
 

S.Africa rejects Russian Sputnik vaccine
over HIV fears
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South Africa's health products regulator on Monday said it would not
approve Russia's Sputnik V COVID-19 vaccine due to concerns it could
increase the risk of HIV infection among men.

The decision was based on earlier studies testing the safety of a modified
form of adenovirus—a type of virus that causes respiratory
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infections—known as the Ad5 and contained in the Russian jab.

"Use of the Sputnik V vaccine in South Africa, a setting of a high HIV
prevalence and incidence, may increase the risk of vaccinated males
acquiring HIV," the South African Health Product Regulatory Authority
(SAHPRA) said in a statement.

It noted that the company behind the application for the use of Sputnik
V in South Africa had no proof the formula would be safe "in settings of
high HIV prevalence".

"The rolling review of the Sputnik V vaccine will, however, remain open
for submission of relevant safety data in support of the application," it
added.

Russia's Gamaleya Centre, which developed Sputnik V, said it would
produce information to show that SAHPRA's concerns were "completely
unfounded".

"Speculation regarding the association between adenovirus type-5
vectored vaccines and HIV transmission in high risk groups has been
based on small-scale studies," it said in a statement.

The institute pointed to several clinical studies on over 7,000 participants
that showed "there was no statistically significant increase of HIV-1
infection among adenovirus type-5 vectored vaccine recipients when all
study participants and follow-up time were considered."

South Africa, the country worst-hit by the pandemic in Africa, also has
the world's highest number of people living with HIV.

It has been struggling with vaccine hesitancy.
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Just over a quarter of 40 million targeted for vaccination by early 2022
are fully jabbed to date.

South Africa is this week set to begin vaccinating children as young as
12 and offering booster shots to certain immuno-compromised citizens.

It is currently offering the single-dose Johnson & Johnson—which also
contains an adenovirus but of a different type—and the rMNA
Pfizer/BioNTech jab.

The Chinese-made Sinovac has also been approved.

The World Health Organization has not yet given Sputnik V the green
light for emergency use, although it is being administered in at least 45
countries.

© 2021 AFP

Citation: S.Africa rejects Russian Sputnik vaccine over HIV fears (2021, October 18) retrieved 2
July 2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-10-safrica-russian-sputnik-vaccine-
hiv.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-10-safrica-russian-sputnik-vaccine-hiv.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-10-safrica-russian-sputnik-vaccine-hiv.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

