
 

California to drop social distancing
requirements in June

May 21 2021, by Don Thompson

  
 

  

In this Thursday, May 13, 2021, file photo, a posted sign thanks visitors for
wearing masks in Santa Monica, Calif. California's top health official says the
state will no longer require social distancing and will allow full capacity for
businesses when the state reopens on June 15. State health director Dr. Mark
Ghaly said Friday, May 21, that the state envisions loosening many of its rules in
mid-June as coronavirus cases continue to fall and vaccine rates continue to rise.
Credit: AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez, File
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California no longer will require social distancing and will allow full
capacity for businesses when the state reopens on June 15, the state's top
health official said Friday.

"We're at a place with this pandemic where those requirements of the
past are no longer needed for the foreseeable future," Secretary of
California Health and Human Services Dr. Mark Ghaly said.

He said dramatically lower virus cases and increasing vaccinations mean
it's safe for California to remove nearly all restrictions next month. The
state of nearly 40 million people has administered nearly 35.5 million
vaccine doses, he said, and more than three-quarters of residents over 65
have received at least one dose.

As one result, the state in mid-June will end its color-coded four-tier
system that restricts activities based on each county's virus prevalence.

Limits on how many people can be inside businesses at any one time will
disappear, he said, and "there will no longer be (physical distancing)
restrictions for attendees, customers and guests in business sectors."

That won't mean an abrupt end to wearing masks, he said, but the state
will adjust its guidelines to correspond to national guidelines.

Officials already announced this week that they would wait until mid-
June to follow the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's
new mask guidelines that say it's safe for fully vaccinated people to skip
face coverings and social distancing in virtually all situations. The
federal guidelines state that everyone should still wear masks in crowded
indoor locations such as airplanes, buses, hospitals and prisons.
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https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Beyond-Blueprint-Framework.aspx


 

  

In this Thursday, May 13, 2021, file photo, visitors react after seeing a friend
arrive on the pier in Santa Monica, Calif. California's top health official says the
state will no longer require social distancing and will allow full capacity for
businesses when the state reopens on June 15. State health director Dr. Mark
Ghaly said Friday, May 21, that the state envisions loosening many of its rules in
mid-June as coronavirus cases continue to fall and vaccine rates continue to rise.
Credit: AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez, File

California's workforce regulators are separately developing safety rules
that will continue to apply to employers, Ghaly said.

"I can't emphasize enough how the vaccine has allowed us to get to a
place where we can safely do the things that we loved to do before the
pandemic," said Los Angeles County health director Barbara Ferrer. The
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state's lingering deaths, she said, "are almost all among people not fully
vaccinated. This is preventable."

The state will still require vaccine verification or negative test results
within 72 hours for indoor events with more than 5,000 attendees.

State officials will also recommend that organizers of outdoor events
with more than 10,000 people require attendees to provide verification
that they have been vaccinated or have tested negative for the
coronavirus. Those who can't or don't provide the verification should be
encouraged by organizers to wear masks, Ghaly said.

  
 

  

In this Friday, May 14, 2021, file photo, several fans are seen without masks as
they watch the Miami Marlins play the Los Angeles Dodgers in a baseball game
in Los Angeles. California's top health official says the state will no longer
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require social distancing and will allow full capacity for businesses when the
state reopens on June 15. State health director Dr. Mark Ghaly said Friday, May
21, that dramatically lower virus cases and increasing vaccinations mean it's safe
for the state to remove nearly all restrictions next month. Credit: AP Photo/Mark
J. Terrill, File

"I'm very confident in their decisions and very confident this is the right
move," said Dr. Monica Gandhi, an infectious disease expert at the
University of California, San Francisco.

Gandhi said there is plenty of evidence that vaccines are effective and
California has done a good job of distributing doses.

State officials do not anticipate that they will create or require a
vaccination "passport" or other formal verification, Ghaly said.

The more than three weeks of lead time before the changes go into
effect "will provide ample time for our businesses, organizations and
residents to prepare for these changes," Los Angeles County Supervisor
Kathryn Barger said.

