
 

Indian COVID variant found in northern
Italy
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Authorities in northern Italy announced Monday they had identified two
cases of the Indian variant of coronavirus, in a father and daughter
recently returned from India.
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The news follows reports of another case in the central region of
Tuscany last month, and comes after the Italian government banned
arrivals from the virus-hit country.

"Today in (the city of) Bassano we have the first two patients, two
Indians," announced Luca Zaia, head of the Veneto region.

Bassano, in the province of Vicenza, lies some 65 kilometres (40 miles)
north-east of Venice.

The two patients were identified as a father and adult daughter of Indian
origin who recently returned from a trip to India. They are currently
isolating at home.

Health Minister Roberto Speranza on Sunday announced a new ban on
anyone entering Italy who has been in India in the past 14 days.

India is battling a catastrophic, record-breaking outbreak that has
overwhelmed hospitals and set crematoriums working at full capacity.
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