
 

COVID-19 vaccine booster dose cuts
infection in those 60 and older
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(HealthDay)—Among Israeli adults aged 60 years and older, those
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receiving a third booster dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19
vaccine have rates of confirmed COVID-19 and severe illness that are
substantially lower than the rates seen for individuals only receiving the
two original vaccine doses, according to a study published online Sept.
15 in the New England Journal of Medicine.

Yinon M. Bar‑On, from the Weizmann Institute of Science in Rehovot,
Israel, and colleagues compared the rate of confirmed COVID-19 cases
and the rate of severe illness (July 30 through Aug. 31, 2021) between
those who had received a booster injection at least 12 days earlier
(booster group) and those who had not received a booster injection
(nonbooster group). The analysis included 1,137,804 persons ages 60
years and older who had been fully vaccinated at least five months
earlier.

The researchers found that ≥12 days after the booster dose, the rate of
confirmed infection was lower in the booster group than in the
nonbooster group by a factor of 11.3. Similarly, the rate of severe illness
was lower by a factor of 19.5. Compared with the rate of infection four
to six days after the booster, the rate of confirmed infection ≥12 days
after vaccination was lower by a factor of 5.4.

"Our findings give clear indications of the effectiveness of a booster
dose even against the currently dominant delta variant," the authors
write. "Future studies will help determine the long-term effectiveness of
the booster dose against current and emerging variants."

  More information: Abstract/Full Text

Copyright © 2021 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

Citation: COVID-19 vaccine booster dose cuts infection in those 60 and older (2021, September

2/3

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/illness/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/booster/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/severe+illness/
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2114255
http://www.healthday.com/


 

17) retrieved 11 May 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-09-covid-vaccine-booster-dose-infection.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-09-covid-vaccine-booster-dose-infection.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

