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Denmark slows vaccine rollout after Pfizer
delivery delays

January 20 2021

Credit: Pixabay/CCO Public Domain

Denmark announced Wednesday that it was revising its targets for
COVID-19 vaccinations down by 10 percent in the first quarter due the
temporary reduction in deliveries of the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine in
Europe.
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Denmark, which started inoculations on December 27, has had one of
the quickest rollouts of the COVID-19 vaccine per capita in Europe,
nearly three percent of the population—177,000 people—having
received the first dose.

But after Pfizer announced it would reduce deliveries as it tried scale up
production, Denmark will now have to slow down.

"This means in practice, that Denmark in the first quarter will administer
about 85,000 to 100,000 fewer vaccinations than were originally
planned," the Danish infectious disease authority SSI said in a statement.

This would translate to between 42,000 and 50,000 fewer Danes being
vaccinated, SSI added.

For the coming week, some 30,000 to 35,000 fewer doses of the vaccine
are to be administered than originally planned, much to the dismay of
Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen.

"We can't tolerate any further delays on the vaccines," she was quoted as
saying by news agency Ritzau on Tuesday.

"It 1s a matter of life and death at this time. That is why we need to speed
up the EU's vaccine rollout."

US drugmaker Pfizer, which developed the jab in collaboration with
Germany's BioNTech, said over the weekend that deliveries should be
back to the original schedule to the EU from January 25.

It also said it was working to "significantly" scale up production at its
plant in Belgium in the second quarter.

According to Denmark's SSI, Pfizer had informed them "that there may
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be differences in how much individual European countries see deliveries
cut in the coming week. It is unclear whether this also applies to the
entire first quarter."

For the current week, only half of the promised doses have been
delivered, the health agency said.
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