
 

EU looks at vaccine certificates to help
summer tourism
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Portuguese Prime Minister Antonio Costa, right, and European Commission
President Ursula Von Der Leyen chat after posing for a group photo with
Portuguese cabinet ministers and EU commissioners at the Belem Cultural
Center in Lisbon, Friday, Jan. 15, 2021. The Portuguese presidency of the EU is
receiving the College of Commissioners of the European Commission for a
round of meetings. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)
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The European Union is looking at a common vaccine certificate to help
get travelers to their vacation destinations and prevent tourism from
suffering another disastrous year due to the coronavirus pandemic.

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen said the
certificates for individuals who have been vaccinated could be combined
with COVID-19 tests for those awaiting shots to allow as many people as
possible to travel during the summer, which is vital for warm weather
Mediterranean destinations like Greece, Italy and Spain.

The issue will likely be discussed during a video meeting of EU leaders
next week. Europeans have been concerned residents might be split into
two camps—those with vaccine certificates permitting them to travel
and others who remain limited in where they can go.

But von der Leyen said such discrimination is unnecessary because "you
can always combine either a certificate or a negative COVID test, if you
did not have access to a vaccination so far."

"So there are possibilities to find a fair and equal balance," she said
during a visit to Portugal's capital, Lisbon, on Friday.

Nations that depend heavily on tourism are worried that a second
consecutive summer holiday season impacted by the pandemic would hit
their tourism industries even harder than the first one.
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https://medicalxpress.com/tags/warm+weather/
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European Commission President Ursula Von Der Leyen, left, and Portuguese
Prime Minister Antonio Costa gesture upon arriving at the Belem Cultural
Center in Lisbon, Friday, Jan. 15, 2021. The Portuguese presidency of the EU is
receiving the College of Commissioners of the European Commission for a
round of meetings. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)
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European Commission President Ursula Von Der Leyen adjusts her earphone
during a joint news conference with Portuguese Prime Minister Antonio Costa at
the Belem Cultural Center in Lisbon, Friday, Jan. 15, 2021. The Portuguese
presidency of the EU is receiving the College of Commissioners of the European
Commission for a round of meetings. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)

Prime Minister Antonio Costa of Portugal, which holds the EU's rotating
presidency and has some of Europe's most popular Atlantic beaches, said
that "tourism is particularly important to our economies," hence the need
for the most unfettered travel possible.

"It's essential that when we do move into the next summer that we feel
safe and that others feel safe to travel to Portugal and also go to Greece,"
he said.
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The Greek government came up with the vaccine certificate plan.
Greece will be issuing digital vaccination certificates to each person
vaccinated against COVID-19.

Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis said he had already proposed
the EU adopt such a certificate across the bloc, and von der Leyen said
she welcomed the initiative.

"We have every reason to be in the first line of the countries fighting so
that transportation, the movement of European citizens, can be as free as
possible," Mitsotakis told his country's lawmakers. "We believe that this
vaccination certificate must obtain a European character, so that the
European countries can share, without discrimination, this information
in the same way."
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Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis gestures during a joint news
conference with his Portuguese counterpart Antonio Costa following their
meeting at the Sao Bento palace in Lisbon, Monday, Jan. 11, 2021. (AP
Photo/Pedro Rocha)

Vaccinations have started across the 27-nation EU, but it is far from
clear what proportion of the population will be vaccinated in time for the
summer season.

© 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.

Citation: EU looks at vaccine certificates to help summer tourism (2021, January 15) retrieved 3
May 2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-01-eu-vaccine-certificates-summer-
tourism.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

6/6

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-01-eu-vaccine-certificates-summer-tourism.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-01-eu-vaccine-certificates-summer-tourism.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

