
 

AstraZeneca vaccine being tweaked to fight
S. Africa variant
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A deserted Regent Street, London, Sunday, Feb. 7, 2021, as the third national
lockdown, due to the COVID-19 outbreak, continues. (AP Photo/Alberto
Pezzali)

Developers of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine expect to have a
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modified jab to cope with the South Africa coronavirus variant by
autumn, the vaccine's lead researcher said Sunday.

Health officials in Britain are trying to contain the spread of the variant
first identified in South Africa amid concerns that it is more contagious
or resistant to existing vaccines. More than 100 cases of the South
African variant have been found in the U.K.

Sarah Gilbert, lead researcher for the Oxford team, told the BBC on
Sunday that "we have a version with the South African spike sequence in
the works."

"It looks very likely that we can have a new version ready to use in the
autumn," she added.

Her comments came as Oxford University said that early data from a
small study suggested that the AstraZeneca vaccine offers only "minimal
protection" against mild disease caused by the South Africa variant.

The study, which has not yet been peer reviewed, involved 2,000 people,
most of whom were young and healthy. The volunteers' average age was
31.

"Protection against moderate-severe disease, hospitalization or death
could not be assessed in this study as the target population were at such
low risk," Oxford University said.
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NHS advice is displayed on the screen in Piccadilly Circus, London, Sunday,
Feb. 7, 2021, as the third national lockdown, due to the COVID-19 outbreak,
continues. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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Face coverings on the statues of former US President Franklyn D. Roosevelt,
left, and former British Prime Minister Winston Churchill in Mayfair, London,
Sunday, Feb. 7, 2021, as the third national lockdown, due to the COVID-19
outbreak, continues. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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A man jogs in a deserted street in Mayfair, London, Sunday, Feb. 7, 2021, as the
third national lockdown, due to the COVID-19 outbreak, continues. (AP
Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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General view of a deserted street in Mayfair, London, Sunday, Feb. 7, 2021, as
the third national lockdown, due to the COVID-19 outbreak, continues. (AP
Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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A deserted street in Mayfair, London, Sunday, Feb. 7, 2021, as the third national
lockdown, due to the COVID-19 outbreak, continues. (AP Photo/Alberto
Pezzali)
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In this Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2020 file photo, British Prime Minister Boris Johnson
watches as nurse Rebecca Cathersides administers the Pfizer-BioNTech
COVID-19 vaccine to Lyn Wheeler at Guy's Hospital in London. Britain is
racing to vaccinate more than 15 million people by mid-February, and in an
effort to ensure vaccines get to the right places at the right times, along with the
syringes, alcohol swabs and protective equipment needed to administer them, the
government has called in the army. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein, Pool, File)
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A closed pub in Soho, London, Sunday, Feb. 7, 2021, as the third national
lockdown, due to the COVID-19 outbreak, continues. (AP Photo/Alberto
Pezzali)
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A woman, name not given, is vaccinated at a Covid-19 pop-up vaccination
centre, at the East London Mosque in Whitechapel, London, Saturday Feb. 6,
2021. Britain's vaccination program is pushing to offer a vaccination to aged,
vulnerable and care workers by mid-February. (Dominic Lipinski/PA via AP)

  
 

  

People attend a pop-up Covid-19 vaccination centre, at the East London Mosque
in Whitechapel, London, Saturday Feb. 6, 2021. Britain's vaccination program is
pushing to offer a vaccination to aged, vulnerable and care workers by mid-
February. (Dominic Lipinski/PA via AP)

Robin Shattock, a scientist who is leading the coronavirus vaccine
research at Imperial College London, urged caution about the study's
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early findings. But he said it was "concerning to some extent that we're
seeing that it's not effective against mild or moderate disease."

Authorities in England last week went house-to-house to administer
COVID-19 testing in eight areas where the South Africa variant is
believed to be spreading, after a handful of cases were found in people
who had no contact with the country or anyone who travelled there.

The testing blitz is a bid to snuff out the variant before it spreads widely
and undermines the U.K.'s vaccination rollout. Public health officials are
concerned about the South Africa variant because it contains a mutation
of the virus' characteristic spike protein, which is targeted by existing
vaccines.

Britain has seen Europe's deadliest coronavirus outbreak, with over
112,000 confirmed deaths, but it has embarked on a speedier vaccination
plan than the neighboring European Union. So far the U.K. has given a
first coronavirus vaccine jab to about 11.5 million people.

© 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.

Citation: AstraZeneca vaccine being tweaked to fight S. Africa variant (2021, February 8)
retrieved 26 April 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-02-astrazeneca-vaccine-tweaked-africa-variant.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

12/12

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/health+officials/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/vaccine/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-02-astrazeneca-vaccine-tweaked-africa-variant.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

