
 

Pfizer-BioNTech to get EU 200 million more
COVID-19 shots
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In this Jan. 18, 2021, file photo, a vial of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine against
COVID-19 is prepared at a vaccination center of the 3rd district, in Paris.
Japan's COVID-19 vaccinations are beginning Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2021, after
the government granted belated first approval to a shot co-developed by Pfizer
Inc. that the United States and many other countries started using two months
ago.(AP Photo/Francois Mori, File)
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Pfizer and BioNTech said Wednesday they have finalized an agreement
to supply the European Union with another 200 million doses of their
COVID-19 vaccine.

The U.S. and German companies said in a statement that the doses come
on top of the 300 million vaccine doses initially ordered. The EU's
executive Commission has an option to request a further 100 million
doses.

They said the 200 million doses are expected to be delivered this year,
with an estimated 75 million of them in the second quarter.

The Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine was the first of three so far to be
approved for use in the EU, which faces criticism for a slow start to its 
vaccination campaign compared with countries such as Israel, Britain
and the United States. The other two EU-approved vaccines are from
Moderna and AstraZeneca.

"We are working relentlessly to support the further roll-out of
vaccination campaigns in Europe and worldwide by expanding
manufacturing capacity," Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla said.

BioNTech CEO Ugur Sahin noted that his company will initiate
production at its new plant in Marburg, Germany, this month and has
strengthened its manufacturing network with further partners.

"We are continuing to evaluate, together with governments, authorities
and partners at all levels, how we might address an even higher future
supply requirement for our vaccines," he said.

Wednesday's statement didn't give financial details of the deal.
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