronavirus come into force today in
Germany. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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Due to the new coronavirus lockdown a Christmas market trader builds down a
market booth at the Breitscheidt square close to the Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial
Church, right, in Berlin, Germany, Monday, Nov. 2, 2020. (AP Photo/Michael
Sohn)
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"Sorry we re closed" is written on a sign hanging on the door of a coffee shop
where the unoccupied tables and chairs are reflected in the glass pane in
Quedlinburg, Germany, Monday, Nov.2, 2020. Since midnight the four-week
partial lockdown has been in effect in Saxony-Anhalt. The federal and state
governments want to significantly reduce social contacts in Germany in
November in order to get a grip on the recently rapidly increasing corona
numbers before the Advent season if possible. (Klaus-Dietmar Gabbert/dpa via
AP)
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Restaurants and pub owners protest against restrictive measures implemented to
curb the spread of COVID-19 pandemic, in Rome Monday, Nov. 2, 2020. Italian
Premier Giuseppe Conte is expected to announce even stricter measures to the
Parliament later today. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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A woman pays tribute to a tomb in the field 87 of the Maggiore cemetery, where
several unclaimed victims of the COVID-19 pandemic were buried, in the day
devoted to remembrance of the departed, in Milan, Italy, Monday, Nov. 2, 2020.
(AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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People run away from police chasing them after curfew in Barcelona, Spain,
Sunday, Nov. 1, 2020. On the strike of 10:00 p.m. crime fighters become party
poopers in Barcelona. Police officers fan out across the Spanish city each night
to stamp out clandestine parties that are prime contagion sources now that a
nationwide curfew has shut down bars and nightclubs. (AP Photo/Emilio
Morenatti)
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People are detained and inspected by Mossos D'Esquadra, the regional police of
Catalonia, after curfew in Barcelona, Spain, Sunday, Nov. 1, 2020. Despite a
large adherence to the recently re-imposed curfews in Spain, police patrolling
Barcelona are still finding young people breaking the rules. (AP Photo/Emilio
Morenatti)

A leading Belgian virologist said that "long-expected points of light" are
beginning to appear, though the situation remains "extremely worrying."

"The number of infections and hospital admissions continue to rise but
not as fast anymore," said Steven Van Gucht of the Sciensano
government health group.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
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be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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