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Study examines information and
communication needs of men with prostate

cancer
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Micrograph showing prostatic acinar adenocarcinoma (the most common form
of prostate cancer) Credit: Wikipedia, CC BY-SA 3.0

In a recent study published in the European Journal of Cancer Care,
investigators interviewed men affected by prostate cancer and their
family members to gain a better understanding of their unmet
information and communication needs.
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The study was funded by the charity Prostate Cancer UK and undertaken
by researchers from the Hull York Medical School, of the University of
Hull, in the UK. The goal was to develop patient-informed education
materials for health care professionals, which the charity would use to

help improve clinical practice.

Interviews with 19 men and six caregivers revealed several themes: the
need to address gaps in the information provided by clinicians,
particularly about sensitive issues; the value of clinicians' good
communication skills and being allowed adequate time when providing
effective clinical information; the need for individualized information
with content, timing, and emotional support tailored to an individual's
unique life circumstances; and the importance of alternative information
sources, particularly when recommended by clinicians.

"Prostate cancer affects every part of life. Careful, sensitive, and timely
communication makes a massive difference to the way men—and their
families—are able to cope, but sadly is often neglected," said lead author
Hong Chen, Ph.D., MPH, MSc, who is currently at the University of
Warwick.

"This research emphasizes the fundamental importance of clinical
communication skills to improving a patient's experience with prostate
cancer," added Amy Rylance, Head of Improving Care at Prostate
Cancer UK. "At Prostate Cancer UK, we offer a range of evidence-
based training resources for health professionals to support them to
develop these crucial skills, and we're pleased to see this new research
published as a result."

Find out more about Prostate Cancer UK's health education at
https://prostatecanceruk.org/education.

More information: Hong Chen et al, The unique information and

2/3


https://medicalxpress.com/tags/health+care+professionals/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/clinical+practice/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/emotional+support/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/prostate+cancer/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/prostate+cancer/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/prostatecanceruk.org/education__;!!N11eV2iwtfs!-lGudgD6_OxQtXES_7_7ha6JjRtNq2wTCV2mP3OeiYjdKsq-E3HH56hE-Zk9Dn8$

MedicalZpress

communication needs of men affected by prostate cancer: A qualitative

study of men's experience, European Journal of Cancer Care (2021).
DOI: 10.1111/ecc.13503

Provided by Wiley

Citation: Study examines information and communication needs of men with prostate cancer
(2021, September 22) retrieved 25 April 2024 from

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-09-men-prostate-cancer.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

3/3


http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/ecc.13503
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-09-men-prostate-cancer.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

