
 

Drug overdose deaths generally higher in
urban counties
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(HealthDay)—From 1999 to 2019, the age-adjusted rate of drug
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overdose deaths increased in urban and rural counties, with rates
generally higher in urban counties, according to a March data brief
published by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
National Center for Health Statistics.

Holly Hedegaard, M.D., and Merianne Rose Spencer, M.P.H., from the
National Center for Health Statistics in Hyattsville, Maryland, used the
most recent mortality data from the National Vital Statistics System to
examine urban-rural differences in drug overdose death rates for all
drugs.

The researchers found that the rate of drug overdose deaths increased
from 6.4 to 22.0 per 100,000 in urban counties and from 4.0 to 19.6 in
rural counties from 1999 through 2019. In California, Connecticut,
North Carolina, Vermont, and Virginia, rates in rural counties were
higher than in urban counties in 2019. From 2004 through 2017, rates of
drug overdose deaths involving natural and semisynthetic opioids were
higher in rural than urban counties, but were similar in 2018 and 2019.
The rate of drug overdose deaths involving psychostimulants with abuse
potential was 1.4 times higher in rural than urban counties (6.7 versus
4.8 per 100,000) in 2019.

"Rates for drug overdose deaths involving heroin or cocaine were
consistently higher in urban than in rural counties over the entire
period," the authors write.

  More information: Abstract/Full Text

Copyright © 2020 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

Citation: Drug overdose deaths generally higher in urban counties (2021, March 18) retrieved 24
April 2024 from

2/3

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/urban+counties/
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/products/databriefs/db403.htm
http://www.healthday.com/


 

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-03-drug-overdose-deaths-higher-urban.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-03-drug-overdose-deaths-higher-urban.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

