
 

Scientists urge UK to prep rapid return of
COVID measures

October 22 2021, by Jill Lawless

  
 

  

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson greets 88-year-old Nitza Sarner as she
waits to receive a pfizer booster vaccination as he visits a COVID-19 vaccination
centre at Little Venice Sports Centre, in London, Friday, Oct. 22, 2021. Credit:
AP Photo/Matt Dunham, Pool
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The British government's scientific advisers urged the government on
Friday to ensure coronavirus restrictions can be introduced rapidly, as
the rate of new infections continues to grow.

Britain has recorded an average of 47,000 new cases of COVID-19 a day
in the past week, up 18% from the week before, according to figures
released on Friday. There was an average of 135 deaths a day, a 16% rise
from the previous week. Britain has recorded more than 139,000
coronavirus deaths during the pandemic, the highest toll in Europe after
Russia.

Many scientists are urging the government to reintroduce some of the
measures that it lifted three months ago when more than a year of
restrictions ended, including mandatory mask-wearing indoors, social
distancing and work-from-home advice.

The Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies, a body of scientists that
advises the government, says "policy work on the potential
reintroduction of measures should be undertaken now so that it can be
ready for rapid deployment," according to minutes of a meeting held last
week.

The group said that of all the measures the government is considering,
the "re-introduction of working from home guidance is likely to have the
greatest individual impact on transmission."
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British Prime Minister Boris Johnson shakes a dose of the pfizer vaccine as it is
diluted before being administered as he visits a COVID-19 vaccination centre at
Little Venice Sports Centre, in London, Friday, Oct. 22, 2021. Credit: AP
Photo/Matt Dunham, Pool

Prime Minister Boris Johnson's Conservative government says it may
reimpose some restrictions as part of a fall and winter "Plan B"—but not
yet.

Britain is relying almost exclusively on vaccines to keep the virus at bay
during the fall and winter months, when respiratory viruses circulate
most widely. Almost 80% of people 12 and over in the U.K. have
received two vaccine doses and millions are being offered a booster shot,
including everyone over 50.
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Scientific modelers in the advisory group said a big spike in
hospitalizations like the one seen last winter was increasingly unlikely,
and that booster vaccines could keep the spread of the virus "at levels
similar to or lower than currently observed." But they said there could
still be thousands more coronavirus deaths in the coming months.

The prime minister, who visited a vaccination center in London on
Friday, said the current infection level was "not outside the parameters
of what was predicted."

  
 

  

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson watches as staff dilute a dose of the pfizer
vaccine before administering it as he visits a COVID-19 vaccination centre at
Little Venice Sports Centre, in London, Friday, Oct. 22, 2021. Credit: AP
Photo/Matt Dunham, Pool
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British Prime Minister Boris Johnson speaks to the media as he visits a
COVID-19 vaccination centre at Little Venice Sports Centre, in London, Friday,
Oct. 22, 2021. Credit: AP Photo/Matt Dunham, Pool

Johnson urged people to take "commonsensical" precautions such as
wearing a mask, and to get a booster shot as soon as they were
eligible—six months after the second dose.

Though some have suggested a new lockdown may be needed if cases
continue to rise, Johnson dismissed the idea.
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"At the moment that we see absolutely nothing to indicate that that's on
the cards at all," he said.

© 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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