
 

Poland orders stricter pandemic measures
for Easter period

March 25 2021, by Vanessa Gera

  
 

  

In this Saturday, March 20, 2021 file photo, few people walk on the streets after
Poland reintroduced a partial nationwide lockdown on Saturday to curb a sudden
spike in new COVID-19 cases, in Warsaw, Poland. Many regions in Central
Europe and the Balkans are facing one of the most difficult moments since the
coronavirus pandemic struck over a year ago. Poland recorded its highest daily
number of new coronavirus infections Wednesday March 24, 2021, as hospitals
buckled under a new surge. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski, File)
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Poland's government ordered stricter pandemic measures for the two-
week period surrounding Easter, describing the new rules Thursday as an
attempt to limit human contacts amid a deadly surge in the coronavirus
pandemic.

Details of the new restrictions—which include the closure of nursery
schools, furniture stores and beauty salons—come as Poland registered a
record for daily coronavirus cases for a second consecutive day.

The new restrictions, which also include limits on the number of people
in churches, take effect on Saturday and will remain in place until April
9. They come on top of other restrictions already in effect that have
gradually been ramped up as infections, hospitalizations and deaths have
mounted amid another surge of infections over the past several weeks.

Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki said he knew the more severe
measures come during a period when families traditionally spend time
together for Easter, and it would require a sacrifice from Poles. But he
said the steps are needed to save lives, jobs and a health sector
approaching the limits of its capabilities.

"We are one step away from crossing the border beyond which we will
not be able to properly heal our citizens," Morawiecki said. "We will do
everything to avoid such a scenario."
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In this Friday, Feb. 12, 2021 file photo, Polish teachers wait to be administered
with their first shot of the AstraZeneca vaccine against the coronavirus in
Krakow, Poland. Poland has recorded a record high number of new daily
coronavirus infections for the second day in a row. The 34,000 new cases on
Thursday, March 25, 2021 are more than 4,000 more than the record reported a
day earlier. Meanwhile, The bleak numbers come as the prime minister prepares
to give details of harsher restrictions for the Easter period. Across much of
central Europe, vaccine rollouts are are happening too slowly to hold back the
new surge. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski, File)

The Health Ministry said Thursday it recorded more than 34,000 new
daily cases—thousands more than the 30,000 that set a bleak record on
Wednesday. There were also 520 new deaths recorded Thursday.

"Poland is in the most difficult moment of the pandemic in 13 months,"
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Morawiecki said.

He hailed mass vaccination as the key to Poland eventually emerging
from the pandemic, noting that medical workers, who have already been
vaccinated in higher numbers, are already seeing a sharp drop in illness
and death.

Elsewhere in the region, Hungary, with the world's highest death rate per
capita in recent days, set a record for daily deaths on Thursday with 252.
That brings the death toll to nearly 19,000 in the country, whose
population is less than 10 million.

In Poland, officials say this "third wave" of the pandemic is driven by
the highly contagious virus variant first detected in Britain, which now
makes up most of the new cases.
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In this Saturday, March 20, 2021 file photo, young people on a relatively empty
street after Poland reintroduced a partial nationwide lockdown on Saturday to
curb a sudden spike in new COVID-19 cases, in Warsaw, Poland. Poland has
recorded a record high number of new daily coronavirus infections for the
second day in a row. The 34,000 new cases on Thursday, March 25, 2021 are
more than 4,000 more than the record reported a day earlier. Meanwhile, The
bleak numbers come as the prime minister prepares to give details of harsher
restrictions for the Easter period. Across much of central Europe, vaccine
rollouts are are happening too slowly to hold back the new surge. (AP
Photo/Czarek Sokolowski, File)

  
 

  

In this Saturday, March 20, 2021 file photo, opponents of the nationwide anti-
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COVID-19 lockdown protest the measure, in Warsaw, Poland. Poland has
recorded a record high number of new daily coronavirus infections for the
second day in a row. The 34,000 new cases on Thursday, March 25, 2021 are
more than 4,000 more than the record reported a day earlier. Meanwhile, The
bleak numbers come as the prime minister prepares to give details of harsher
restrictions for the Easter period. Across much of central Europe, vaccine
rollouts are are happening too slowly to hold back the new surge. (AP
Photo/Czarek Sokolowski, File)

  
 

  

In this Monday, March 15, 2021 file photo, Hungarians hold a banner that reads
"Stop the Restrictions" during a protest in Budapest, Hungary. Poland has
recorded a record high number of new daily coronavirus infections for the
second day in a row. The 34,000 new cases on Thursday, March 25, 2021 are
more than 4,000 more than the record reported a day earlier. Hungary also
reported a record number of new deaths. In Poland officials say the deadly surge
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is driven by the highly contagious virus variant first detected in Britain, which
now makes up most of the new cases. (AP Photo/Laszlo Balogh, File)

"The evolution of the virus and the British mutation is leading not only
to more infections, but also causing more hospitalizations," Health
Minister Adam Niedzielski said.

Vaccine rollouts in Poland and much of the region are happening too
slowly to hold back the new surge.

The higher numbers in Poland come amid more testing. The government
has recently made it easier for people to get tested for COVID-19,
dropping its earlier requirement for a doctor's referral and allowing
people to request a test online.

In Hungary, additional lockdown measures introduced on March 8
haven't yet produced the desired results as the number of new infections
and hospitalizations continue to dwarf previous peaks set in December,
and hospitals have reported capacity problems as intensive care units fill
up.

© 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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