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Official: Africa secures close to 300 million
vaccine doses

January 12 2021, by Cara Anna

A health worker checks the temperature of an elderly patient at the emergency
entrance of the Steve Biko Academic Hospital in Pretoria, South Africa,
Monday, Jan. 11, 2021, which is battling an ever-increasing number of
COVID-19 patients. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)

The African Union has secured close to 300 million COVID-19 vaccine
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doses in the largest such agreement yet for Africa, a continental official
said Tuesday.

Nicaise Ndembi, senior science adviser for the Africa Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, told The Associated Press in an
interview that the current AU chair, South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa, is expected to announce the news on Wednesday.

The 300 million doses are being secured independently of the global
COVAX effort aimed at distributing COVID-19 vaccines to lower-
income countries, Ndembi said.

"We have reached the final stage of our deals," he said, referring
questions about who will be providing the vaccines and at what cost to
the upcoming announcement.

The news comes as coronavirus infections spike again in parts of Africa,
especially South Africa, where a rapidly spreading variant of the
coronavirus now makes up most of the new cases. The continent over the
weekend surpassed 3 million confirmed cases since the start of the
pandemic, with more than 1.2 million in South Africa.

"We plan to have these by the end of the first quarter" of 2021, Ndembi
said of the nearly 300 million doses, which will be allocated on the
continental platform the AU set up last year to make it easier for
Africa's 54 countries to pool their purchasing power and buy pandemic
supplies in bulk.
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A lone woman waits to be tested for COVID-19 in the parking garage of a
shopping mall in Johannesburg, South Africa, Monday Jan. 11, 2021. South
Africa is struggling to cope with a spike in COVID-19 cases that has already
overwhelmed some hospitals, as people returning from widespread holiday travel
speed the country's more infectious coronavirus variant. (AP Photo/Jerome
Delay)

"We're expecting 600 million doses from the COVAX facility," he said,
but African officials are still waiting on the details, so "we're happy we
have alternative solutions."

Ndembi said African officials have approached at least 10 vaccine

manufacturers and developers as the continent seeks to vaccinate 60% of
its population of 1.3 billion people, or about 780 million people. The
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Africa CDC has said some 1.5 billion doses are needed for that,
assuming two doses per person. It estimates the effort will cost some $10
billion.

Ndembi has said he's very optimistic that can be achieved within two
years. The Africa CDC has warned that taking much longer than that
risks having the virus become endemic in parts of the African continent.

In an address to South Africans on Monday night, Ramaphosa
announced the country had secured 20 million vaccine doses "to be
delivered mainly in the first half of the year." He gave no further details
but said "we will make further announcements as we conclude our
negotiations with vaccine manufacturers."
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A patient arrives at the Steve Biko Academic Hospital's outside parking area in
Pretoria, South Africa, Monday, Jan. 11, 2021. As the numbers of new
confirmed cases rise, South Africa's hospitals are exceeding capacity, according
to health officials. (AP Photo/Denis Farrell)
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Health workers in protective geart, at a makeshift emergency unit at the Steve
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Biko Academic Hospital in Pretoria, South Africa, Monday, Jan. 11, 2021,
which is battling an ever-increasing number of COVID-19 patients. (AP
Photo/Themba Hadebe)

Africa has scrambled on multiple fronts to obtain vaccine supplies.
Ramaphosa said the African Vaccine Acquisition Task Team recently
created under the AU "has done tremendous work to secure vaccine
doses" through what he called intensive engagement with manufacturers.

"The South African government has also been engaging directly with
several vaccine manufacturers for over six months," he said.

"Given the massive global demand for vaccines and the vastly greater
purchasing power of wealthier countries, we are exploring all avenues to
get as many vaccine doses as soon as possible," Ramaphosa said.

© 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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