
 

Virus surge hits New England despite high
vaccination rates

October 3 2021, by Wilson Ring

  
 

  

Alanna Gomes exits out the back of Bethel AME Church after receiving her
COVID-19 vaccine at a clinic set up in the sanctuary Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in
Providence, R.I. Despite having some of the highest vaccination rates in the
country, the New England states are still grappling with rapidly increasing
COVID-19 case counts, hospitalizations and deaths. Credit: AP Photo/David
Goldman
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Despite having the highest vaccination rates in the country, there are
constant reminders for most New England states of just how vicious the
delta variant of COVID-19 is.

Hospitals across the region are seeing full intensive care units and staff
shortages are starting to affect care. Public officials are pleading with
the unvaccinated to get the shots. Health care workers are coping with
pent-up demand for other kinds of care that had been delayed by the
pandemic.

"I think it's clearly frustrating for all of us," said Michael Pieciak, the
commissioner of the Vermont Department of Financial Regulation who
monitors COVID-19 statistics for the state. "We want kids to be safe in
school, we want parents not to have to worry about their child's
education and health."

Even though parts of New England are seeing record case counts,
hospitalizations and deaths that rival pre-vaccine peaks, largely among
the unvaccinated, the region hasn't seen the impact the delta variant wave
has wrought on other parts of the country.

According to statistics from The Associated Press, the five states with
the highest percentage of a fully vaccinated population are all in New
England, with Vermont leading, followed by Connecticut, Maine, Rhode
Island and Massachusetts. New Hampshire is 10th.

  
 

2/18

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-08-delta-variant.html
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https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-10-covid-deaths-eclipse-delta-variant.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-10-covid-deaths-eclipse-delta-variant.html


 

  

Volunteer Danny McCall Sr., wipes down a pew during a COVID-19 vaccination
clinic at Bethel AME Church Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in Providence, R.I. Despite
having some of the highest vaccination rates in the country, the New England
states are still grappling with rapidly increasing COVID-19 case counts,
hospitalizations and deaths. Credit: AP Photo/David Goldman

According to the AP data, full vaccination rates across the six New
England states range from a high of 69.4% in Vermont to 61.5% in New
Hampshire.

Despite the relatively high vaccination rates—the U.S. as a whole is
averaging 55.5%—there are still hundreds of thousands of people across
the region who, for one reason or another, remain unvaccinated and
vulnerable to infection.
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Now, a Rhode Island official said he didn't think the 70% vaccination
goal, once touted as the level that would help end the pandemic in the
state, is enough.

"What we've learned with delta and looking beyond delta, is because
that's where our focus is as well, to really reach those levels of
vaccination, to give you that true population level protection, you need to
be in excess of 90%," said Tom McCarthy, the executive director of the
Rhode Island Department of Health COVID Response Unit.

  
 

  

Amanda Gomes, left, receives her COVID-19 vaccine from family nurse
practitioner Temperance Taylor during a clinic set up in Bethel AME Church
Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in Providence, R.I. Despite having some of the highest
vaccination rates in the country, the New England states are still grappling with
rapidly increasing COVID-19 case counts, hospitalizations and deaths. Credit:
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AP Photo/David Goldman

Officials throughout New England continue to push the unvaccinated to
get the shots as well as bolster vaccine mandates.

"We have it in our power to end this needless suffering and heartbreak; a
way to protect our health and that of the people we love; a way to give
our heroic doctors, nurses, and other medical professionals a much-
needed break; a way to protect our children – please get vaccinated
today," Maine's Democratic Gov. Janet Mills said recently.

Yet the head of UMass Memorial Health, the largest health system in
central Massachusetts, said recently that regional hospitals were seeing
nearly 20 times more COVID-19 patients than in June and there isn't an
ICU bed to spare.

In Connecticut, the Legislature just extended the governor's emergency
powers to make it easier to cope with the latest wave of the pandemic.
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Volunteer Danny McCall Sr., works inside a COVID-19 vaccination clinic set up
at Bethel AME Church as part of an effort to make testing and vaccines more
available to an underserved community Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in Providence,
R.I. Credit: AP Photo/David Goldman

Case counts in Vermont, which has continually boasted about high
vaccination and low hospitalization and death rates, are the highest
during the pandemic. Hospitalizations are approaching the pandemic
peak from last winter and September was Vermont's second-deadliest
month during the pandemic.

On Sept. 22, Maine had nearly 90 people in intensive care units, a
pandemic peak for the state. Maine also recently passed 1,000 deaths
since the start of the pandemic.
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Dr. Gretchen Volpe, an infectious disease specialist at the 48-bed York
Hospital in Maine, said the delta surge has made it harder to find care
for patients who need more assistance.

"The physicians who are transferring people have commented to me that
they keep having to go farther and call more places to achieve that goal,
Volpe said.

