
 

Oregon, New Mexico order lockdowns as
other states resist

November 13 2020, by Michelle R. Smith, Carla K. Johnson and Lisa
Marie Pane

  
 

  

The latest case counts of COVID in the US

The governors of Oregon and New Mexico ordered near-lockdowns
Friday in the most aggressive response yet to the latest wave of
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coronavirus infections shattering records across the U.S., even as many
of their counterparts in other states show little appetite for reimposing
the hard-line restrictions of last spring.

"We are in a life-or-death situation, and if we don't act right now, we
cannot preserve the lives, we can't keep saving lives, and we will
absolutely crush our current health care system and infrastructure,"
Democratic Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham of New Mexico said in
imposing a two-week stay-at-home order.

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown ordered a two-week "freeze" starting
Wednesday, under which all businesses will be required to close their
offices to the public and mandate work-from-home "to the greatest
extent possible."

While most Oregon stores will remain open, gyms, museums, pools,
movie theaters and zoos will be forced to close, and restaurants and bars
will be limited to takeout. Social gatherings will be restricted to six
people.

The Democratic governor warned that violators could face fines or
arrest.

"For the last eight months, I have been asking Oregonians to follow to
the letter and the spirit of the law, and we have not chosen to engage law
enforcement," Brown said. "At this point in time, unfortunately, we have
no other option."
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Shoppers comply with the mask regulations to help prevent the spread of the
coronavirus at Bridgton Books, Friday, Nov. 13, 2020, in Bridgton, Maine. With
the coronavirus coming back with a vengeance across the country and the U.S.
facing a long, dark winter, governors and other elected officials are showing little
appetite for reimposing the kind of lockdowns and large-scale business closings
seen last spring. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)

Both states had lockdowns earlier in the year, but the coronavirus is
coming back with a vengeance across the country, and the U.S. is facing
a long, dark winter. The scourge is blamed for 10.7 million confirmed
infections and almost a quarter-million deaths in the U.S., with the
closely watched University of Washington model projecting nearly
439,000 dead by March 1.

3/15



 

Deaths have climbed to about 1,000 a day on average. New cases per day
are soaring, reaching another all-time high on Thursday of more than
153,000. Hospitals are getting swamped.

Still, there is little will among many governors and other elected officials
for going back to the kind of lockdowns and large-scale business closings
seen last spring. Some governors also continue to resist issuing statewide
mask rules.

Among the reasons given: public fatigue, fear of doing more damage to
already-crippled businesses, lack of support from Washington, and the
way efforts to tame the virus have become fiercely politicized.

  
 

  

In this Nov. 12, 2020, file photo, a man walks past a coffee shop as the store
displays information signs in Chicago. With the coronavirus coming back with a
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vengeance across the country and the U.S. facing a long, dark winter, governors
and other elected officials are showing little appetite for reimposing the kind of
lockdowns and large-scale business closings seen last spring. (AP Photo/Nam Y.
Huh, File)

"I think that governors and mayors are, again, in a really tough spot. The
American population is emotionally and economically exhausted," Dr.
Megan Ranney, an emergency physician and professor at Brown
University in Providence, Rhode Island.

President Donald Trump asked all Americans to remain "vigilant" but
ruled out a nationwide "lockdown."

"Hopefully, whatever happens in the future, who knows which
administration it will be, I guess time will tell, but I can tell you this
administration will not go to a lockdown," Trump said in his first public
remarks since his defeat by President-elect Joe Biden.

Governors in many states, such as New York, Maryland, Virginia and
Minnesota, have taken largely incremental measures over the past few
days, such as limiting the size of gatherings, making businesses close
early, restricting capacity or cutting off alcohol sales earlier in the
evening.
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In this Nov. 12, 2020, file photo, people wear face masks as they wait for an
ICNA (Islamic Circle of North America) Relief Resource Center and Food
Pantry to open during the COVID-19 pandemic in Chicago. ICNA Relief
provides social services across the U.S. to the underprivileged and those affected
by natural disasters. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)

Starting Saturday, most people in North Dakota will be ordered to wear
masks at indoor public spaces and outdoors where social distancing isn't
possible, Republican Gov. Doug Burgum ordered late Friday. Businesses
will also have restrictions on capacity and hours of operation, according
to the executive order.

Nevada Democratic Gov. Steve Sisolak has repeatedly argued that
containing the virus is largely up to individuals.
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"Some people are going to ask, 'Why not limit retail, or casino resorts, or
restaurants right now?' That's a fair question," he said. "That is the
tightrope of trying to balance controlling the COVID-19 spread,
protecting our hospitals from surges, and at the same time, not
destroying and shutting down our economy."

In Texas, which this week became the first state to surpass 1 million
confirmed COVID-19 cases, Republican Gov. Greg Abbott has
emphasized new treatments and vaccines that are expected to become
available soon.

