
 

'Quite frankly shocking': US virus deaths hit
record levels

December 8 2020, by Lisa Marie Pane

  
 

  

In this Monday, Dec. 7, 2020, file photo, critical care nurses and respiratory
therapists flip a patient with COVID-19 upright at North Memorial Health
Hospital in Robbinsdale, Minn. Virtually every state is reporting surges in cases
and deaths. (Aaron Lavinsky/Star Tribune via AP, File)

Deaths from COVID-19 in the U.S. have soared to more than 2,200 a
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day on average, matching the frightening peak reached last April, and
cases per day have eclipsed 200,000 on average for the first time on
record, with the crisis all but certain to get worse because of the fallout
from Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's.

Virtually every state is reporting surges just as a vaccine appears days
away from getting the go-ahead in the U.S.

"The epidemic in the U.S. is punishing. It's widespread. It's quite frankly
shocking to see one to two persons a minute die in the U.S.—a country
with a wonderful, strong health system, amazing technological
capacities," said Dr. Michael Ryan, the World Health Organization's
chief of emergencies.

The virus is blamed for more than 280,000 deaths and almost 15 million
confirmed infections in the United States.

On Thursday, a Food and Drug Administration advisory panel is widely
expected to authorize emergency use of Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine, and
shots could begin almost immediately after that. Britain on Tuesday
started dispensing the Pfizer vaccine, becoming the first country in the
West to begin mass vaccinations.

Still, any vaccination campaign will take many months, and U.S. health
experts are warning of a surge of infections in the coming weeks, in part
because of Americans' disregard of warnings not to travel over
Thanksgiving. Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation's top infectious-disease
expert, said the upcoming holiday season could compound the crisis even
more than Thanksgiving did.
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In this Monday, Dec. 7, 2020, file photo, COVID-19 Community Testing Staff
test patients at a site in the Kensington neighborhood in Philadelphia. Virtually
every state is reporting surges in cases and deaths. (Jose F. Moreno/The
Philadelphia Inquirer via AP, File)

"It's a very critical time in this country right now," he told CNN on
Monday.

The WHO's Ryan said that the U.S. is accounting for one-third of all
world cases over the last several weeks and that the "brutal reality" is that
holiday hugs are ill-advised.

In Georgia, the number of confirmed and suspected coronavirus
infections has soared more than 70% in the past week, and hospitals are
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sounding alarms about their ability to absorb new COVID-19 patients.

The stage is averaging more than 5,000 confirmed and suspected cases
per day. Even then, Georgia ranks only 44th among the states for the
most new cases per capita in the past 14 days because infections are
spreading so rapidly everywhere else.

Georgia is likely to record its 10,000th confirmed or suspected death
from COVID-19 sometime this week. The state topped 500,000
confirmed or suspected infections overall on Sunday.

  
 

  

In this Monday, Dec. 7, 2020, file photo, people wait in line for COVID-19
testing at a site operated by CORE in Los Angeles. Virtually every state is
reporting surges in cases and deaths. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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More than 2,500 COVID-19 patients were hospitalized Monday
statewide. That's below the summer peak of 3,200 but more than double
the most recent low point in mid-October.

"We are effectively reversing the gains we made after the summer
surge," said Amber Schmidtke, an epidemiologist who does a daily
analysis of Georgia's COVID-19 numbers.

In Pennsylvania, overwhelmed hospitals may have to begin rationing
care and turning away patients, Gov. Tom Wolf warned Monday, calling
it a "dangerous, disturbing scenario."

"If the worst happens, hospitals will not be able to treat all sick
Pennsylvanians," he said. "They'll be forced to turn away people who
need treatment, and that means more Pennsylvanians will die."

Even with that stark warning, Wolf, a Democrat, all but ruled out a
return to the kinds of statewide restrictions he imposed last spring, when
schools were closed, thousands of businesses deemed nonessential were
shut down, and all 12.8 million Pennsylvanians were under a stay-at-
home order.
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A person wearing a face mask to protect against the spread of the coronavirus
walks past holiday decorations at City Hall, Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2020, in
Philadelphia. Virtually every state is reporting surges in cases and deaths. (AP
Photo/Matt Slocum)
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In this Monday, Dec. 7, 2020, file photo, a critical care nurse with North
Memorial Health Hospital leans down to speak to a COVID-19 patient under
their care in Robbinsdale, Minn. Virtually every state is reporting surges in cases
and deaths. (Aaron Lavinsky/Star Tribune via AP)
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In this Monday, Dec. 7, 2020, file photo, Daisha Graf, 34, pauses for photos
wearing a face mask with a message that reads "If you can read this, you're too
close," in Los Angeles. Virtually every state is reporting surges in cases and
deaths. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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In this Monday, Dec. 7, 2020, file photo, an employee wearing a face mask
works in a candy store at the Original Farmers Market in Los Angeles. The
dining tables were removed as the vast region of Southern California went into a
lockdown Monday in an effort to curb spiraling coronavirus infections and
hospitalizations. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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In this Monday, Dec. 7, 2020, file photo, chairs are stacked on tables in the
closed outdoor dining area of a restaurant in Rowland Heights, Calif. The vast
region of Southern California went into a lockdown Monday in an effort to curb
spiraling coronavirus infections and hospitalizations. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong,
File)

In Nevada, the number of people hospitalized with COVID-19 has more
than tripled over the last month, as did the number of patients needing
ventilators. And Arizona on Tuesday set another daily record with over
12,300 additional cases, eclipsing the previous mark of about 10,300 set
Dec. 1.

Many Americans have been ignoring advice to social distance, whether
out of stubbornness, ignorance or complacency. On Saturday night,
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police in Southern California arrested nearly 160 people at an illegal
party in Palmdale.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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