
 

Haiti gets 500K vaccine doses; its first of the
pandemic
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Neighbors stand on a roof in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Monday, July 12, 2021.
Credit: AP Photo/Matias Delacroix

Haiti on Wednesday received its first coronavirus vaccine since the
pandemic began, welcoming 500,000 doses as the country battles a spike
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in cases and deaths.

The Pan American Health Organization said the United States donated
the doses via the United Nations' COVAX program for low-income
countries.

Spokeswoman Nadia Peimbert-Rappaport told The Associated Press that
the shipment was Moderna vaccine.

"The arrival of these vaccines is quite promising and now the challenge
is to get them to the people that need them the most," the regional health
agency's director, Dr. Carissa Etienne, said in a statement.

The doses will be administered for free, said Dr. Marie Gréta Roy
Clément, Haiti's minister of public health and population.

"This first allocation of vaccines puts an end to a long period of waiting,
an end to a long period of waiting not only for the Haitian population but
also for the people of the region who were very concerned that Haiti was
the only country in the Americas that had not yet introduced the COVID
19 vaccine," she said in a statement.

Haiti has reported more than 19,300 confirmed coronavirus cases and
more than 480 deaths as it fights a wave of COVID-19 cases that has
forced hospitals to turn away patients. Experts believe those numbers are
widely underreported since there is scant testing in Haiti, which has
more than 11 million people.
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Homes at the Bois Patate neighborhood are crowded together in Port-au-Prince,
Haiti, Monday, July 12, 2021. Credit: AP Photo/Matias Delacroix

Some 756,000 doses of AstraZeneca shots had been slated to arrive in
May via the COVAX program but were delayed given the government's
concern over possible clotting as a side effect and a lack of
infrastructure to keep the vaccines properly refrigerated.

The Pan American Health Organization has said it would help Haiti's
Health Ministry solve those problems and would prioritize vaccinating 
health workers.

It was not immediately known when inoculations would begin and
where.
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Experts have previously warned of potential problems that could
complicate vaccination efforts, including a surge in gang violence that
has people afraid to leave their homes or travel to certain areas because
they fear for their lives.

Haiti also is now reeling from the July 7 assassination of President
Jovenel Moïse.

Moïse had declared a health emergency on May 24 and imposed a
curfew and safety measures, including mandating the use of face masks
when entering businesses. But few Haitians are following the measures
while buying groceries in bustling marketplaces or riding in crowded
colorful buses known as tap taps.
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Children look into the camera inside a school turned shelter, created about a
month ago for families displaced by gang violence in Petion Ville in Port-au-
Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, July 13, 2021. President Jovenel Moise was assassinated
on July 7. Credit: AP Photo/Matias Delacroix

  
 

  

A youth waits to for his turn to fill containers with water from a neighbor who
sells it for the equivalent of twenty cents of a dollar per bucket at the Bourdon
quarter of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Monday, July 12, 2021. Haiti has one of the
lowest rates of access to clean water and sanitation infrastructure in the western
hemisphere. Credit: AP Photo/Matias Delacroix
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A youth looks into the camera inside a school turned shelter created about a
month ago for families displaced by gang violence in Petion Ville in Port-au-
Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, July 13, 2021. President Jovenel Moise was assassinated
on July 7. Credit: AP Photo/Matias Delacroix
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A view of the private residence of President Jovenel Moise in Port-au-Prince,
Haiti, Tuesday, July 13, 2021. Moise was killed and his wife wounded during an
attack on his home on July 7. Credit: AP Photo/Matias Delacroix
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A boy carries a tank of gas as he leaves a gas station in Port-au-Prince, Tuesday,
July 13, 2021, almost a week after President Jovenel Moise was assassinated in
his home. Credit: AP Photo/Fernando Llano

Last month, the nonprofit St. Luke Foundation for Haiti said the
country's insecurity was interfering with oxygen being imported as a
liquid, then being converted to gas and delivered.

"It is hard and dangerous work to refill 320 tanks per day, in the red
zones of Port au Prince," it said.

© 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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