
 

California to give 40% of vaccine doses to
vulnerable areas
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California will begin setting aside 40% of all vaccine doses for people
who live in the most vulnerable neighborhoods in an effort to inoculate
people most at risk from the coronavirus and get the state's economy
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open more quickly.

The doses will be spread among 400 ZIP codes where there are about 8
million people eligible for shots, said Dr. Mark Ghaly, the state's health
and human services secretary. Many of the neighborhoods are
concentrated in Los Angeles County and the central valley, which have
had among the highest rates of infection. The areas are considered most
vulnerable based on metrics such as household income, education level,
housing status and access to transportation.

Ghaly said the goal is to cut transmission rates and reopen the state's
economy.

"As we achieve higher levels of vaccine in the hardest hit communities,
we feel more confident that more and more activities across the state can
occur," he said in a briefing Thursday.

The announcement is the latest change in an ever-evolving system to get
California's nearly 40 million residents vaccinated, adding to ongoing
confusion among people who just want to know when they can get the
shot. The move to ease reopening standards also comes days after several
Republican-led states announced they were lifting COVID-19
restrictions as the U.S. now has three vaccines available.

Currently, people 65 and over, farmworkers and grocery clerks,
educators and emergency service workers are eligible for shots in
California; transit workers, flight attendants and hardware store clerks
are among those clamoring to be added to the priority access list.

Setting aside 40% of vaccine supply essentially means that hard-hit ZIP
codes will be administering double what they are currently, Ghaly said.
Data show that of shots given, only about 17% were administered in
vulnerable communities that have disproportionately been affected by
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the pandemic. Double that amount was going to those in the top quarter
of what California deems the healthiest communities when measured for
education, wages, health care access and transportation, Ghaly said.

Gov. Gavin Newsom has called equity the state's "North Star." Yet
community health clinics focused on serving low-income and vulnerable
Californians say they haven't been getting enough doses. Ghaly said
Thursday that Newsom's administration will work with communities to
make sure the vaccine actually ends up in the arms of those patients, not
to day-trippers from wealthier ZIP codes who have the time and tech
savvy to schedule appointments online.

Ghaly assured reporters that people with certain disabilities or
underlying health conditions who will be eligible in mid-March will not
be left out as many live in some of the disadvantaged areas.

Once 2 million vaccine doses are given out in those neighborhoods, the
state will make it easier for counties to move through reopening tiers that
dictate business and school reopenings. With 1.6 million shots
administered, he said he expects to hit that target in the next week or
two.

Once the state gives out 4 million doses in those neighborhoods, state
officials will revise the metrics for reopening sooner.

Right now, a county can move from the most restrictive purple tier to the
lower red tier based on several metrics, including having seven or fewer
new COVID cases per 100,000 people per day over a period of several
weeks. Now, that will shift to 10 new cases or fewer, allowing businesses
such as restaurants and gyms to reopen at limited capacity.

Also in the red tier, schools that want to access new state funding must
provide in-person learning for students in transitional kindergarten
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through grade 6 and at least one grade each in middle and high school.

More counties have already been moving into the red tier as caseloads,
hospitalizations and deaths drop. The state's average 2.2% test positivity
rate over seven days is a record low.

Officials argue that easing reopening restrictions makes sense since the
likelihood of widespread transmission that can overwhelm hospitals will
decrease as more people are vaccinated. That's particularly true as the
most vulnerable populations that are more likely to get seriously ill
receive the shots.

While race and ethnicity are not explicit factors in designating
vaccinations, the 400 vulnerable ZIP codes overlap heavily with
neighborhoods with higher populations of Blacks, Latinos and Asian and
Pacific Islanders, officials said.

© 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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