
 

Alarm grows in Serbia over virus surge;
lockdown urged

March 2 2021, by Jovana Gec

  
 

  

People wait in line to receive a dose of Chinese Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccine
during the vaccination at Belgrade Fair makeshift vaccination center in Belgrade,
Serbia, Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2021. Serbian health expert Chief epidemiologist
Predrag Kon on Tuesday March 2, 2021, called for the government to introduce
a state of emergency and a strict lockdown to halt a surge in coronavirus
infections in the Balkan country. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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Serbian health experts urged the government on Tuesday to introduce a
state of emergency and a strict lockdown to halt a surge in coronavirus
infections that they say threaten the Balkan nation's health care system.

The numbers of daily new infections have been rising sharply in the
nation of 7 million despite a mass inoculation campaign that so far has
seen nearly 1 million people receive a first vaccine shot. That rate of
vaccinations has made Serbia, a non-European Union nation, one of the
best in Europe when it comes to delivering vaccines to its citizens.

Still, the demand for a state of emergency is unlikely to win support
from the conservative government, which is hoping that its program of
trying to get vaccines from the West, China and Russia will pull Serbia
out of the pandemic's devastating economic and social undertow.

Chief epidemiologist Predrag Kon of the government-appointed 
coronavirus crisis team told the state RTS television network on Tuesday
that there is "no alternative" to ordering a lockdown.

"We must ban contacts or we will break. And then we will realize what it
means when the health system collapses," he said.

"The exhaustion is beyond all limits," Kon said of the country's medical
workers. "It can no longer be tolerated."
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People wait in line to receive a dose of Chinese Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccine
during the vaccination at Belgrade Fair makeshift vaccination center in Belgrade,
Serbia, Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2021. Serbian health expert Chief epidemiologist
Predrag Kon on Tuesday March 2, 2021, called for the government to introduce
a state of emergency and a strict lockdown to halt a surge in coronavirus
infections in the Balkan country. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)

Health authorities say 4,000 COVID-19 patients remain hospitalized in
Serbia and reported new infections have reached 3,500 a day, up from
under 2,000 a day only a few weeks ago. Serbia has recorded nearly
4,500 virus-related deaths.

Experts have blamed the recent surge of infections on private parties and
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nightclubs flouting anti-virus rules as well as on ski resorts that stayed
open throughout the winter.

Yet the nation's top officials are against imposing a lockdown, warning
that would hurt Serbia's economy.

President Aleksandar Vucic said in the Bosnian capital of Sarajevo that
"I don't believe we are close to (introducing) a state of emergency."

Vucic said Serbia expects to receive additional vaccines in the coming
weeks and expressed hope that further inoculations will help bring down
the surge.

  
 

  

A medical worker measures the temperature of a man during the vaccination
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with Chinese Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccine at Belgrade Fair makeshift
vaccination center in Belgrade, Serbia, Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2021. Serbian
health expert Chief epidemiologist Predrag Kon on Tuesday March 2, 2021,
called for the government to introduce a state of emergency and a strict
lockdown to halt a surge in coronavirus infections in the Balkan country. (AP
Photo/Darko Vojinovic)

  
 

  

A medical worker gives a shot of Chinese Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccine to a
woman during the vaccination in Belgrade, Serbia, Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2021.
Serbian health expert Chief epidemiologist Predrag Kon on Tuesday March 2,
2021, called for the government to introduce a state of emergency and a strict
lockdown to halt a surge in coronavirus infections in the Balkan country. (AP
Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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People arrive to receive a dose of Chinese Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccine during
the vaccination at Belgrade Fair makeshift vaccination center in Belgrade,
Serbia, Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2021. Serbian health expert Chief epidemiologist
Predrag Kon on Tuesday March 2, 2021, called for the government to introduce
a state of emergency and a strict lockdown to halt a surge in coronavirus
infections in the Balkan country. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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Workers unload boxes of the Astra Zeneca vaccine at the Belgrade Airport,
Serbia, Sunday, Feb. 21, 2021. 150,000 doses of Astra Zeneca vaccines were
delivered to Serbia. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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Workers unload boxes of the Astra Zeneca vaccine at the Belgrade Airport,
Serbia, Sunday, Feb. 21, 2021. 150,000 doses of Astra Zeneca vaccines were
delivered to Serbia. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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Workers unload boxes of the Astra Zeneca vaccine at the Belgrade Airport,
Serbia, Sunday, Feb. 21, 2021. 150,000 doses of Astra Zeneca vaccines were
delivered to Serbia. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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In this Wednesday, Feb. 10, 2021 file photo, workers unload a container of
China's Sinopharm coronavirus vaccines at the Belgrade Airport in Serbia. China
is providing the vaccine to countries such as Serbia and Hungary—a significant
geopolitical victory in Central Europe and the Balkans, where the West, China
and Russia are competing for political and economic influence. (AP
Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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People rest and are monitored for the possibility of side effects after receiving a
dose of Chinese Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccine in Belgrade, Serbia, Wednesday,
Feb. 17, 2021. China is providing the vaccine to countries such as Serbia and
Hungary—a significant geopolitical victory in Central Europe and the Balkans,
where the West, China and Russia are competing for political and economic
influence. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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A man receives a Chinese made Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccine in Budapest,
Hungary on Wednesday, Feb. 24, 2021. China is providing the vaccine to
countries such as Serbia and Hungary—a significant geopolitical victory in
Central Europe and the Balkans, where the West, China and Russia are
competing for political and economic influence. (AP Photo/Laszlo Balogh)

"We must show more discipline, we have all behaved irresponsibly,"
Vucic said. "But people are fed up. They must work, our economies
must work."

Serbia introduced a curfew and a strict lockdown at the start of the
outbreak last year, but has relaxed anti-virus rules in the past few
months. Still, cafes and restaurants must close at 8 p.m., gatherings are
limited and masks are mandatory in closed spaces.
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Analysts say Serbia's relative success on the mass inoculation front might
have prompted people to lower their guard regarding virus protection.

Serbia has vaccinated most people with China's Sinopharm jabs,
followed by Pfizer, Russia's Sputnik V and recently the AstraZeneca
shot.
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