
 

Germany to end national 'epidemic' situation
next month
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In this Monday, Sept. 13, 2021 file photo, a doctor vaccinates a student with the
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine, as part of the vaccination campaign called
'#HierWirdGeimpft', #Here We Vaccinate, at the Ruth Cohn School in Berlin,
Germany. The German parliament will not extend the 'epidemic situation of
national scope' when it expires next month, but keep in place certain measures to
prevent the spread of the coronavirus. Credit: AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File
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The German parliament will not extend the "epidemic situation of
national scope" when it expires next month, but will keep in place
certain measures to check the spread of the coronavirus, lawmakers said
on Wednesday.

Leading members of the country's parliament, or Bundestag, said that
although coronavirus infections have been rising again recently, they did
not see the need to prolong the "epidemic situation" which it was first
declared in March 2020 and has been repeatedly extended since then.
They said that the situation had fundamentally changed due to the fact
that about two-thirds of the population had been vaccinated against the
virus.

The health emergency situation declaration had enabled federal and state
governments to order key coronavirus measures without the approval of
the national and regional parliaments.

"There will no more be school closures, lockdowns or curfews again,"
said Dirk Wiese, the deputy head of the center-left Social Democrats
parliamentary group. He added that the pandemic still needed to be
handled responsibly, but that restrictions on civil rights needed to be
eased again.

Despite the Nov. 25 expiration of the "epidemic situation," some
measures like obligatory mask wearing in public spaces, restrictions on
entry to certain venues to only those who have been vaccinated or
financial support for workers who have been hit hard by the pandemic
will stay in place until March. In addition, individual states can still
decide to again implement stricter measures if needed.
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In this Monday, Oct. 11, 2021 file photo, students wear mouth-to-nose coverings
while sitting close to each other during the lecture 'BWL 1' in lecture hall H1 of
the Westfaelische Wilhelms-Universitaet in Muenster, Germany. The German
parliament will not extend the 'epidemic situation of national scope' when it
expires next month, but keep in place certain measures to prevent the spread of
the coronavirus. Credit: Rolf Vennenbernd/dpa via AP
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In this Monday, Oct. 25, 2021 file photo, a man waits alone in front of a
coronavirus test station in front of the main station in Duisburg, Germany. The
German parliament will not extend the 'epidemic situation of national scope'
when it expires next month, but keep in place certain measures to prevent the
spread of the coronavirus.Credit: AP Photo/Martin Meissner, File

Members of the three parties that hope to form Germany's new
government announced the country's new direction on the pandemic to
reporters in Berlin.

Germany held national elections last month. The Social Democrats,
environmentalist Greens and the pro-business Free Democrats opened
formal coalition talks following a preliminary deal earlier this month,
and said they hope to announce a deal for a new government in early
December.
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If the negotiations succeed, the new government will send Chancellor
Angela Merkel's center-right Union bloc into opposition after 16 years at
the helm. Her likely successor would be Olaf Scholz of the center-left
Social Democrats, her vice chancellor and finance minister since 2018.

Until then, Merkel and her Cabinet will continue to lead the government
in a caretaker position.

On Wednesday, the country's disease control agency reported reported
23.212 new virus cases, up from 17. 015 cases a week ago. More than
4.5 million people have been registered as infected with the virus since
the start of the pandemic in Germany and 95.359 people have died.

© 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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