California also plans to follow federal CDC guidelines on travel,
meaning it will not be discouraged except in places where visiting is not
advised.
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In this Friday, April 30, 2021, file photo, guests walk down Main Street USA at
Disneyland in Anaheim, Calif. California's top health official says the state will
no longer require social distancing and will allow full capacity for businesses
when the state reopens on June 15. State health director Dr. Mark Ghaly said
Friday, May 21, 2021, that dramatically lower virus cases and increasing
vaccinations mean it's safe for the state to remove nearly all restrictions next
month. Credit: AP Photo/Jae Hong, File

"We have weathered the storm, and I am hopeful that this finally signals
our return to normalcy," Barger said.

California was the first state to issue a statewide shutdown as the virus
emerged in March 2020 and it was the nation's epicenter for the disease
at the start of 2021. More than 61,000 people have died from the virus in
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California, the most in any state in the nation.

Gov. Gavin Newsom, a Democrat, has said for weeks that the state
expected to generally lift most business and social restrictions by June
15.

"I think our shared objective has always been to get the economy open as
quickly as we can by safely doing so," said Dee Dee Myers, director of
the Governor's Office of Business and Economic Development. Newsom
faces a recall election this fall driven in large part by those frustrated
with his restrictions during the pandemic.

  
 

  

In this Friday, May 14, 2021, file photo, visitors wear masks amid the
COVID-19 pandemic at the Universal City Walk in Universal City, Calif.
California's top health official says the state will no longer require social

7/12



 

distancing and will allow full capacity for businesses when the state reopens on
June 15. State health director Dr. Mark Ghaly said Friday, May 21, that
dramatically lower virus cases and increasing vaccinations mean it's safe for the
state to remove nearly all restrictions next month. Credit: AP Photo/Marcio Jose
Sanchez, File

  
 

  

In this Thursday, May 13, 2021, file photo, children ages 12 to 15 wait to get
their vitals checked before getting their Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine at Families
Together of Orange County in Tustin, Calif. California's top health official says
the state will no longer require social distancing and will allow full capacity for
businesses when the state reopens on June 15. State health director Dr. Mark
Ghaly said Friday, May 21, that the state envisions loosening many of its rules in
mid-June as coronavirus cases continue to fall and vaccine rates continue to rise.
Credit: AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File
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In this Thursday, April 1, 2021, file photo, Dr. Mark Ghaly, Secretary,
California Health and Human Services, left, inoculates California Gov. Gavin
Newsom, right, at the Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza in Los Angeles. California's
top health official says the state will no longer require social distancing and will
allow full capacity for businesses when the state reopens on June 15. State health
director Dr. Ghaly said Friday, May 21, that the state envisions loosening many
of its rules in mid-June as coronavirus cases continue to fall and vaccine rates
continue to rise. Credit: AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File
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In this Tuesday, May 4, 2021, file photo, dressed in a Star Wars costume, Tim
Brehmer, right, sits in a booth as customers gather to celebrate the Star Wars
Day at Scum and Villainy Cantina, a geek bar located on Hollywood Blvd, in Los
Angeles. California's top health official says the state will no longer require
social distancing and will allow full capacity for businesses when the state
reopens on June 15. State health director Dr. Mark Ghaly said Friday, May 21,
that the state envisions loosening many of its rules in mid-June as coronavirus
cases continue to fall and vaccine rates continue to rise. Credit: AP Photo/Jae C.
Hong, File
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In this July 22, 2020, file photo, Tyson Salomon, left, gets a pedicure outside
Pampered Hands nail salon in Los Angeles California's top health official says
the state will no longer require social distancing and will allow full capacity for
businesses when the state reopens on June 15, 2021. State health director Dr.
Mark Ghaly said Friday, May 21, that the state envisions loosening many of its
rules in mid-June as coronavirus cases continue to fall and vaccine rates continue
to rise. Credit: AP Photo/Ashley Landis, File

"Restrictions around eating and drinking, open bars, buffets, things like
that will all go away," she said. People can now also plan with certainty
for weddings, conventions and large sporting events, "a really important
milestone" as officials try to reinvigorate the economy.

On some recent days, newly reported infections in California have fallen
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below 1,000 and there are currently just over 1,300 people hospitalized
with the virus. The state's current positivity rate is just 1%.

Lifting restrictions will inevitably result in some increased transmissions,
but the health care system should be able to handle them and local
officials can still impose additional limits if there are outbreaks, Ghaly
said. Health officials will continue tracking whether virus mutations start
breaking through vaccinations, which he said could mean renewed health
measures.

"We're going to be watching that very closely," he said. "But I think we
are in a place statewide where we have a significant number of people
vaccinated and protected.″

© 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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