
 

Noted COVID-19 researchers reminde that
poor countries must be vaccinated to end
pandemic

October 7 2021, by Bob Yirka

  
 

  

A global supply forecast of doses of COVID vaccines such as Sinovac (red) and
Pfizer (light red) and allocation across high-income countries (HIC), upper
middle-income countries (UMIC), and low-income countries in the Advance
Market Commitment (AMC) until the end of 2021. Credit: S. Gilbert, et al.,
Science Translational Medicine (2021)

Two well-known vaccine researchers, Dame Sarah Gilbert, one of the co-
developers of the Oxford vaccine and Richard Hatchett, head of the
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Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations, have issued a
reminder to the world that the pandemic will not end unless stronger
efforts are made to vaccinate people living in poor countries. In their
Focus piece published in the journal Science Translational Medicine, the
pair note that as of the end of last month, 41.5% of the world's
population had received at least one dose of the available vaccines—but
in poor countries, that percentage is just 1.9%.

The researchers note that the disparity becomes even more clear when
looking at the high vaccination rates in some of the wealthiest countries
compared to those in the poorest countries. Such inequitable distribution
of vaccines, they note, has implications for everyone. Not only does it
put the lives of millions of people in poor countries at continued risk, it
also prolongs the pandemic—and the longer the pandemic goes, the
more opportunities there are for variants to arise, possibly making
current vaccines useless, or worse, allowing a much more deadly
pathogen to develop.

On a more promising note, the researchers point out that the number of
vaccines being produced has grown rapidly—to the point that there
should soon be enough for every person on the planet. Unfortunately,
that is not all there is to the story. It is much easier, they note, to create
large quantities of vaccines than it is to get those vaccines to remote
areas. Simply sending billions of doses of vaccines to the government of
a poor country will not ensure the people living there will receive
treatment.

Many poor countries have no health care system or infrastructure that
allows for delivering vaccines. There are also shortages of health care
providers who know how to administer vaccines—or to teach the people
around them about the value of the vaccine. Thus, for the pandemic to
end, there must be a massive and concerted effort by wealthy countries
of the world to assist with vaccination efforts in poor
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countries—reiterating the phrase others have so often quoted recently,
"No one is safe until we are all safe."

  More information: Sarah Gilbert et al, No one is safe until we are all
safe, Science Translational Medicine (2021). DOI:
10.1126/scitranslmed.abl9900

© 2021 Science X Network

Citation: Noted COVID-19 researchers reminde that poor countries must be vaccinated to end
pandemic (2021, October 7) retrieved 27 April 2024 from 
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-10-covid-poor-countries-vaccinated-pandemic.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

http://dx.doi.org/10.1126/scitranslmed.abl9900
http://dx.doi.org/10.1126/scitranslmed.abl9900
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-10-covid-poor-countries-vaccinated-pandemic.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

