
 

Biden moves to provide COVID vaccine to
pharmacies
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In this Dec. 30, 2020, file photo, nurse manager Rob Treiber receives a
COVID-19 vaccine at Hebrew Rehabilitation Center in Boston. Nearly a year to
the day after Wuhan went into lockdown to contain a virus that had already
escaped, President Joe Biden began putting into effect a new war plan for
fighting the outbreak in the United States, Germany topped 50,000 deaths, and
Britain closed in on 100,000. (AP Photo/Elise Amendola, File)
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The Biden administration will begin providing COVID-19 vaccines to
U.S. pharmacies, part of its plan to ramp up vaccinations as new and
potentially more serious virus strains are starting to appear.

A White House announcement was expected Tuesday, a person familiar
with the plan told The Associated Press. The person spoke on condition
of anonymity ahead of the official announcement.

Initially the government will be shipping limited quantities of vaccine to
drug stores around the country, but that's expected to accelerate as
drugmakers increase production. Drug stores have become a mainstay
for flu shots and shingles vaccines, and the industry is capable of
vaccinating tens of millions of people monthly.

The partnership with drug stores was originally announced by the Trump
administration last November. At that time, no coronavirus vaccines had
been approved.

© 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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