
 

Bennett: Israel could beat COVID-19 variant
without lockdown
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Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett holds up a face mask as he delivers a
statement on the coronavirus situation, in Jerusalem Wednesday, July 14, 2021.
Bennett said Wednesday that Israel can beat a concerning rise in new coronavirus
cases without a nationwide shutdown, but he called on people to wear masks
indoors and otherwise comply with safety rules. Credit: AP Photo/Maya
Alleruzzo
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Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett said Wednesday that the country
can beat a concerning rise in new coronavirus cases without a nationwide
shutdown, but that depends in part on people wearing masks indoors to
suppress the spread of the highly contagious delta variant.

Bennett told reporters at a news conference that he has instructed police
to step up enforcement of the mask rule with high fines for people who
violate it.

"That's the fair thing to do, because it's wrong to have people who are
lazy and hurt the rest of the public," Bennett said. A national shutdown,
he said, was "a last resort," a reflection of the government's effort to
keep Israel's economy strong.

"Stop shaking hands," he advised Israelis, suggesting an elbow bump
instead. "Stop kissing and hugging except within the family." He also
urged Israelis not to travel abroad as the delta variant spreads in Europe
and elsewhere.

Bennett spoke as new daily infections in Israel climbed to more than 700
on Wednesday. That's despite one of the world's fastest inoculation
campaigns. More than 5.7 million people of Israel's population of 9.3
million have been vaccinated at least once. Some 5.2 million people have
received two doses.

Israel has a standing mask-wearing mandate for people gathering
indoors, but adherence is poor—even on public transit and in
hospitals—and enforcement is lax. Bennett said he instructed police to
step up enforcement of mask rules with high fines.

Most cases are mild and serious cases remain relatively low—but almost
all new cases are due to the contagious delta variant.
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Bennett also announced that Prof. Salman Zarka, head of the Ziv
Medical Center in northern Israel, will oversee the country's response as
the new coronavirus czar.

Zarka, a member of Israel's Druze minority, formerly commanded the
Israeli army's medical corps and ran the Israeli field hospital providing
humanitarian aid to Syrians.

© 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.

Citation: Bennett: Israel could beat COVID-19 variant without lockdown (2021, July 14)
retrieved 11 May 2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-07-bennett-israel-covid-
variant-lockdown.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-07-bennett-israel-covid-variant-lockdown.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-07-bennett-israel-covid-variant-lockdown.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