  
 

  

In this Nov. 6, 2020, file photo, people walk in downtown Evanston, Ill. With the
coronavirus coming back with a vengeance across the country and the U.S.
facing a long, dark winter, governors and other elected officials are showing little
appetite for reimposing the kind of lockdowns and large-scale business closings
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seen last spring. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)

Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton has taken an even harder line
against new restrictions, suing after El Paso closed nonessential
businesses because of a surge so severe that mobile morgues are being
brought in. An appeals court Thursday temporarily lifted the shutdown.
On Friday, the appeals court sent the case back to a state district judge
with instructions to halt the shutdown.

In a statement that Paxton's office tweeted, he called the appeals court's
Friday decision "outstanding," adding that "I will not let rogue political
subdivisions try to kill small businesses and holiday gatherings through
unlawful executive orders."

Officials have gotten pushback from some constituents, especially
business owners who fear for their livelihoods.

In Ohio, Bahram Akradi, founder, chairman and CEO of Life Time
health clubs, objected when the governor added gyms to a list of
businesses that could be shuttered if cases continue to rise.
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In this Nov. 12, 2020, file photo, a couple eat inside at the Buena Vista Cafe
during the coronavirus outbreak in San Francisco. With the coronavirus coming
back with a vengeance across the country and the U.S. facing a long, dark winter,
governors and other elected officials are showing little appetite for reimposing
the kind of lockdowns and large-scale business closings seen last spring. (AP
Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)

"Another shutdown would just be completely devastating and simply
unjust," Akradi said. He added: "The damage of not allowing people to
have healthy activity is much more than the gain."

In Montana, where cases are up more than 16% in the past week,
Democratic Gov. Steve Bullock said he is wary of imposing tougher
statewide restrictions without additional federal aid to unemployed
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individuals and small businesses.

"I never wanted to punish the businesses that are doing right in this
pandemic to keep their employees and customers safe. Shutting down
those businesses would do just that," he said.

The political perils of statewide mandates have been on display in
Wisconsin. Democratic Gov. Tony Evers issued a "safer at home" order
in March that was challenged by Republican lawmakers and struck down
by the conservative-controlled state Supreme Court in May.

  
 

  

In this Nov. 10, 2020, file photo, a resident uses a swab to take a coronavirus test
at the Central Family Life Center in the Stapleton neighborhood of the Staten
Island borough of New York. With the coronavirus coming back with a
vengeance across the country and the U.S. facing a long, dark winter, governors
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and other elected officials are showing little appetite for reimposing the kind of
lockdowns and large-scale business closings seen last spring. (AP Photo/Mary
Altaffer, File)

The result has been a hodgepodge of local limits across the state, with
some of the strictest in places like Milwaukee, which is moving forward
with imposing steep fines of between $500 and $5,000 for violations of
local health orders.

Other governors have likewise relied on local and county officials to
tackle the crisis, creating a patchwork of restrictions around the country.
But that strategy has its limits against a virus.

In Tennessee, Nashville Mayor John Cooper said he doesn't plan on
reinstating restrictions on the city's honky-tonks and other businesses. He
said shutting down just one county would probably be ineffective against
the virus because the surrounding areas wouldn't be following the same
guidelines.

"We are also subject to what goes on in our state, and we can't keep just
our county safe," Cooper said.
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In this Nov. 12, 2020, file photo, drivers with an appointment wait in line for a
free COVID-19 self-test at Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles. With the
coronavirus coming back with a vengeance across the country and the U.S.
facing a long, dark winter, governors and other elected officials are showing little
appetite for reimposing the kind of lockdowns and large-scale business closings
seen last spring. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)
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In this Nov. 12, 2020, file photo, people wear face masks while walking in front
of the carousel at Pier 39 during the coronavirus outbreak in San Francisco. With
the coronavirus coming back with a vengeance across the country and the U.S.
facing a long, dark winter, governors and other elected officials are showing little
appetite for reimposing the kind of lockdowns and large-scale business closings
seen last spring. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)

  
 

13/15



 

  

In this Nov. 12, 2020, file photo, a woman wearing a face mask walks along the
street in the Hollywood section of Los Angeles. With the coronavirus coming
back with a vengeance across the country and the U.S. facing a long, dark winter,
governors and other elected officials are showing little appetite for reimposing
the kind of lockdowns and large-scale business closings seen last spring. (AP
Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)

Some economists say the crisis has been falsely portrayed as a choice
between the economy and public health. Instead, they argue that the
economy cannot recover until the virus is brought under control and
people are confident enough to go shopping, eat at restaurants and do
other things again.

Experts have argued, too, that strict but relatively short lockdowns could
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ultimately result in less economic pain than the half-measures employed
now, which have only succeeded in dragging out the crisis.

Dr. Michael Fine, former director of Rhode Island's Health Department,
said the outbreak requires more aggressive strategies. Closing bars
earlier in the evening, he said, "might have worked in July, but there's
not a chance they'll work now. It's like taking an eyedropper to a forest
fire."

"Short of very profound lockdowns, I don't think we have a chance of
slowing the spread," Fine said.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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