On Friday, the United States crossed the threshold of 700,000 deaths
from COVID-19. The deaths during the delta surge have been
unrelenting in hotspots in the South. New England has been at the other
end of the spectrum, but the region is still coping with the same surge
that has ravaged other parts of the country.

  
 

  

7/18

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-10-covid-deaths-eclipse-delta-variant.html


 

Kar Wilson, rear, and Michael Brown, right, with the Rhode Island Department
of Health, knock on doors along with Lauren Nance, left, with the Faith and
Science Coalition, as part of an outreach effort to provide information on
COVID-19 vaccine availabilities Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in Providence, R.I.
Credit: AP Photo/David Goldman

Vermont's Republican governor, Phil Scott drew near-universal praise
for his early handling of the pandemic, when his calm demeanor and
reliance on the science kept his state among the safest.

But recently, he's faced criticism by some, including Democratic leaders
of the state Legislature and more than 90 employees of the Vermont
Health Department who in August signed a letter urging him to do more
to combat the delta wave.

Scott lifted Vermont's state of emergency in June, when the state
became the first to see 80% of its eligible population get at least the first
shot.

He is now recommending that schools require masks and he's urging
people to wear masks in crowded indoor locations. But he won't
reinstitute required mitigation measures that were in place during the
state of emergency.

"We can't be in a perpetual state of emergency," Scott said this week.
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Volunteer Danny McCall Sr., waits for patients at the door of a COVID-19
vaccination clinic set up at Bethel AME Church as part of an effort to make
testing and vaccines more available to an underserved community Friday, Sept.
24, 2021, in Providence, R.I. Credit: AP Photo/David Goldman
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Volunteer Danny McCall Sr., greets people arriving at a COVID-19 vaccination
clinic set up at Bethel AME Church as part of an effort to make testing and
vaccines more available to an underserved community Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in
Providence, R.I. Credit: AP Photo/David Goldman
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A mural and a cross decorate the wall of Bethel AME Church as a testing
assistant conducts a COVID-19 test at a clinic set up in the sanctuary as part of
an effort to make testing and vaccines more available to an underserved
community, Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in Providence, R.I. Credit: AP Photo/David
Goldman
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Volunteer Danny McCall Sr., left, sanitizes the hands of Jessica Leo as she
arrives for a COVID-19 test at a clinic set up at Bethel AME Church, Friday,
Sept. 24, 2021, in Providence, R.I. Despite having some of the highest
vaccination rates in the country, the New England states are still grappling with
rapidly increasing COVID-19 case counts, hospitalizations and deaths. Credit:
AP Photo/David Goldman
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Mariana Jacome, 13, receives a COVID-19 vaccine from family nurse
practitioner Temperance Taylor at a COVID-19 vaccination clinic set up at
Bethel AME Church as part of an effort to make testing and vaccines more
available to an underserved community Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in Providence,
R.I. Credit: AP Photo/David Goldman
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Volunteer Danny McCall Sr., waits for patients at the door of a COVID-19
vaccination clinic set up at Bethel AME Church as part of an effort to make
testing and vaccines more available to an underserved community Friday, Sept.
24, 2021, in Providence, R.I. Despite having some of the highest vaccination
rates in the country, the New England states are still grappling with rapidly
increasing COVID-19 case counts, hospitalizations and deaths. Credit: AP
Photo/David Goldman
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Jessica Leo, left, is tested for COVID-19 at a clinic set up at Bethel AME
Church, Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in Providence, R.I. Despite having some of the
highest vaccination rates in the country, the New England states are still
grappling with rapidly increasing COVID-19 case counts, hospitalizations and
deaths. Credit: AP Photo/David Goldman
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A clinic conducts COVID-19 tests and administers vaccinations at Bethel AME
Church, Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in Providence, R.I. Despite having some of the
highest vaccination rates in the country, the New England states are still
grappling with rapidly increasing COVID-19 case counts, hospitalizations and
deaths. Credit: AP Photo/David Goldman
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A volunteer gives a thumbs-up to co-workers running a COVID-19 clinic set up
inside Bethel AME Church, part of an effort to make testing and vaccines more
available to an underserved community, Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in Providence,
R.I. Credit: AP Photo/David Goldman

Dr. Tim Lahey, an infectious disease specialist at the University of
Vermont Medical Center in Burlington, said he felt it was important to
look at the situation more optimistically.

Unlike some others in the region his Vermont hospital is busy, not
overwhelmed. People still need to be cautious, but they are not locked
down and outside life has a semblance of normality.

"We all hate the word 'delta' now, but has vaccination made it so we can
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withstand the brunt of delta with losing fewer of our neighbors while still
having the quality of life that we enjoy in Vermont?" he said. "Yeah."

© 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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